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It is but too manifeſt, That "among 
the many viſible ill effects , Par- 
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thiy. were indifferent whether 
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their Minds the great Duties of Reli- 
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| Words, and Attions;; and*moreover to 

eſe them to 4 frequent and ſerious 
ſe of the Means ef Grace, with that 
aim and pur paſe, that they. way be 


* | 
. 


3 _ 
or a 0 1 their 1 


4 
* 
- 


( 
= „ tau, 28 FY 
Later Hat ard added Prayers far the 
_ Cloſet, and fon the Family, 
- Holy Communion, and uοπh | 
Occaſions, that require our 2 to: 
God; andthe whole contrived in ſo ſhort 
14 Compaſs, that it might: be enſily bur 
e by the poorer Sort, for m * 


; this Undertaking was chiefly w 
in; and to mboſe Ur They 
God i en 1 


— 
12 1 14 ' yo” 


— 


— 


vi Fail OY, 1 "Y \ 


N 


Koster Nxs08. 


oo 
- 4 J 4 
—_— " 4 us \ 
4 £ * " . , | T7 4 3 * \ NN T "I . — 
9 A 8 2 W. 1 % 4 * 0 4 by p o — l . 
5 - 9 v 4 LT * 


A , „ 
bn g mY C 
= | l 


BOOXKS. Printed and Sold by 
Downing in Bartholomew-Clo 
Weſt-Smithfield, © 


FH Principles and Duties of the Chriſtian 
Religion, conſider'd and explain d; in or- 

der to retrieve” and promote the Chriſtian 
Life, or that Holineſs, without which no 
Man fſhall ſee the Lord: Divided into 
XXVI Chapters. One whereof being read. 
every Lord's Day, and Holy-Day, the whole 
will be read over thrice in the Year, With 
a Collection of ſuitable Devotions, &. for 
ſeveral Occaſions. By F. Maplereft, D. D. 
The Second Edition corrected and enlarged. 
Juſt Meaſures of the pious Inſtitution of 
Youth ; according to the plain Maxims of 
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Duties ef the Chriſtian Religion. 
In 3 Parts. The Second Edition. By George 


Monro, M. A. | 


The Hiſtory of Churches in Eng/and : Where- 


in is ſhewn, the Time, Means, and Manner of 
Founding, Building, and Endowing f 
q Churches, both Cathedral and Rural, with. 


Furniture: and Appendages. By 755 
mas Stevely, 2 — of the Inner Temple. 8 
A Help to Devotion: Being a Collection 
of Prayers for ſeveral Occaſions, fitted for 


_ thet Days of the Week. With a particular 


Office for the Sacrament. The Third Edi- 
tion corrected and - enlarged Collected by a 


 Gentlewoman, for her own private Ule. 


An Account of ſome Remarkable Paſſages MW 


in the Life of a private Gentleman; with Re- 
flections thereon. In Three Parts. Left under 
"his own Hand, to be communicated to the 
Publick after his Deceaſe. The Second E- ³ 
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— | mn Ears wa many; God 
TSR knows; in all Cammunions, 
2 that place all their Devotion 
SY © ot in the ' Means of Religion; 
= 4 1 provided they 472 ciſt ona. 
rily, bear many Sermons, and ſometimes 
5 receive the Holy Communion, they conclude 
the Mar of God made perſectʒ they 
chin nothing more, neceſſary to 602 
: title them to the Fan "ofthe: At- 
'B mighty; 


"The Nature awd Wiſaom of © 1 5 
. or if they are ſenſible they fall 
| Hort of their. Duty in” other Particulars, 
8 they flatter themſelves, re r 
8 in the eternal Furt ce. R 1 45 
Lin- will make amn ut Inch 
Whereas, in Truth, the Deſign of 'a 
thoſe Means. of Grace God has eſtabliſh- 
ed in Chriſtianity, was to conduct us 
to ſolid and ſubſtantial Piety; to plant in 
| 0 Mi 9 * Love and Fear A Gν 
Holy Tad an utter Ta 95 
of le Thing that is Evil; to make 
us juſt and upright in all our Dealings 
with our Neighbour,” temperate pay Al 
our Bxjaymem ], charitable towards 
Needy and Afflicted, and- zealous for 
the-Salvacion..of..our. Brethren : - And 
farther, ſo to ſpiritualize our Aﬀettions, 
that they y might be [raiſed above 
the irifling Concerns of this periſhing 
Life, and 1 upon a Good that is ever- 
| laſting and mantis So that if we 
? 1 * to this N 2 fog 
poſe, they Will no ways. -accepta 
in God's Sight, but rather, provoke 
his Wrath and. Indignation againſt s, 
and: increaſe our Condemuation, in tha 
we pervert the very Mean! of our 
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our Selues, meditate upon divine Sub- 
jets = and chriſtian enen 
& reires from us ; an ddr 
N ee mance of 
them, We ps, 3 t to promate oun 
own . 33 io they tend to His Ho- 
nour * Glory: But yet, if this were 
1 only Fark t at leader to renal bo e 
t wi Woul not that it. 
pats that we, ſhould become 
Ns. redtures > That: the prevailing. Tem- 
per ply Bent of our Souls ſhogld be, 
15 bring forth all the Fruits of Righ- 
tebullels; 8.5% that we ſhould Sacrifice to 
Him, our darling Paſſions and Incli- 
nations, and y hatſoe ver - oppoſeth- his: Di- 
vine Will. The Victim we ſhould offer 
ſhould © be the Idol pris our Heart, that 
which, corrupt. Nature moſt inclines us 
to, that Which bad Cuſtom confirms 
and nouriſhes in, You The Coverous are: 
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| Coverins'Man muſt abound in Alws-drefs, 

and fix his Mind upon durable Riches. 
The Cholerick' and 'Reyengeful, may pre- 


ligion, in order to the forementioned 
of God, as fick Men in the Hands of an 


none be omitted; the Patient's Recc 
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ſerve themſelves from kde il Efe#; of 
the tender Paſſions; and the Soft and Ef- 
feminate, may find no great Difficulty to 
fuppreſs their Reſem ments; but if the 
Revengeſul could be perſwaded to- turn 
his Anger againſt himſelf, and the 
Man of Pleaſure tô place his Delight 
in God, both might be numbred a- 
mong the truly Devout. Therefore we 
muſt uſe the Means of Grace, in Order 
to overcome the irregular Motions of our 
own Hearts, in order to give up that 
to God, which Nature would reſerve 
for her ſelf; this is the ſborteſt and ſu- 
reren 

And as we mnſt yſe the Means of Re- 


reren 


nd and Purpoſe, ſo we muſt not be 
partial in the Uſe of thoſe Means; pick 
out ſome, and leave out others. For we 
muſt look upon our Selves in the Hands 


able Phyſician, who requires an exact 
Compliance with all his Preſcriptions 
that ſome Medicines mould be taken at 
one Time, ſome at another, and that 
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pf all be; has directed; for want of this 
Obſervation, I am afraid many fall ſhort 
a working, out their Salvation 3 for 
Zod, who knows'our Frame, and re- 
Ez foited the Mears of our Recovery to 
to the complicated Maladies of our Souls; 
the Iſo that if we neglect any of them, 
rn we may juſtly fear being diſappoint- 
the ed in Attaining ſolid and ſobſtantial 
obe Piety, which is the true Health of 
a- our, Minds. B09 Bt 73-958 + 224658 
we | Thus ſome lay the great Streſs upon 
der Hearing of Sermons, as if the Knowledge 
»ur Jof their Duty were the one Thi 
hat || ceſſary. Others are ſo entirely, deveted 
rve | to the Prayers of the Church, that they 
have but a mean Opinion of thoſe In- 
A ffrvftions that are delivered. by the 
Re- Prieſts of the Lord, whoſe Lips are. to 
ned | preſerve Knowledge; as if deſiring, God 
del to make us Good, were ſufficient, without 
ick] the. Knowledge of the Way and Man- 
wel ner of being ſo. Some depend upon 
nds their private Devotions for mortifying 
an the Deeds of the Fleſh, even to the Con- 
ra&tÞ tempt of Faſting, as a piece of Will- wor- 
ons, ſhip, though it is a Chriſtian Duty, enjoim 
Wat ed for the bringing under our Bodies. 
tha Others are punctual in their e 
eco / ciſes, but neglect thoſe Prayers which are 
ang] neceſſary to make them effectual. And 
R 071 B. 3 thoſe 
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5 ſary to enabie them to gro 


thoſe who are engaged in the Uſe of fome 
or all of theſe Means, verllite in 4 moſt 5 
| Jhameful 'Negleft of Recsluing the 
Sacrament, as If that were ad e 1 7 
whereas it was — 4 "ihe Mi 
End and Purpoſe, that the Benefrs-6f Spi 
Chriſt's Death might thereby be che-. 
ed to them. Therefbre, if er we ff — 
cerely deſire to fucccel in our day P. Pr 3 
poſes, we! muſt conſtantly and dili ; 
make uſe of all thoſe AA which Goa!" 
das ordained towards the Obtaining eter-(* 
nel Life; finte it is by the jbint Ufe öff. ft 
them «ll that we "ar allot br g. 8 
balers ee Inberitanct of the Sum 
| ig ht. Ka Ruck 40 5/30 abt 165k 0 1 
ber ib another Extreum, which 1 
is the Cafe of but few; but ſince it is in- es 
ciderit to thoſe WhO Wale the greateſt 10 
Protences tO 8 Sucher to be tas e 
ken notice o; unten is feen 4 Pat. 1 
poſe of grkater Perſegion be Hy aide on 
the ordinary Means of Gracz WH Goa | 
— eſtabliſhed: T nt not che, 
N of 'Gid's Atbiſſatlirs;\ becaüſe e 
ey find themſelves môre ee 

from their you ety wry 5 2 . 
appr ch not & Ho 

munion, to feed RE rh the [© 
Bread of Tafe there diſtributed: becnuſe on 
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are Applied with from their own c- | 
nx. TThey ſeem to have a , 
Optniiw of all the poly Fant#;ons ' of the 
Fried, becuhſe the Men that exer- 
ciſe them are not CO: mn their | * 
een en pres e, en 
No that this ie great W 
1 ty bectuſe it contradicts that 
and eh that G Ran revel. | 
bete amen everlaſting Hap-. 
pineſs. He Has"'ſet” apart an- Galen of 
Zunder the 6»ſpel, on purpoſe to 
off ME" us in the great Buſineſs of out 
„ Fdvation; be hat xiben them Pure: 
5, % "declare to u, the Tenni upon whit 
t ist tobe obtained; they are. bel. 
de nter: of Nconcilistion ad 
berefore we”ought to attend rhe in- 
tuctions: He farther; Authorized 
hem to adminiſter Sreramentt; that | 
e might be made . .. 5 
oy ated rind with all 2 | 
$ holy Actions rective aue be el 
/ row *thedjvive Infticurion, 
"He 6 muſt kee cloſe tb, if we 25 
ea P receive! the Liſluences and Aſif 2 | 
„ef God's Holy Spin T6 entight- 
J þjour Werd 5 
de out! Doty," te Influence our Witt 
& Practices of it, He has vue bt 
& | the Holy Scripture, Which sei 
es [ys down "the i Mechod for the 
| Attaining 
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$ The Mature avd f, id , 
_-Attaining that Perfection we are papa 
with the beſt ens for the Fro- 
ſecution of it; and though I am. ſa 
tisſied that the Spirit of Gd does far 
ther dire and exeite thoſe that ſeri 
£ oully and Teyerently- apply 'them ſelvex 
to the Uſe of this Rule! of Belief; an- 
Practice; yet they that lay it aſide, un 
Aer pretencer of Inſpirnt ions of eq. 
1 = have reaſon to »dpubt/|thei 


rations. For if they proceedec 
from” the Spirit of God, they wonlc 
put the greateſt; Streſs and higheſt V 
Aue upon what bas been ſtamped wit 
- his: Mart, by being cenßrmed by:i th 
Teſtimony of Airacles, the Demon i 
tion of the Spirit, aud what has bee 
received by the Catholic Church "as t 
undoubted Word of God: Beſides, ſinc 
it is agreed that we are anabie of ou 
Selves to do any thing that is good 
ad that the Grace of iGud is -wecaſſs 
to ſtrengthen dur Weakneſs; aud to 
ſiſt us in the Performance of our D 
ty; how can we expect the Juflue 
te of his Spirit, if we "neg! 
| the Vſe of 3 Means. Which Are p 
„eiten by tee e 
vey to us the Beneſu, and Avant 
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in Zoſine /a, or Pleaſure, that they have 
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* to to Jour f dplkiteal for bg once? 

this Method ſeriouſly" 
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att. >. chemſclyes. Kecollect as much 

as =; N85 can the Thoughts, COD 
and Actions, that have entertai 


her ya 
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iin impoſing. upon others, 
or, provoking Speech · 
e. 1 5 and 3 


. = 


es? . 


8 7 Wberber von per- 


the cas of che Cloſet, | 
Haig and with what Attention ond 
fervour of Mind? Whether 
tended the Church Prayers if you ol bac. 
the Command of Time Whether, you, 
haue best diligent and: juſt in 


Calling? 5 Wh 1 0 
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70 have o 
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your: ordinary ene to G 
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ort A 
hether yau' have aid Grace 
ind after your Meals? And wh 
ern and. Temperance; has always 
panied them? Whether in Con- 
— you have avoided: Vanity, De- 
action, Pride? And.whether you have 


zken Cure to Paſſions, 
ind. endeavour 5 Diſ- 


ourſe Uſeful Kr "Profitable ? * 'Whe-. 
her your Diverſions have been mo- 
jerate? Whether they have not been 
he Occaſions of your ; offending God ?, 
f you have Te any. particular 
N have been thank 
von — —— Leiſure, Ho]; 
ave on employed your Time; whe- 
her in doing Good to others, or im- 
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was Feſt, iſd let Him be 'the loſt im yr! 
Thongbts When you compoſe'your ſelf! 
to Reſt.” To this End, the © Evening 
'T recommended to the Charge of 
your Memory, will be of admirable Uſe . 
225 when 9c Spire are drowſſe, they 
are not ſo fit for Invention, but weſſhall! 
enſily run over *whar lies ready in our 
Memories. '1f you awake in the Night, 
the Parkneſs and Solitude of it> ſhould? 
diſpoſe you to Seriouſneſs, and then it 
will be to repeat 'the | Midni 
Hymn, which will Hate this good a n 
at leaſt that it will” recen trifling, 
looſe and impertinent "Thoughts from 
crowding in upon you, and deliver ma- 
ny, from thoſe "terrifying Imaginations 
which ate apt to 2025 em when they 
ſuffer their Minds to rove upon all poſe 
{ible Danger. 424% 
"Fl SUN DAYS, ind other PEST 
ENF At hoof The 'L6rds-Day 
obſerved —_ Chriſtiaus, in — 
of our Saviour's Reſurrection; and we 
nould diſtingviſn it by our Devotions, 
as much as it is by the Bleſſing we com- 
— 2 5 "You- muſt be ſure to keep 
it holy, by abſtaining from the Works: 
of your Ferie Callivg; which become 
en Wea. God challenges the ſe- 
veüth Part: 'of your” Time for his imme--- 
1 D diate 
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10 Fl ſelf in an worldly, Affair or Negrea- 
tt which may hinder your A 


apart from common Uſes. 


e Time muſt 


ly profeſs. our 
Neglect of it. 


pet without ſuch Affectations a Phe. 


diate Service; by not 8 n 


upon the Worſhip of, God, or defeat 
thoſe. Ends for which the. Day was, ſer 


not 7% 
Vou muſt not think it enoug} 
0 prophane it by common Uſe 8 by 
be Patio Folie hy in all 
h re ta yo — as tend to the 
God, and the Salvation of 
lah thre Soul. Jon muſt never omit 
Ring the . Places of Hogs 
orſnip upon this Day; nothin 
Sa nel, gusta Neceſſity Mond er. 
aer * for 7 was one Ar er 
Its, Dintment t we might o 
oP Yeves 8 


all agree, that Sunday is prophaned by the F t 


When you are preſent 10 the Church, tl 


you muſt take Care to behave; your ſe 1 
with all outward Ran . 
ules of the 


form your ſelf to the 

Church, by ſtanding, ſitting, and Ait. 
ing, as is injoined; and you; muſt; 
all theſe different Poſtures with ſach 
Gravity; and Serionſneſs as . may de- 
monſtrate hoy, intent pu are when. E 
gaged in God's peculiar Servi 


vor] as axe apt to Hay thoſe 
ity | I that 
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tion Mould be. ſoo fut ꝛhat » ihauldo 
not have leude t mind any ichiigtelſo. aa 
You muſt have a 9 — 
the Poſtwre of your: Mind that vom join 
fervently iu the rs of the Church 3» 
that you hear! Word, „And thofs? - 
. 
rence und Attention, and wich * refund. 
tion to "pact practiſe: vo ſfa de con- 
vinced to be poor! Dey phat woofer 
your CHart y if there be ny OblleAenjo 
in Compkance with the Ne pts that en 
joim it „and ich an achob bedgeme Nn F! 
Goch; Righe tb at yo ens yed nd 
dora, We yon es ver Cent, 820 
crathent” with!"  Hwaltyahd De 
vothog.92 $5Rinnby bas ood big Abie 
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= Take cure yon do not turn our: Back ſ 
ypod the holy Table, 'ybentherheavenly If 
| et is prepared [tango andere 6 
| ſtand how. you can keep the Lord's- Day f 
| 


a8 — if yon refuſe any opportu- 
— is then offered you of Commu- 


| | r 
nion witch Him, in the moſt, folewn Act: 
| of his publick /Worſhip.: If thou andes - 
wet to br ike a 00d rn B 
thou art certainly well 2 2 R 
wilt find a gracious. Reception from chy y 
com nate Saviqur: But if thou . 0! 

to come, when thou articalled,with: tc 

151 — earneſt Kindneſs, thou negledt- fr 

eſt thy on true Intereſt, and omitteſt p. 

an .cahe Teſtimony of thy Gratitude and H 
Thatikfutnefs.';:- FIC 2 e N 6x r 030% \ b! 

4 Private, npon this Day, you ſnonld IN w 

r ordinary Devotions, and I fu 

ſhon make the Subject of them chiefly 

to confilt in 1 far the of 
Works of Creation and Redemption; vi 

withal, tecollecting the-perticular Mer - ce 

cies you have received from the Bounty of 

fol ho 'thro? the-whole Courſe of eur 
Tou ſhould improve-your Know- If thi 

by reading a medicating Mus ar, 

divine — ſhovld-inftruft wur i pe 
Children dad Servants; in the great Du: I ou 

ties of Chriſtianity ; you ſhould viſit the W 

Sick and Needy, and adminiſter to them I an 


Comfort and Relief; and if you con 2 
wi 


"Th Din v et 85 
with your Friends or Neighbours, ſca- 
ſon your Diſcourſe with — pro 
fable Hints for the Advancement of Pi- 
ety. Let your ſerious Frame of Mind be 
free from all Sourneſs and Moroſeneſs. 
If you comme morate any of the Myſte- . 
ries A our —— 2 
on, Cyucifition,' Re furrection, or Aſcenſion - 
of our * leſus Chriſt, confirm your 
Belief of them; by conſidering all thoſe 
Reaſbns upon which are Foil, that 
you maybe able to give a gοο, Acconnt- 
of the Hope'that is in you and: reſolve 
to prattiſe all thoſe Duties that reſult 
from ke Belief of them. Offer up your 
Pratſes and Thankſgivings to God, that 
He vouchſafed to conſider your miſera- 
ble and forlorn Condition ; andtthat He 
was pleaſed to work your Recovery in 


ſuch a wonderful M annere 


When the Church ſets tbe Example 
of any Saint before conſider the 
Virtaes he was moſt eminent for, aud 
celebrate | his Memory by the Imitation 
of his/Piety: | „ oHt3qn A. lavina 

XII. FASTING-D AYS. '''Moſt of. 
the Miſchiefs that happen to us in Life, 
are occaſioned by our ungovernable Ap- 
petites; and the Indulging of them 70 | 
our firſt Parents, brought Death into the 
World.; © che that we ſhould uſe Faſting 
and Abſtinence, asa Means to keep them 
OD ITE? Ry b under 


W $4 Abd lll fn fe 
FF - uier Subjefting and Goyernmenty and 


As 4 agaiaſt thoſe Evils which 
the ſatisfying of them to the full often it 
Bages be e aa i 
Duty n rayer z and 
the Direct iom Me has given · in his ad mi- 
Table Sermon- upon the Monnt, concern f 
ang. the Performance of it, ſuppoſes the 
ſerted by devont Men, and acoeptable to 


God under the Old and New Teſtament, 
1 both as Wa pful to their Devotion, 
and as it became a Part of it 1 

Sometimes, When your Heahh will 
permit, abſtain from Eating and Drink 
ing till the Evening, and then refreſh 
Jour Self ſparingly, as to the Quantity, 
and aplainly; as m the Quality of your 
Food. At other Times, npon thoſt Days, 
when you dort av yur ordinary 
Meals, Ahſtain: from Variety, and! from 
hat is moſt Nouri ning and Melicate, and 
what gtatißes aur Palate moſt, that you 
may by degrees get the Maſtery of your 
ſenſual Appetites; this Diſcipline is 
conſiſtent wich dhe Works af your Cal. 
ling, and you may thereby havrt motr 
Leiſure for ſpiritual Rxerbiſes, n 97: 
Upom your Fafting- Dis heſure to en- 
large your Devotions 4 reflect partigular- f 

ly upon the State of your Soul- Dewall l F 
your Sins, and carneftly beg Gd Par- , | 
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wil Bete. 175 Ut 
gon: Contrive; if poſnbte, tö do ſome 

ittle Charity at thoſe Times, -which is 
he beſt Method to make your Homhifir- 
on acceptable to God: Neem 
In private Faſts, keep the Keiidwſodgo | 
f them from others as much as you can, 
hat you may not #ppear unto Hen to Faſt. - 
te carefal not to cenfure others that do 
ot tie themſel res up to ſuch Rules; do 
ot value your ſelf upon ſuch bodily. Ex- 
rciſes, not think they will make amends 

r the Neglect of more ſubſtantial Du- 
ies; theſe Things ought yon to do, but 
ot to leave greater ü — Above all,. 

t ſuch” Times guard your Self againſt 
oroſeneſs, Peeviſhneſs, or Fretfulneſs, 


ir Which 1 inclines ſome hn to. 
87 \ 75 
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at cu ian "Poibftien 400017 in wide: 
right YO of ſuch We as 
anartly ae n 

33: bY 4: M 3.13 FJ " ir 
Aving'in the former Chapter 
Rules, in oh mph perry ſueh A 
$ daily vecur in the Courſe of our Lives. 
order to perſuade Chriſtians to a cate- 
Performance of them, according to 
ne Neaſures there lad down; 1wilt 
1 dea vaur to convince them, chat 
Lat true... 


56 Of Chriſtian Perfect. 
true Chriſtian. Perfett ion conſiſts in an er 
act Diſcharge of ſuch Duties, and conſ 
quently, that their Eternal Happineſs 
or Eternal Miſery, will be determine 
| by them. SA 381 0 
Ji Chriſtian, Peli was only to 
attained by Retirement and Contempl; 
tion, by abſtracting our Selves from th 
World, and by giving up our Selves it 
tirely to Meditation and ſpiritual Exet 
ciſes, conſidering the Neceſſities of Lik 
in order to the Support of it, and 
-Capecities of the generality of Men, ht 
few, alas! bow very fem were qualifi 
ever to arrive at ſo noble and Wort 
an End? Men might excuſe themſe 
from this Duty, Þy the Neceſſity they a 
under of getting their Living by i 
Sweat of their Brows, and by their in 
- bility to employ themſelves in ſuch f 
ritual Exerciſes ; the Providence of Gt 
would ſeem thus to exclude thoſe fir 
being perfect, whom his Precepts | 
. enjoined to enter in at the ſtrait Gat 
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ae nt is nor hidden "from, thee! br 


of China Pfad. 


afar it not. in Heaven, that. * 
fhoxldft ſay, Wh ſhall go up Hea- 
ven and bring it unto uy 4 we may ear 


ir and do it Neither i 1 it be) -youd the Sec, 
that thou ſhouldft ſay, Whe frat o over the 
Sea for us, and bring it unto wk that we may 
bear it, and do ie but the Word 15 very 
nigh ante her, in jth Mah, and. i in » 
Heart, has thou m 
Relfgion Was. of 4 ſig nd of 
ſerve” ps vpon ee Occa LP 
to adorn the great $olemnicies of God's 
publick Worſhlp ; but was given us as 
the beſt, Rule for the Conduct and Go- 
verument of our whole Lives; and 
Chriſtians are not obliged fo much to 
diſtinguiſn therhfelves by their Wiſdom 
and Srzciey, as by Uprightneſs aud Ho- 
line($ in all their Conyerſarion. , It.ſup- 
poſts us Men engaged in chte 1 VI 
to catry on the Affairs of this Life; 
in ſuch a Manner, that they may "ped: 
mote and advance the important. nfineſs 
of our Eternal Salvation; ſo that as the 
Practice of it is conſiſtent with Trade and 
Converſation, with Buſigeſs and Piverſi- 
Ut {0 vie 7 9 all theſe or- 
nary hs of I. hay, its. \ 
Sphere ſeems to de to Gs: | 
ſi ch a Ma nber, That W 
1 kings — Fe MEER 
11 9 — 
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25 fach a as, are for bi a 7 
.ing, thoſe that are law fur 
an an nndue manner. 
"The Difference | RED the as 
of ene Man ang anoth 
,wuch. depend u on the V 59 0 of i tht 
"'Ewploy ment which i is made. his Profeſ | 
n, as upon that Temper' of Mird With 
Which ke governs it. 15 Prieſt at the 
Altar, may be re jetted by God, thro' his. 
= and Covetpgiaeh - when the 


cither 16 17 


form- 


eſman in his Shop, ma ſapeti his 
18 8 Juſt ice and Chan 5 10 
1 0 the peculiar Honour and 
an Order 1 to ap- 

pron ter to God, by the ue 
5 aud Application 100 of tha nds, 
as.by the Dedication: oy ther Per- 
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cannot all be Teachers; and we onghe 

thankfully to ackno ledge the great 

Goodneſs of God, that He has ſet apart 

ſome on purpoſe, whoſe auly Buſineſs ijt 

15, to guide and direct Mew in the Way 

to everlaſting Salvation; while others 

are obliged to drudge on in the common 

and V Employments of Life. But 

ſtill this! ought to be rememhred, that 

the Layman, in bis Profeſſion,” isequally = 

enpahle of Working out his Salvation, 

with the Clergyman that is ordained in 

Things pertaining to God. For as one 

may . miſcarry im his holy Function, by 

engaging in it from wrong Moti ves and 

worldly Defigns; by neglect ing that great 

Truſt that is committed to his Care; 01 

by performing it without Diligence: and 

Zeal; by making it only à Means of 

Enriching himſelf and Family, and pro- 

viding for his more pleaſurable and luxu. 

rious Living; ſo the other, N 

himſelf an inſtrument of Providence, ir 

Carrying on the Affairs of the World; 

by cxercifing Juſtice and Equity in all his. 

Dealings; by Relieving the Poor and 

Neceſſitous 3. and both from A Principle 

f Contcience; by governing his Famie 

1- Wy after a chriſtian Manner 3 by divert. 

ag himſelf moderately, for Reſteſlment 

nly; by Eating and Drinking with Tem . 

erance and Sobriety; by doing all the: 
Ws 5 Cook 
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_ Good that lies in his. Reach; and-by 
pray ing and praiſing God at certain ſta- 
ted Hours; and by converſing with Him 
by devout Ejaculations frequently in the 
midſt of Buſineſs: I ſay, by this means, 
the Man of Buſineſs may make his Calling 
and. Election ſure. Nay, the very State 
of Slavery and Servitude, the moſt com- 
paſſionate and miſerable Circumſtance of 
Life, is no Bar or Obſtacle to the Attain- 
ing the incorruptible Inheritance; pro- 


ction, they are obedient to their Maſter. 
_ according ta the Fleſh, with fear and trem- 
ling, in ſingleneſs of Heart, as unto Chriſp; 
not with Eye Service, as Men-pleaſers, but 
as the Servants of Chriſt, doing the Will of 
Cod from the Fearts . 
Now, the Goodneſs and Perfection of 
aur ordinary Act ions depends upon two 
Things: The Firſt is, That in the gene- 
ral ne aim at the Glory of God, according 
to the -Apoſtle's Rule, That wharſorver m 
do, we may do all to the Glory, of God. The 
Second is, Fhat we do our utmoſt En 
deavour to perform it well, Wharſpever 


thy: Hand findeth to do, dv it with thy might 
rn there is no Work, nor Device, nor Knov- 
Ledge, ner Wiſdom in the Grave mhit hut 
thou. ge eſt. y DO! 's 1: Wk 
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of Chriſten Peres. br 9 
Jula the Baptiſt ſeems to — 4 1 
"his; Notion of Chriſtian Perfeltion; in 
his Anſwer do thaſe in the Gofpel who,. - 
coming to be Baptized, deſired ta'know . 
of him, What might do to av 

the Wrath to come o the People in 
general, he preſeribes an extenſive Cha- 
rity to thoſe that wanted what they 
could ſpare, Lal. iii. 11. He that bub 
two. Coat i, let him impart to him that hath: 
none 3 and le tb backs Meat, let rc 

litemiſe. ; 
Tothe Publicang,he gives Web eee 
to exact more than that which is ap- 
pointed; their Office being to collect 
the Tribute Mone y, the Temptation they 
lay SO was: to exact oy APY 
ought. 

To the Soldlers, he gives i in Change, 
that they do Violence to no Man, nei 
ther — any falſly; which Wordi in 
the Original, nie ner only to accuſe 

falſly, but to cireumvent and oppreſs, 
and to be content with. their Wages. 
Now all theſe Exhortations of the Bap- 
tiſt, preſs Men: to excel in the Duties of 
" their Profeſſion; and ſeems to make 
* their Perfection to conſiſt, in the Per- 
it formance of thoſe Duties that ordinati» 
| occurr'd to them. Me gives them 
uch * 22150 as T e 0 2, 
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42 ee refer, 
faithful Diſcharge of their 
their ſeveral Stations and Calliags. 

. 2 e fra make us conſider 
| e Nature Emplo ments, whe- 
ther we cam with Aſſurance, and a good 
Conſcience, offer them up to God; nd 
- whether we have that regard w the 
Manner of Performing them, as that they 
may be able to bear the Teſt of a future 
Judgment; for when once we are laid in 
the Grave, go Faults are to be rectiſied: 


in 


As the Tree 1 ſo it les ; as Death 


receives us, ſo Judgment wil fad us. 
Let us Therefore chuſt fuch Callings as 
we ſball approve of in a dying Hour, and 
ecute them with and Dil ence and 
Barg, with ſuch Juſtice — Equity, 
that they may ſtand fair in the Accouũts of 
Eternity. Let us pray and perform all 
the Offices of Devotion with fervour and: 
conſtancy. - Let us /{catverſe with others 
conrteouſly and charitably, and by our 
Diſcourſe; ed ie to the emol of our 
Capacity. Let the Retreſnments of Life 
be always attended with ITS 
and dur Diverſions, with Innocency an 
Moderation: And let us . 
our vacant Minutes, to ſend up devout 
Aſpiratiom towards gur-heaventy:'Couns.. 


try, which ought ahrays to be kept in 


View, ſince ous fafft Arrwal tere S A 
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the ane Concernment of Life. 
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member, The HE AD 1 — 4 
is privy, to al hd ro Thoughts, and 2 | 
Rn, is hi 12 7 is 35 
Prqpoſe to BY, as 
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have à Sus Rees aps he & - 
us; and to ac jen a 1 88 9. — 
and 4 . Rka en | 
might procure his Approbarion. I Flac. 
an Imaginary Scheme, as g FC 
Producing an th Pep ood. Efect; ww, whey 
ence . mult we ſence 99 an Neale f 
wiſe, a Sed, 0 Che 7 
which is a th, clear, 2 

Notion we 8 BET e the 9 88 türe, 
and the plain of Scripture. 
Now ie rega 15 ie Ommpreſence 

of God, which 1 F to you, does 
7 imply the actual ar CER, of qu 
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ia us fe 


Sight, aud that we take cure dh 
thing that may diſpleaſe Him; bein 
fred, that vo Privacy ſecures any Thing 
from his Face and that n 21 eine 
ment INE, from us. Thus pray- 
ing "always, an ing without ceaſing, is 
by Hine ers ar to _ 
verning all our Actions by the Rule of 
our Duty, keeping our Minds always in 
a fit Diſpoſition:to pray. And when the 
Sur and Moon, the Light and Stars, are 
Called "upon to praiſe the Lord, it is by ob 
ſerving their Wegner. Courſe, and con- 
ſtant ming thoſe | Offices that 
were laid} upon them in the beginning of 
the Creation. In like '-magner, whoever 
diſcharges well the Duties of his Station, 
'and exactiy performs the Obligations of 
His Profeſſion, may be ſaid to pray conti- 
_nually, and praiſe the Lord. 
The ſcrend Rule 1 ſhall ive von is, 
Frequently to call to mind the Cittainty o of 
Deb, and the Uncertaint T of that Time we 
bave to continue in this World. We often 
hear of ſome Body or other that is taken 
off by ſudden Death; and that which 
befals one Man to day, may befal thee 
to morrow. God has, in great Mercy to 
us, made the Hh of our Death uncer- 
_ tain; that we might not be = 25 
duſe our Fime, but mi Aber ard uber 5 
1 Guard; and re 
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CL 


Of Chriftian'Perfettoy. 
It is one of the great Artifices of the 


Devil, to conceal from us this Truth, -_ BE 


and to divert our Thoughts from it, and 


to inſinuate, that there is Time enough 


before us to grow better, and amend our 
1008 3 4 4 ences Point being gain'd, when 
| us to defer our Re 
de 1 for — God has promi to | 
pardon thoſe that ſincerely turn to 
Him, yet He has not laid hinelf under 
any Obligations of length mae out ur 
Days till to Morrow. 


here is no Method more certain t 


know whether we walk upright before 
God, than to conſider whether we are in 


ſuch a Condition as to be rcady to die 
whenever God thinks fit: And the beſt. 


way to clear this matter, is to reflect 
whether, in our preſent” Circumſtances, 


Actions, Death would not ſurpriſe us. 
Now if we find any thing that would 


trouble vs upon its approach, let us quit 
it immediately, and do that now, which 


upon ſuch an occaſion we ſhould wiſh to 
have done. How exactly Juſt would the 


Tradeſman be in Buying and Selling, if 
he thought jt would be the laſt Bargain 


he ſhould make? How innocently an 


profita Fl would the Gentleman con- 
7 5 if he thought that preſent Com 12 
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ever He ſnould ſummon us out of Life - 


and in the conſtant Courſe: of our daily 


| 


ny the laft he ſnould keep? How would 
the Divine pray, and preach, and admi- 
. niſter the Holy Nun made were then 
to take his leave for ever of the Desk, the 
Pulpi „and the Altar? And how would 
every one of dem embraee an op uni- 
ty of doing Good, if they were ſure. it 
would never be offered to them again? 
If once we goverind all our Actions by 
this Rule, Death could never ſurpriſe us; 
dot we might die with as great Security 
to our eternal State in our Shops, and at 
our Diverſions, as in the IE at 
"the Altar<" . A ON 24.9% 
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— to you eech 
particular Virtae'for eve- 
; N M4 Day. of the Week. l 
— ij is certaĩn we ought dait 
to rate all ö to tho 
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at 68 4 Of the \ Pruttice of W 
Opportunities and Circumſtances hi 
the Providence of God preſents 5 

for the Exerciſe of them: But my Pe- 
ſign in this Method is, to make you ac- 
quainted, by degrees, thoroughly with 
each conſiderable Chriſtian Virtue, and 
with the Way and Manner of. practiſing 
it ; and to put you upon a peculiar Care 
of Exercifing each Day, the particular 
Virtue that is recommended. 1 
But in order that you may receive 
yn 8 * 288 from what 
L ſhall ſuggeſt to you, I deſire that you 
would with the mk fore. Res 
upon the Chriſtian Virtyes in general. 
Fiyſt, Let us conſider the Neteſſity of 
them. All the Means of Religion are 
uſeful iv their Kind, and acceptable to. 
God, when performed with a right In- 
wa Fry — t 
Prayers and our Sacraments, dur hearing 
Sermons, and all other Exerciſes of Pi- 
ety, more or leſs, advance our Chriſtian 
Perfection, as they tend to recover the 
Image of God in our Sovls; and to work 
in us all Chriſtian Virtues ; this being the 
Rule and Meaſure" of our Chriſtian Per- 
fection: So that it is not he that ſays 
the moſt Prayers, and comes the moſt 
frequently to the Altar, that is the moſt 
holy and ſanctiſied Perſon; but he that 
is moſt like to God, and Cas 
„ mM wi 
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wr 
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Ce V. russ. 60. 
ith the Fruits of the Spirit. An ei- 4 
ent Proof of this, is our own 7 1 55 
ace: How few Perſons do we meet 
ith, that ov ſolidly and ſubſtantially: - 
ood ? And, yet. how. many. frequent the 
ublick- eee of Dixine Worſhip,, 
nd rye; themſelves v to a Road and 
orm of Devotion in 5 855 own Cloſets ? 
The Temper of our Minds muſt be, 
anged, Our: Hearts renewed, our in- 
ward Affections purified and ſanctiſied, 
n order to make our outward Actions 
leaſing. in God's Sight. Our Prayers 
od Devotions, and all outward Exerci- 
es of Pigty,; mult be offered with ardent 
ove, and profound. Humility, and with 
ll thoſe other hoble Virtues which give a 
'alue to qur moſt ĩnconſiderable Actions, 
ind are the likelieſt Means we Fm jp to 
ndud vs to — ey % 
therefore 5 i 
my Work, 1901 AT in, ! 
irtue endeavour every Day 6 
lake be Progreſs in it. 5 if N 0 

ls it not a Shame that you have 2 
uch ſwal Advances in a 

| ate ſo HED e | 


ter hayiog bead a waa A 
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after Fay: oh 
Wha, 
and Means * have been u ed to make 
you 
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- Of ihe e of 0 
perfect? Alas? may I not ſay; after 

| ny or fourtyy Debt ge 
e not yet thoroughly 

JR that one Point of Humility. You 
ate ſo ſenſible of Honour and Reputati. 
ol, that the leaſt injurious Refleckion, « 
little ipconſiderable Contempt; # ſal 
Diſappointment, is capable of. putting 
into a Flame, of making 500 brei 
out into violent Paſſions, and iaiariou 
Words, of provoking Murmur: and Dif. 
content, ſufficient to cotwince you, that 
all this Whil have made litele Prof - 
cienpy in the bos of beit The fame 
ation might be made in reſtrence 0 

to the other Vir kues of THritianity z, bu 
I. paß oer long Indu@&ion of Particu- 
lars, to come to further Conſiderations of 
. enerals-( 403.97 
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— IIs 1 wheMble tothe Muſter Wain 


of one in P 4 — Arai 
the eme ine” ſeveral” others.101PhaveMecm: 
re n e yi 
| r i 450they ave the mol are! 
1225 ſo'it mot £6 be doubt rar 

that if Frein ee in anyeendere i 2. 
ble Depree®: You car be bo en tot ete; 
order Parts(of —— 4 M. 
| Saf r 
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{ia 0a Brill * 
ou, that hare not diſtract yon by a 
great Multitucſe, and, that I may make. 
you: anguiſh 3 which are the he prin-; 
ipal ones, to the End, that you may ne- 
er be deceived, as ſome are, Who in- 
ead of appl o bi themſelves tothe Stu- 
iy of ſome ſalid and e Virtue, 
hs alwa 196-16 beh. as ax deſs . 
ble and: ence, never arri 

t the Per: N Heben chat are n 
ubſtantial. o 58 | 
Thirdly, Let Ly con ſider thoſe Methods 
phich are prapereſt for attaining any. Virtue, 
hat ſo i 6 not be at a loſs in Em- 
10 Jing our ours to the beſt Pur - 


e, and, in eee, in 9 At- 


th (8. $19.3 70 „ TS CLI VER 
np Do not that is contrary to the. 
— Jon propoſe to attain... This is the 
rſt Step that muſt be made to root out 
he Vice oat. is AT to it. BE: Ex- 

imple, if you propoſe. any 8 1 
umilit N 8 
ain Thouphts, never ſpeak in your o¼n 
raiſe g e eee neyer con- 
n iſe any Body, ce, This muſt 
e your Rule in reſpect of other Vittues, 
arcfully, to. avoid ſuch A eo 

rary 20.the, ſaid, Virtues... ae? 
2. Praftife the Add. of, that. Pome you | 
etend to acquire, This Step is N ne- 
Cary, that without it all tlie wit 
wi! 


ou, 


. — 1 ——— * 
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el 


| on one learns to 


in it.” Ask a Virtue of God 'heyer fo 


it before your Eyes, and make the firm- 
really never, praiſe it, nor exerciſe your 
Self in it, you ſhall never be Maſter of 


Self that For become humble. It is in 


Self in it, yon 0 5 by Experience 
more calle d e za 


g L1H 


f 97 10 ee Wn 

will fignifie nothing It is ti 
2 Abe; ix by Me 
and Drawing, tat ide Jearnsto'Uriy 
int; and it is by practiſing Vir. 
tue, that one learns it, and grows perſeg 


eflef upon it never ſo ſeriouſly, 
Ay, all the Books that treat 'of it, and 
hear the moſt excellent Preachers that 
recbinmend it, ſet the beſt Examples of 


eſt Reſolutions to attain it; yet if "yon 


it. | Set therefore immediately about 
this Method, for it is in Humbling your 


making uent Acts of the Love of 
God, that you become enamoured With 
Hit: it is by 70 Fuffering without 

your learn Patiehce; 1 


ing 
it N b 99510 9 9 ke Fo 
1 of 


come Wertihe 
World. And 155 . ee 

one Thing,” . che long Wo on deft to 
arg 1 Sabie Difficulty 
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about it: mens 85 co ee ty 


ſooner- and the you exere 


aA S\T 


d 


Se 35 Me 


1 


Cunisriax VixtTiHes. 73 

3. Meautate it, and pray to God for 
t. When — Kreul for gs V4 
ime meditated upon a Thing, and con- 
idered its Neceſſity, Beauty, and Uſeful- 
xcſs, it is caſily loved and ſtuck to. 
his is common to Virtue, with all o: 
her Things that are amiable; if you 5 
dften dwell upon the Excellency of any. 
irtue, if yon conſider its Neceſſity and 
Advantage, the Example of Jeſas Chriſt, 
nd the Saints that have practiſed it, 
ou will fiad it much more eaſie to exer- 
- Wile, whenever an opportunity preſents 
Wet lf to that purpoſe. Let therefore 
t Jie ſolid Virtues I have recommended be 
r he Subject of your frequent Meditati- 
n as; for by the vigorous and conſtant 
f Npplication of your Mind to them, you 
h 
U 


ill find your Self animated to acquire 
hem. To this we muſt join our 8 
> 


rayers:to:God, and in order to be heg 
g. Jeu muſt ask with ſuch n Faith as con— 
19 ts in firmly believing yon ſhall receixe 


of e Thing you deſire, When yougha ne Mi 
to Nerformed thoſe Conditions upon which "i 
ty 0d has -promiſed 10 ſtow it. -You = 
ſet Now Courage is neceſſary to do Violence 


de our Sel ves, and to overcome the Dif- 


culty there is in:the/Praftioe of Ræligi - 
ita: andl it is from God only we can exe 


er this Strength and A 12 
uſt often be applied to for the Inffu- 
We 2 CEE: ences 
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4. Examine ſelf concerning it. The 
frequent Reflection kk we make in th 
Examination of our Conſciences, is { 
good Means to advance our Progreſs iq 
any Virtue. Upon thoſe Occaſions you 
muſt not "only call your Self to an Ac 
count for your Sins, but alſo for yo 
Virtues, to ſee how you advance in you 
ſpiritual State, what Occaſions have pre 
ſented of Practiſing any Virtne; and hoy 


74 / the Practice of 
ences. of his holy 
able to morrtifie our Paſſions, and*aboun 

in every Virtue. and IVES. ie 


you have behav 


to them; and this not only in gener 

but particularly in reſpect to the Virtut 
you deſign to acquire, and is the Subjed 
of the Day's Meditation; in order t 


Spirit, that we may 5 


your Self in relatior 


this, at your Morning Devotions, make Co 


firm Reſolution of Practiſing that parti 
cular Virtue that Day: If inthe Day- time 


£4419 


you omit any Occaſion that preſents fa cle 
the putting it in Execution, immediate mu 

r tage: God's Pardon, and call upon [clog tur 
or freſh Strength: In the Evening cul: 
when you "recount the Actions of tha ver 
whole Day, particularly reflect upon tha you 
Progreſs you have made in the ſame Virg {ce 
tue, compare the Advance you have thay Sou 
Day made with the Profit: you reap'd ti N 
Day before; form new Reſolutions i mu! 
Nit 25 T0} ef Nia, 2 OY, nu "Ne; Inq 
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neglect nothing that may poſſibly. tend 
to make you per fect y this Virtue [1s 

5. Overcome al thoſe Obſtacles and Hin- 
irances which oppoſe "the Practice of this 
Virtue · Theſe Obſtacles ere either par- 
ticular or general: The particular ones 
relate to your natural Temper and Con- 


ſtitotion, and take their Riſe from your 


Humour, and your 1nclinations. It is 
poſſible you may be naturally Cholerick ; 
now this is- an | hindrance to Meekneſs 
and Charity: You may be Sanguine; and 
naturally of a ſoft and gay Temper, gi- 
ven to Pleaſure; now this is an Obſtacle 
to Self-denial, and Mortification: You 
are, it may be, of a melancholy Diſpoſi- 
tion, touchy and poſitive ; now this is an 
Obſtacle to Patience : You areanclined to 
Complaiſance, and to aim at the good 
Opinion of Men, and to diſtinguiſh your 
Self from others; now this is an Obſta- 
cle to | Humility. © Theſe . Hindrances 
muſt be pulled up by the Roòts, and Na- 
ture muſt be reſiſted, if we deſign to 
cultivate her to purpoſe; you muſt p- 
vercome your Humour, do Violence to 
your Inclinations, if ever you mean to 
ſee the Seed of Virtue thrive in your 
Souk n 220729 18;10,D68- cMd89979 
Now the general Obſtacles which 
muſt be conquered, ars Cowardice and 
Inconſtaney, Self. love, and amuſing our 
; | Wea +7 5 Selves _ - 
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Selves continually with Trifles, and ſe- 

veral other Vices Which are Enemies to 

all Virtues. It is by great Courage and 
conſtant Perſeverance that yon will o- 
vercome all the Difficulty of the World; e 
therefore never be diſheartned by the No. 
Pains and Labour you may meet with a 
in the Ways of Chriſtian Perfection: Nd. 
The Devil may be apt to inſinuate to ti 
you, that you aim too high, and that it Wt; 
is impoſſible for yon to practiſe any one MW 
Virtue as yon ought; but give no Ear to 
to his Suggeſtions; provided you do but us 

bring your beſt Endeavours, the Grace 

of God will always be reads to crowu Nst 


them with Succefſs. Pe 
as eie an; h u 20949! ap 
ws eee 

e f , . [ . 
e Sy ee Bs 
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HE firſt Exerciſe 1 mall recom- Nor 
1 mend to pou is, the Love of God, MI 
a Vittue of the greateſt Importance: Ware 
Of all our Paſſions, Love is the moſt a- WH: 
greeable; and of all Beings, God is the 
only one that is infinitely Perfect, and 
therefore the only fit and proper Object 
of it. If we place our Affections —— 
291245. £ A F rea- 
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De Lovs of God. 77 
Creatures, we ſhall always be. liable to 
Diſappointment; they are empty, and 
cannot ſatisfſie us; and when we think 
our Selves moſt ſecure in the Enjoyment 
of them, they make themfelves Wings 
and fly away. God only is a ſolid and 
durable Good, and He only can fill alb 
the Powers and Capacities of our Souls, 
therefore we ought to entertain our 
Minds with ſuch Motives as are proper 
to kindte his Love in our Hearts. Let 
us therefore conſider, D 

1. The Ferfections of God. If ſome faint 
Stroaks of Beauty and Wiſdom in the 
perſons of thoſe we converſe with, are 

apt to; engage our Affections z. What 

Love ought we to have for God, Who is 

infinite in all Excellencies, who has Wiſs 

dom without the leaſt Imperfection, and 

Goodneſs without any Alloy, and whoſe - 

Perfe&ions infinitely ſurpaſs the bright- 

eſt Footſteps of them in all his Crea- 

tures ? "Who! in Heaven or Earth can be © 
l- compared unto our God fi" 
2. The MERCIES of 6OD. Benefits: 
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: Ware as fo many Chains which faſten our 
a- Wirlcarts, and oblige vs to love thoſe that 
de Wo us Good. What ſurpriſing Maniſe- 


ſtations have. we received of the Love 
and good Will of God towards us? The 
reating us after his own Image and Likes 
neſs, and the Redeeming us by the inex- 
E A preſlible. 
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preſſible Sufferings of his only beloved 
Son, the Graces and Aſſiſtances of his 
holy Spirit, the Publication of Pardon 
and Reconciliation, and the evident Pro- 
miſes of eternal Life, the Means of Grace, 
his Word and Sacraments, the good Ex. 
ample and Advice of others, our Health 
and Wealth; in a Word, all the Good 
we enjoy or expect. Is it not therefcre 
fit and reaſonable to ſhew your Grati- 
tude for ſuch preat Effects of his Good. 
neſs. by your beſt Services? If you could 
refuſe. Him your Heart, when you only 
conſidered the Pertections of his Being, 
is it poſſible you ſhould-deny Him your 
utmoſt Affection, all your Soul, when you 

are made ſenſible of 1 his infinite Bo 

and Kindneſs towards you ? 

3. Conſider the EXCELLENCY 
of this IRTVUE. It is the great De- 
gn of all Religion, to inculcate this ca- 
pital Point; the End of the Command 
went is Charity. All other Duties centre 
and terminate in this, -which is the very 
Soul; and Life, and Beauty of them. It ts 
the Meaſure of our Perfections, and gives 
the true Worth and Value to all our 0- 
ther Actions, without which they can- 
not be acceptable to God. This raiſes 
us above the Creatures, and all their En- 
joy ments, and unites us to the moſt per- 
fect Being; without this we are at En. 
55 mit) 


. 2” > Ore - —"” - — 


— 


ity with God, and by this Means we 
re made capable of being his Favourites. 
aith lays the Foundation of our Piety, 
ope advances it, but Charity, or the 
ove of God, gives it the finiſhing 
troke and utmoſt; Berfectio : 
The Practice of this great Virtue con- 
ſts in the following Particulars. 
kToTHINKof G O D. lt is an 
i · Indoubted Teſtimony of aur Love to 
d. Tay perſon, if we think often of him. 
det God therefore be often in your 
ly MW houghts, and lift up your Mind to 
g im: Engage your Self as little in the | 
ur WH urry and Buſtle of Life as may be. Oh? 
on What a Shame is it. to think inceſſantly 
ty f a Creature that you love, of any Pe- 
ign you have jected, of an Affair 
ou have undertaken, or of ſome Di ver- 
e · ion you propoſe, and to paſs Hours and 
2-1 hole Days without thinking of Gd? 
d. Nh love the moſt amiable Object; fre- 
treW.cntly on every Day exert Acts of Love 


divine Love may daily increaſe in your 
Heart,, © GETS * whats” 
I. Jes PEAK of GO D. We take 
great deal of Pleaſure in making that 
he Subject of our Diſcourſe, Which is 
the Object of aur Affection; Out of the 

ſbundance of the Heart, the Mouth ſpeak- 

h. Now upon what Topicks dogs. your 
E. 43 Con- 


owards. Him; ſo that this Flame of 
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Converſation uſuaſly run? Are they not 
the Trifles and Vanities of this World 
inſtead of thoſe of your heavenly Conn. 
= try? What is the Meaning that thon art 
| h to eloquenr-and ready to talk when New; 
or Pleaſure is the Subject, ſo dry and 
barren when Religion is ſtarted ? If you 
were thoroughly poſſeſt with the Love 
or God, your Tongue would give ſome 
Proofs of it, and it would be the motl 
agreeable Entertainment you could rt. 
ceive from others. 706%) 


III. To ACT fer G 0 D. After you 
have dedicated to God your Thought: 
and your Words, you cannot deny Hin 

the Vigour of your Actions, which ought 
all to be animated with the Love of 

Him. This ſhould make you conſider, 
how you might pleaſe Him moſt in ever 
thing you did, and have a greater Re- 
gard to Him than to any thing elſe 
This ſhould make you in the Beginning 
of every Action, to dedicate it to God 
by the Purity of your Intention, in ſuch 
Words as theſe ; O my God, I defign to 
pleaſe Thee; my aim is thy Honour and 
Glory. This Method would raiſe our 
ordinary Actions, and make them more 
valuable. 8) | 
IV. To SUFFER for GO'D. The 
Profeſſions of Friendſhip are eaſily made 
ta thoſe we love, but nothing tries 74 
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mie Loye ef God. 81. | 
Sincerity of them more effe&ually, than 
the Obligation of Suffering ſomething isn 
their Behalf. If God ſends you any Mif. 
un. fortune, or Sickneſs, or any other Af 
art Sion, be not impatient, but reſign your- 
ene Self to his holy Will and Pleaſure: Sa 
ana to Him, O Lord, fince it it thy Will I ſhonltt”. 
vou Fer, I am contented, thy holy Will be done: 
ore / could with, O my God, to ſuffer yet more - 
me for the Eove of Thee. When any ill Ae- 
ol cident happens to you, fay, (oot in tlſe 
re- Trouble and Bitternefs of. yorr-Soul) H 
muſt be willing, becauſe God will have it ſd. 
If this is not ſaid with a reſigned Mind” 
and a quiet Soul, mſtead of being an Act 
of Conformity to the Will of God; it 
will: prove an Act of Impatience: Re- 
member always in your Afffierions, that 
there is a Providence that governs all 
Things, and that *tis our on Fault if 
we do not bring Good out of the Evil 
that happens to us. Let this then be the 
Language of your Soul- F it true, O0 
God, that this Cup is bitter, and this Aﬀi- 
ion touches me to the . but beeuuſe 
it is thy Pleaſure to aſſlitt me thus, Fam en- 
tirely ſatisfied, and I am willing to ſuffer, , 
becauſe it is thy- Mi.. af 
V. To EOF E what'6 O'Di LOFES... 
Thoſe who are 'moſt-eminent+fdr Piet, 
and- Virtue, are his greateſtFuvourites; 
therefore let no-ontward diſadvantage- 
e 


2 ov 


”n SUNDAP 
' ous: Circumſtances, hinder, you from ha- 
ving the ſame Inclinations. What God 
loves and deſires is, that we ſhould in 
all Things conform our Selves to his ho- 
Iy Will and Pleaſure, and in this conſiſts 
our Perfection; let not therefore your 
- own Paſſions or Intereft be the Centre 
of your Actions; conſult God's Pleaſure, 
And let that govern you; attend to what 
1 He requires from you, and perform it 
* ' -vigorouſly. It would be Cruelty to a 
Friend to do the Thing in the World 
that moſt difpleaſes him. Now the Ob- 
ject of God's Hatred and Averſion is 
Sin 3 fly therefore from all Exil, even 
the Appearance of it; and if you at "mT 
time unhappily fall, let your. Grief an 
Sorrow, teſtifie the true Concern you have 
tor having offended fo good a God. 
VI. To LOVE HIM above: all 
 FHINGS.,- God is: jealous of his own 
Glory, and requires the whole Man, and 
would not that any Creature ſhould, be his 
_ Rival: And in Truth, What is more fit 
and reaſonable ? The infinite Perfections 
ef his Nature, and his abundant. Loving- 
kindneſs towards you, ought they not 
to prevail upon you to give Him your 
- Heart ? Take off your Affections from 
the Things of this. World, and place 
them ùpon God, who is ſo infinitely ami- 
able: Nothing will better diſcover the 
| | 7 or- 


nordinate Eove. of any Creature, than 


d fin any Kim it makes us neglect our 

n Moty to God, by doing wdat He has for- 
> Widen, or by omitting what He has 

ts Nommanded. | 1 


VI. To - Gary FE be LOVED. 
y others. The Zeal which you ought to- 
ave for the Glory of God, will ſerve 
ou as, am Evidence to diſtinguiſh, whe- 
her yon really love Him. Is your Piſ- 
ourſe often of Him? Are you zealous 
hat others hond not offend Him? Do- 
ou contribute whar you can, by your 
Vords, and by your Attions, to the 
onverſion of Sinners, aud to the Per- 
everancg of the Good? And is it our 
great Endeavour that God be worſhip- 
bed, loved, aud ſerved, . not only by 
your Self, but by others alſo? 
VIII. To CONFERSE frequently 
vith G0 D. Nothing is more agreeable- 
han the! Company of thoſe we eſteem 
and value, and We need no Arguments to- 
preſs us to embrace all Opportunities t 
njoy it. The only Means we have of 
onyerſing with God here below, is by 
frequenting his Ordinances, by attending. 
tb what He teaches us in his Word, by - _ 
approaching, the Throne of Grace * 
Frayer, and by expreſſing the great Senſe 
ne have. of his Love towards us in the 
ommunion of the Bd and Blood Ky | 
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- Ron, and the Inſtructions of His Word 
Would be Hke Marrow to the Bone. 


und D E L IG HT. When the Servic 
of a dear Friend is concerned; there is; 


convinced of your. Love to God, ſerve 
| Ro with Pleaſpre, and not with 'Relv: 


* 


His" Son; if we neglect ſych bleſſed 01 
r when they offer themſelyt 

It is a Sign our Hearts ate but cold an 
indifferent towards Him; for if f 
Love goverhed us, we ſhould count 4 D 
in his Courts better than a thouſand, an; 
the Entertainment of his Table more de 
Iicious-than'when Oil and Wine ihcreafs 
we ſtiould. valve. the Liberty of Audreſ 
ſing Him, before any temporal Satisf: 


IX. To ſerve N 1M with FHF RVO UI 


certain. Eagerneſs and free Air in per. 
forming it, which ſufficiently ſhews the 
Joy and Satisfaction this Opportunity 
Serving Him gives us. Would you be 


ctancy; ſerve Him with Fervour, and 
not with Indifferency ? If yon pray it 
Priyate or Publick, if you. are at-your 
Work or Buſineſs, or engaged in any o- 
ther Aion, do it cheerfully, fervently, 
and exactly. It is for God that you 
Work, it is his Love makes you devout 
let it appear therefore by the joy and 
Fervour you ſhew in Serving Him, that 
God, is the beloved. Object of your Soul, 

tired 4% 
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Ris Ne that you covet nothing more 


tthan Opportunities to give Him oP 
Nr of: your Aerion BY 
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er e W. 
n. Bows of 25. | Neighbour,” 
PI ER baving given Proofs * 
| our Love to God, we are obliged 
ro exerciſe ĩt / towards door e 
This fort of Charity, is a Virtue v ery 
neceſſary in our Converſe in this World 
it unites Men together, and the Wa 
of it occaſions 5 Diforders in civi 
Society. How rare is this 
Virtue in this Age? Men, love one ano- 
elu- ther ſometimes from Intereſt, from Fo 


11 


and mour, from Inctination';” but few fro 
in 4 Principle of Ehriſtian Charity; an 


ou pet, hom many Obligations do me. lie 
0: ads practiſe i. 
thy „ Is Reſpett „FGO D. He hos fte. 


l quent! recommended it to us iu his hol | 
tt Word auch by his expreſs Eotnmand, 
and has — 85 it 5 'Diity, Our. bleſſed Sa-. 
hat viour Has earneſtly urged” it upon his 
ul, Followers: If you- have any Love for. 
din * you | wulf make it appear by — 

Ve: 
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Love of your elch 0 He that low-- 
eth not his Brother — be., heth ſe 
How can he love God mham he beth not > 
And what a prevailing Obligation ſhould 
it be to us, to conſider that God is 
pleaſed to reckon all the Good we do to 
others, as done to Himſelf; In as much 
as ye have done it unto one if the leaſt of 
theſe, ye have done it unto me. 
2. In ect of your NEIGHBOUR. 
He is our Brother, 9 God's Crea 


A ture, made after his Image, and the Ob- 


ject of his Love and Kindneſs with our 

Selves; and. therefore we 9 lod he 

Him. The fame, 1 hy 
med. him; the 


was ſhed. for ou, 
+ 5 nour iſh 
bim; and the ſame Hope of eternal Li 


ſame Sacraments that 


dich pariſſes you, znimates him ;, an 
therefore oy ought to love him. lad 


Love of a Mother to ber Children, 
to de the Pattern of. ug Charity ;, 15 
wool wake I u read 7 at all * to 
them good, patiently to bear with 
their pp 3 0g and to perſiſt in de- 
ſpight of all Diſcouragements. 
3. In Reſpelt a 225 e The 
Recompence of ek, which Cod has 
omiſed to thoſe that love their Neigh» 
our, hound encourage and. excite; you, to 
the Performance of this Vittue. When 
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as pronouncing the irrevocable Sentence® 
of a happf or miſerable Eternity, e 

are told He will particularly enquire, 
whether we baue fed the Hungry, 3 
clothed the 7 1 ee Mays it is our 


Intereſt” in this World; by our Kind. 


neſs. to Pers, we egen theirs; when-⸗ 
ever we ſtand in need of it; the great 
Secret to procure the Lore of others, is 
upon all N to teſtife dur ihe ia 
towards them. 
W this Virtye, 
Thoughts. By 3 
no . anta eous opinions. 4 your oy 
Neighbour z by not giving . 
ground ſeſs Suſþ picjons ad raſh rk June 


concerning him; by th 
back when they offer tems S wich > . 
reflection 1 — . Self; be 
quick-ſighted am I, in regard to pf Faults 
of others, hut how blind in in Diſcaveri 5 1 
own! A Charitable Man makes Br! 

candid N of exery . 
when his Neighbour's Adions ale 
ble of à double Interpretation, he 

the beſt upon em. The ordinary ol 
of Judging others by, is, our Selves; 
and When our own Inc inations' are bad 
and our Wills bent upon that which 5 : 
Evil, * N perſuade our fa hr 
our Neighbaur ger & 
lame Meaſure. * * "uy £ 
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II. In your Words. "Here a ur 
Guard muſt be. ſet, becauſe there are fo 
many Ways of . Tranſgreſſi ing our Duty 

Some, upon the leaſf - 3 Ty give 
bad Language, ſpeak with Anger, and 
Contempt of others, which no pretence 
whatſoever-cau. juſtifie. . Others make it 
their Buſineſs. to, divert” themſelves at 
the Expence of others By Raillery, and 
ſay every thing that comes in their Minds 
to gratifie that Paſſion. 

„The. Talent of Raillery is very dange- 
rous, and there fore it is beſt to keep at 

a. Diſtance from it. For, firſt, it Bast 
to injure our Selves, by making us light 
and trifling, and By, impairing the Spirit 
of Deyotion. A Mind thus corrupted, 
which makes a common Practice of turn- 
ing the moſt ſerious and ſacred Things. 
into ridicule, can have but a . fowl indif. 


| ferent taſte for Religion; by 
it will quite extin viſt it in Woe 7 


give themſelyes this liberty, and in thoſe 
that are diverted by it. And, Secondly, 
if is offenſive:to others, becauſe it wounds 
the Rules of Charity. At firſt, theft 
merry Gentlemen pretend only to divert 
themſelyes and the Company; but after- 
wards their Railleries become tireſome, 
or theit.. Jeſts, have too much 8 
aud very often they end in Diſputes and. 
45 Quarrels. 
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Thoſe that next offend/in their Tongue, - 
are the Evil-ſpeakers ; and alas! one Tees | 
but too many who-cannot converſe with- 
out making their Neighbours Faults the 
| Subject of it; who being puſhed on by 
. Envy, or by an unhappy Cuſtom, cen- 
ſure and detract as often as they ſpeak : 
| They endeavour indeed, fometimes to 
. excuſe themſelves, by pretending, it is 

only by way of Sport and Diverſion; 
but what a cruet Pleaſure is it, to play 

with Mens Honour and Reputation, Which 
to ſome is dearer to them than their 

Lives? At other times, they pretend they 
ſay nothing but what every body knows, 

when, alas! their Neighbours Faplts are 
far from being ſo publick as they think; 

but granting that they were ſo, it is a 

Sign we have but little Charity for our 

Neighbour, when we endeavour, inſtead 
of Concealing his Imperfections, to enter - 
tain all Company with the Relation of 
them; by this means they certainly 
ſpread, and the Man is made more con- 
temptible. re eie 

The proud Mam is not leſs at variance 
with Charity, than the Evil-ſpeaker and 

Detractor. He cannot bear to hear aux 
one commended; ſo much Praiſe. as is 
given to another, ſeems to leſſen his 
own Glory, which makes him as ingeni- 
ous in diminiſhing the Reputation of o- 
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\ - Perſon or | Eſtate, as to do him all the 


go N 4T 
thers, as he is dexterous in aggrandizing 
his own. His Vanity makes him believe, 
that when the Imperfections and Frail- 
ties of others are diſcoyered,: he | himſelf 
will only remain fit to receive Applauſe 
and Commendation. Now, is not this the 
very Top of Envy and Pride?h;ʒs 
All theſe Ways of Tranſgreſſing the 
Rules of Charity you muſt catefully avoid. 
Speak all the Good you know of your 
Neighbour, and let your Diſcourſe tend 
to raiſe his Character. Never ſay any 
thing that may ſhock the leaſt Perſon in 
the World; and ſpeak of others with the 
ſame reſervedneſs that you delire they 
ſhould ſpeak of OBS! 1:53 121i: v4 tes 

III. In your Afions, Be ſo far from 
hurting your - Neighbour, either in bis 


good Offices that He in your Power. Ex- 
erciſe all Acts of Mercy and Charity in 
relation to him, for which yon can never 
want an opportunity. Are there not ma- 
ny ignorant Souls to be inſtructed, many 
Sinners to be reproved, many Poor to be 
relieved, many Sick to be viſited, and 
many Priſoners to be ſet free:? 
_ | Never pretend that your Charity. may 
be abuſed, / and that you meet with re- 
turns of Ingratitude; this thought may 
be apt to lead you into the wrong. But 
granting that you meet with ſuch diſcou- 

if 7 £2, ragement, 
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The Laue of our Neighbour. on © 
ragement, and that Men -retyurn-Evilfor 
the Good you de them, ſtill perſevere 
from the Motive of Love to God, He 
will never forget your Labour of Love; 
the more diſintereſted your Charity is, 
the more it tends to Perfection. 

IV. Bear with the Infirmities of others. 

Why are you ſo apt to be angry with 

your Neighbour ? God is patient towards 

you, notwithſtanding your daily: Provo- 
cations 3 and you continvally ſtand in 
need of the Forbearance of others: 

This makes it reaſonable, that you 
ſnould be kind and com paſſionate to- 
wards them. You indulge too much 
your on ill Humour, and are apt to 
entertain averſions and antĩpathies agaĩnſt 
ſome People; which is the Oceaſion that 
the leaſt of their Faults becomes inſup - 
portable to you. Remember the Maxim 
which St. Paul recommended to the firſt 
Chriſtians; Bear ye one auot her Burthens, 
and ſo fulfil: the Lam of Chriſt. 1 
Vou may object, that your Neighbour _ 
is in the wron e he is ſo, he 

is the greater Obheg your Compaſſion 

but do not contract Guilt to your Self, 
by any unchriſtian Behaviour. The 1nju- 
TY it is poſſible, was provoking, and 
the Contempt with which-he- uſed you, 
touched you very near; ſacrifice your 
Reſentment” to the crueiſied Jeſis; the 
; a ; | h more 
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more the Perſon was to blame, and the 
greater your Mortification is, the more it 
raiſes. your Charity in Pardoning, in de- 
ſpight of any Temptation to the con- 

Remember always, that you converſe 
not with Angels, but with Men, who 
are frail and inconſtant, and ſeldom in 
the ſame Humour, ſo that an unguard- 
ed Expreſſion may eafily fall from them. 
Eay not any ftreſs upon a raſh Word, 
change the Diſcourſe, or jeſt it off, but 


be ſure not to ſuffer your Self to-be pro- 


voked. If you neglect it, no more no- 


tice will be taken of it; but if you give 


way to Anger and Reſentment, the very 
_ remembrance of the Word or Action 
that diſturbed you, will give you freſh 


uneaſineſs ; whereas if you neither think 


nor ſpeak of it more, the Senſe of it will 
immediately wear off. 
Beſides, there is a great Inconvenience 
in being ſo quick to reſent every little 
thing that is ſaid or done againſt us. 
They that provoke: you, being not go- 
verned by ſtrict Principles of - Virtue, 
will make this advantage of it, that they 
will fay and do things on purpoſe to vev 
you, and to increaſe your il Humour. 
V. Condeſcend to others.” Our Tempers 
and Inclinations are ſo different, and 
aften oꝑpoſite the one to the other, 


that 
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The Love of our Neighbour. 9g 
that it is hard if the Rules of Charity 
are not frequently tranſgreſſed. on 
muſt therefore be upon your guard, that 
the moſt provoking Occaſions do not 
force from you your Charity. Let others 
he never ſo much in the wrong; do not 
perſevere in Maintaining the Debate 
ſubmit to others, at leaſt by your Silence; 
and if People are of another Mind, ne- 
ver perſiſt in the Matter; Why ſhould 
you torment your Self about what is im- 
poſſible? which is to change their ap- 
prehenſion of Things; and if you could 
ſucceed in it, yet you ought not, at the 
Hazard of your Charity, which in the 
Sight of God is of great Price. 

VI. Be-z4alous for the gaod of your Neigh- 
bonr. It is but a ſmall-lnſtance of your 
Charity, if you only relieve thoſe Wants 
of your Neighbour that relate to his Bo- 
dy, and at the ſame Time negle& to help 
him in the more important Concerns of 
his Soul. Be ready therefore, upon all 
Occaſions, to aſſiſt him with good Coun- 
ſel and Advice ; to reprove him in the 
ſofteſt and gentleſt Language, and with 
ſuch a Temper. of Mind, that he may 
plainly percerve you aim at 322 
his true welfare; to comfort him under 
his Afflictions: Endeavour to recover 
him from the Ways of Sin and Error, 
by your Example, as well as hy your 
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bours flouriſh, and ſecretly rejoice when 
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Diſcourſe. Let your Converſation” ex. 
cite him to Piety and Devotion; and by 
your Prayers, and other Chriſtian Me- 
thods, let it appear that the Salvation of 
his Soul is dear to ou. 
VII. Rejoice when any Good happens t. 
him. If you loved your Neighbour as 
you ought; his Proſperity would give 
you a great deal of Pleaſure, and you 
would be touched with a true Concern 
for his Misfortunes. But moſt Men are 
govern'd by a contrary Principle, which 
makes them repine when their Neigh- 


they fall into any 'conſiderable'Diſaſters, 
This ſhould put [you continually upon 
your Guard againſt the firſt» Motions of /! 
Envy, that you may not give way to ſu 
them; this ſhould excite you to teſtific i 2c 
- your Satisfaction, when your Neighbour W J 
is pleaſed; becauſe it is à Mark of Affe. W. 
ction which ynu owe to him; ſympathize N. 
with him under any Calamity ; if it is} I. 
in your Power, comfort him, and ſofteni ! 
his Miſery, but at leaſt, let him never dei 
want your Compaſſion. . 

VIII. Overcome any Averſion' you hav: 
_ entertained, ' As ſome certain Perſons 
pleaſe us by à ſort of 8 „ we 
know not why; ſd others $'by 
2 ſort of Antipathy, which we can give 
no account of. It is ſomewhat difficult 
c - » entirely 
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The Lowe of our Neighbour. 95 
entirely to conquer theſe Averſions, be- 
cauſe ſometimes they. proceed from Na- 
ture and Conftitation : But we may pre- 
vent the outward Appearance of it, by 
foppreſſing all contemptuous and re- 
proachful Language. 

Antipathy, thus governed, may be 
compared to a wild Beaſt chained; as 
long as you keep it confi ned, it is not a: 
ble to do any hurt; but if you once let 
it looſe, it is ĩticredible what Miſchief 
it will do to your Self and every Bod 
elſe. As long as you give no outward 
Teſtimonies; of your Averſion, it will be 
attended with no ill Conſequence, pro» 
vided you do not pleaſe your Self with 
ſuch Thoughts, but rather endeavour to 
ſuppreſs the irregular Motions they may 
occaſion z but it you once give way to 
your. Antipathy, by doing, every thing 
which that dictates, in alittle Time you 
will contract a great deal of Guilt, 
Therefore bear with Patience whatever 
is ſhocking to you in other People, and 
neither by Word or Geſture diſcover 
the Averſion and Uneaſineſs that they 
give yon, though it may be, ſometimes 
a Complaint might be juſtifiable. But 
this is a great Inſtance of à ſtrong 
Vun ü ee e 3945, 2687 

gebogen aun 1» 
e Wann a2 CHAP. 


= 
. - , Lo 


„ TYESDAT. 

| of fs 14725 Y FE, | pn * 7 tos; | "ih, 

5 * — e 4 0 1 1613 2. 155 7 
"If [ \& H 4 P. VI. i irs * 4; 


> 947 1! 195 


Toer * UE EE wha 
a MIETTS 


"£8 DT, 8.0! 
* IH E rock Condeſcention of 3 our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; in 
| dhe upon Him humane Nature, and 
: in ſubmitting to all the Frailties and In. 
firmities of it, Sin only excepted, pure- 
ly for our Benefit and Advantage; ought 
wy animate and excite us all to the Fra. 
ctice of Chriſtian, Humility, the Founda- 
tion of all other Virtues, very peculiat 
to the Inſtitution of the Religion eſta- 
bliſhed by our Saviour, and unknown to 
the wiſe Men and Philoſophers of xbe 
Gentile 'Worldz by the Poſſeſſion of 
which we become acceptable 
I. 7 60 D. For He bath declared, 
that his delight is among the Humible 
andthe'Lowly; it is upon them that he 
beſtows his choiceſt Favours; and it is 
their Prayers that find acceſs and acce- 
ptance With Him. Nothing is more 
contradictory to his holy Nature than 
Pride; upon which account God takes 
A rticular Pleaſure -in- confounding, a 
vier which endeavoured to rg 
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Joes we. only make os acceptable to 
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" by Fretting and. Vexi 
Hil. by Fern unworthy © 
and as deſerying that Contempt he meets 
With. The ſhoxteſt 0 5 87 "Ha Ppigeß 
is, to fly. e we alch at a 
quiet and contented Life, we muſt not 
exält our 19 nor do ay thing thro” 
Strife and Vain- ; for if we indulge 
this deſtructive 7 "on, Hama Fate 
i 7 ning bow” ore: mic of 15 
ur, Plenty, Abundance, we 
with him be apt to comp lain, and tay, 
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; tain always a low;@pinipnof yonr Self, 


and preſerve-a-great Eſteem and Reſpect 
for others-! Acknowledge that once you 
were nothing, and that ſince you: haue 
received) dur Being from tha Baunty of 
God, yon haye! abuſed: ie, Ae dffending 
Him. Own: your preſent, Conditi ion to 
be Weakneſs and Miſery, and that 7 
can do nothing without che Aff ſtance of 
Divine Grace, n 25-102 Nhat i to 
comes is gerti in our Body mnſt be 
the Food of Worms, thongh it is uncer- 
tain in What State and Condition j 
Soul will be, which ſnonld makes work 
ut our Salvation with Hear au. Tremblings 
Take Care nato indulge: Thonghtsof 
[your Actions 
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the Charactbr of à proud Man. Be not 
always making Apologies for thy Self 

and throwing the Fault ypon others, e. 
ven when you have 4 


| fair Occaſion: 
This ſort 'of | Humiliation; which 
patiently endure, will encreaſe your Vir. 
tue in this World, and your Reward in 
-the hene? un 3802 en 012009 
II. . CTT Ns and nut 
D:EPO3RT MENT; Humility, when 
once really fixed in our Minds, will ne- 
ceſfarily' | it ſelf in our outward A- 
ctions. Exerciſe 1 ſelf frequently 
in ſuch exterior Things as may teſtife 
your inward Humility; the beſt Means 
to attain this Chriſtian Virtue, is ofter 
to practiſe it. Let your Way of Living 
be conformable to that State and Con- 
dition which the Brovidence of God has 
placed you in; let. no extravagant Ex- 
peace appeat in your Cloaths, - What 
nifies ſo much Luxury ? Vanity is 
Vice which coſts us dear, and makes vs 
\ but empty Returns. Let not your Ga 
and Deportment, and your Method 6 
Acting and Speaking with others, favour 
of Vanity, and betray the Marks . of ; 
proud, conceited Mind; on the contratj 
Iet all your Actions be governed wit 
Modeſty and Condeſcehſibn, in Honour 
preferring others to your Seil. 
IV. In giving. Way to OT HERS 
There are ſome People, who almoſt — 
tinual 
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tinvally; employ tbemſel ves in comparing is 
themſelves: with others; in conſidering 


whether others pay them the Reſpectthar 
is due to them; and whether the Merit 
of ſuch a Size ought to be preferred to 
theirs. All; ſueh ſort vf Thoughts f] ꝗũiũ 
de laid aſide; and; ve ſtwuld never ſay;: 
I am; more conſiderable than'ſuch q on, 
it i hit ;uſineſi tu pive place to me, and to 
ſalute me fr ſb," & c Fidnour,. as bas been: 
obſeryed belongs more to him that gives: 
it, than to im that receives: it. Let it 
be granted, that you are more conſide- 
rable chan the. Per ſon to whom you give 
Place, by that Means your Glory wilk 
ſhine the 4 — for ix wilt; 0 
appear, that irtue and Civility, a 
not any Qbligagion, inclined you to made 
the Condeſten ſſon. taunus 2227 131% OY 
nas Ah In avoid ing "COM N ATK. 
. oN. Some, who. can forbear praiſing! 
hat themſelves, are too much — — 
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their on Glory, but are very glad when 
it preſents it ſelf. Others are very der- 
terous to. give: Men a Handle to com- 
mend them, and can contrive Occaſions 
to have themſelves: praiſed and eſteemed. 
Encourage no-Diſconeſe that offers In- 
cenſe to wur Self; often it pro- 
ceeds 1 Flattery Com —— 
* at che belt, is Vibe 10 of other” 
e Os E oil "Dildo 
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peoples Char higher thein you! own 
Merit! Turn t er covet e ſoon 
as. yoũ can, to ſome-other Subject; the 
leſs . receive from Menz the 
be oonferred upon you- by 
the Read of | God. However iL 
myſt take: Care never to Gab 
of Virtue, though it may tend to 
Praiſe. and Commendation ; our - ' 
muſt be reſolutely prachfed, Whatever 
the Conſequence is. As Praiſ muſt not 
be the Motive; ſo neither muſt ir be the 
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ſmall Virtue that conſiſts in bearing “. 


Contempt; either your natural” lahr. i, 
mities, or your” wilful Faults, er ac- I be 
cidental Blunders, will be apt to cover ty 
you with Confuſion before! others: You ©: 
will meet with Wat ee, undpaliontte Co 
People; who, with or without Cauſe, may ble 

be inelined to deſpiſe you, and may en- f 
deavour ta ſhock you, and make you un- 
eaſe ; in the Name of God; de not ſo 
nice and delicate upon the Point of Ho- 
naur; bear this Humiliation witk Pa- 
tiende, and remember it is more glort- 
ous before God and Man to pardön an 
Iajury, than to revenge it; and that the 
Victory you! gain over your Self upon 
ſuch ot Dctaliop, is more avceptable to 
God chan a hundred Aèts of a kel diff. 
cult Virtne „ When 
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ordinarily O's we prom and uin : 
ealie, and Pr 55 ra * ce eta 
the Injur of 18175 I, by recti- 
migatin, or by teturn- 
ing be Ae En 100 WR Rea - 
fo to 17155 Au Paſſion, and are apt 
to inſiguate, that our Reputation 15 con- 
cerned, 4b well , as the Edification of our "I 
Neighbour, who may be ſcandal; Led, 1 " 
thought, you, par 15 that 72 ſuch a þ 
wy on, not ta Wy. ſent ment, COT. - 
be Stupidity 3 f {yer Fe Affen ſbauld' be 
put up, *. T others up- 
80 1 ing enious is Vanity to cover 
i ſelf f with, the Pretext of R . . Bus: 
be not im pqſed upon by theſe F alle Ima- 
ginafio, 123 ,empt ſons: . Jet. Hus 
milit 8 Refuge, and receive this: 
ſion Nic a generous eee 
Me Patiepce. 3 
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a. 'our Duty. The Pe 
this Virtde extends, not only. as me 
fering of Contempt, but to. the being: 
pleaſed. with it for Righteouſneſs fake, 
Let not the ſcornful Reproaches of bad 
Men, either , abate or dimigim thy Zeal 
in ſerving. God, 3 aide gende in doing Good, 
Let not chen prophlp e Ke: thy + 
10 age th 4 Ty TON So - pf 
an Courſe.z, but 2 doyfully che F 
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vnjuſt Refſectionz, and their tearing thy 
— Reputation in pieces, that in this bum- 
bled Condition, thon m Th be more 
conformable” to "the bleſſe Jeſus, who 
made 15 mility his e Charadter ; 
and thbugh thy dpwments, and Ta- 
tents, an Malene may deſerve Efteem 
and Confi deration, yet defire rather. to 
have thy Virtues concealed, * whereby 
become more bright in the Sight of 
801 5 zip in Setret, and will reward 
thee open The Applanſe of Men 
deer ne OR thy Mind with vain'Con- 
ceits; might. lf thy Fancy with falf 
Pleaſure; might tempt ther to aſtribe 
too much Honour to th Self, and too 
little to God. But their Hatre and 
8 may Ape thee to lace thy 
Tory Log fi the Ho of his Favour : 
more rity the pure 
22350 fa good Conſcience ; 3 doe 
not ſuch an Inſtance of Divine Provi- 
dence deſerve to be rejoiced in? 
VIII. In Prattiſing Humility, withou 
defiring Praiſe upon that account. There 
ore foe: who appear humble, and wh» 
give way to others, but at the ſame time 
are ver 155 that others ſnould take no. 
- tice of) it; if they "oy an Affront, 
or bear patiently” He ern they 
are deſirous of Ws ed. <| 
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Occaſion of Practiſing his Dory, rhe the "i 
e has 
ſuffered. Alas! how theſe People de- 


ceive themſelves, in thinkigg 
Humility, is bene with Bragging 
of it, and, of their beſt: Actions. The 
beſt. Part of this Virtue is loſt, hen 
ve deſire to tnake id known to 
hen we acquaiat them with what. | 
„ve know ethers: ſay and dot 
„s. Upon theſe: Oban ud 
de ſilent, and' not let others perceive: 
1 quio pow any Notice of the Con- 
x ht i. poured n u True: 
0 Humility. e — a Hum 
lation and a Mortificationy without de- 
. fring that any, ons ſhould. know wer 
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1 is abſdlutely neceſſary. Nd ret 
proceeds | Swearing! and Scolding; — 
Diſcontent in a ily, whieh is 
times rather à little Hel, than a well. 
„but from the Want 


patientiy bear. 


tment, 4 previſn or croſs Word, 
and: theſe Diſorders: could never get any; 
Ground. Afti@ions are like the Teſt to 
CON e diſcover the Trath 
Excellekcy-of our Virtues. © If any 
_—_ Accident befals us, we look 
our. Selves.as very. unfortunate, inſtead of 
eſteeming our Selves happy in meeting 
with an Ys O Expreſſing to 
God our Reſignation and Patience. Con- 
ſider cberen in all Afflictions theſe 
three n Dre n 
1. Go misst — 
If Afflictions de only from the 
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God'? 
The Croſs is the Fach that leads: 60% Bliß, 
in which. the holy Jeſus. and his'bleſſed 
Saints marched before us; and why 
ſhou'd e think to arrive at the Keavenl 
Jeruſalem in a- different. AY from thoſ 
who are gone before us? The Captain 
of our 3 Was = perfect ro 
F vfferings,. and our Conformity to Hin 
dur Glory nd bis Delight; upon theſe 
Occaſions we ſhouſd think our Selve; 
Happy, conſidering that Theſe light Affi. 
ions, are but: for- a. Moment, worl 
er us, a ene and exceeding, Weight of 
ne and Pain and other Troubles, tine 
dex ns from. IL the Good we propoſe 
and hen: Neanl in ſuch Caſes Patience 
is that proper Exerciſe of Virtue which. 
God requires from us; and to bear with, 
Patience, and Reſignation. the Afffictions 
his wiſe Pro oli. lays upon us, is 2 
cater Degree of Perfection at that time, 
that exerciſing our. Selyes in godd Works. 
3. That Impatiencs.. provokes Gad, aud. 
weakens. our ſpiritual 97mg 2 an 
unaccoumahle piece of Folly is it, of one 
Evil to make two.; and inſtead of aba⸗ 
ting and leſſening our Sufferibgs; td aug. 
ment and en them? To What tend 


God, and to rob us of he Profit and Ad- 


Patience gk Reſon po. % 
W and Diſconten t, but to offend © 


vantage. of our e If you ſub» 
mit to. them with Re 8 88 Vir- 
tue and, 1 Favdnt of God. encreaſes to- 
wards you ; but if you. murmur and are 
diſſatis ed; your preſent Sufferings will 
only\ ſerve. to-increa{ thoſe that are ra- 
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patience, eaſe your. 
Afitions ? "Does. it procure, you a 
medy ? No; the Evit is incurable - 4 
any ſuch Means; bear ft. therefore with 
Patience, and do not make your 75 
doubly unbappy, It is a. Sign and Mark 
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The true R whe 
ger boil in your Breaſt: hes yow fi orto 
mn: the Diſcourſe; ho elfe to impoſe 
upom yeur Self on ſuch Occaſions an ob- 
ſtinate Silence, otherwiſe: you will be 
_ E ongue. 
„ above all things; to be- 
widget old this Direction; for: ſdoner or 
later * repent of what · 
ever yo ſhall ſay or. do in your Anger. 
Let me farther give you a little Hint 
upon this Subject. I find ſeveral are able 
_ N 3 when e e 
provoked to can govorn their 
Reſentment — when they are 
offended ;:; but ſome time after they ap- 
ply themſelyes;to their Friends and In- 
timates to · relate to them the bad Treat - 
ment. hey have received; and under the 
Pretence of asking Advice, and of ſeck - 
. Comfort, they will make a long Nar- 
| —_— the have received: 
Now to what p 
courſe, and what it · ſerve for, but 
to rene y their Reſentment, which | 18. 
almoſt appeaſed .; and; to ekindle 
Anger, Which et alnoſt — 
E wor aa Proceeding, your Mind- 
and you \np 
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the leaſt thing that, has been done againit 
them, that "make Forghenefs ; 
hard an difficu t. Work. But £409 is 4 
le. Things ought to be 
deſpiſed; for i 2 een then, if 
we examine and xonkder hem. our Ima- 
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great and; dabgerous_ Error. We myſt 
wt b be Sons upon the Point of Ho- 
nour : 

gination will, quickly magnifie them ; 
and the mote. 00 think u 1 them, the 


more rad e > hey wi ar to us, 
nl ing Ft; AQUI. al born. mare 
fiercely, + hes had not lald ſo much 


Streſs” HW 1 titthe Provocation, you 
would have been free from the Anguiſk. 
and Trobble you now ſuffer. | 

Never vt to cover your Paſſion 
and your Vanity with, the Pretext of 
piety and Reaſon, but always remember 
what I am nom about to ſay to you. lt 
what is faid or done againſt you” 

* ns real Hurt, you ought to . 
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| Sufferings come from God, aa 'there- 
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mit to we tt 1 bis Wiſdom ſhall 
ny - and that we ſhoulda wiy } 


RE "be Yones'* 7 + 
ever, it ry that Thouls 
warn boos) ant relies: too com- 
non 4 thoſe that are other ways ve- 
| are apt to declare their” 
| Nad ER „When the Will ef 
od makes if thejr Duty, ts which hey. 
leſire to conform themſe}ves; but they 
vould fain excuſe entre fed the 
reſent Affliction that lies upon tbem, 
* think any other 'would be eaſie to 
hem, but that whieh they endife al- 
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unquiet, and that they never perfectly 


they compkhain it hinders; their, Endea- 
vours after Chriſtian Perfection; and 
that inſtead of e their Virtye, 

F. Gpilt.. The Man who 
; touched in dis Reputation, declares 
how. williagly he would ſabmit to a 
other Afflickion that could hefal him, 
but he is not able to bear duch injurious 
Reflections, they ſtrike ROS his Heart. 
The ſick Man, that ĩs confi d to his Bed, 
which is irkſome and very tireſome, 
complaivs. that his B makes him 
impatient, and diſcontented, and prevents. 
the Practice of ſeveral good Works he: 
deſign d, if free from his Sickneſs. | The 
Woman, who meets with a perverſe 
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Husband, and with 3 
ent Children, would ſuffer willipgly-any 


other Affliction, except that which lies 
upon her, which ſhe imagines can onl 

ſer ve to increaſe her Miſery in this Life 
and the next. In ſhort, there is almoſt no / 
body but who would be willing to ex- 
change their prefeat Croſs for another, 
and think themſelves unhappy; in the par- 
ticulart ſort of their Sufferings; whence: 
it proceeds, that their Minds are always 


reſign. themſelves to. the, Will of God. 

Now. all this Management is very un- 
reaſonable; for is it not God that ſends 
er permits enk re ee 


No 
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Does not the Mäander of your 
come from nis Hand? Is it for you to 
determine what He ougbt to-do? And 
ought you to preſcribe ro Him the par- 
ticular 'Croſs He Thovld lay upot'you? 
Baniſh all ſuch Thoughts from yo 

ind, and let the Croſs which He ſends 
you de received with Reſignation and 
Satiafation, _thoygh it may be it is not 
what "ou Would have choſs for your 
Self: It is ſufficient to make you con- 
tented and quiet, that it comes from 
God ʒ and that therefore it is by this Af. 
fiction that He deſi ny to make Voor 
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ficulties are; too great to ark out 


> Virtue. be bu careful to ſerve 
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Be content mil that Co tow God 
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you to arrive at PRE appineſs of el 
Life, but by being faithfol and, 55 

in thoſe e i n hes Bre 
has determined for be toro 
ta beg of God the Light of 125 
rit, when yon are about chookng your 
Calling, or engaging in any parkicular 


ſo much influenced b y Paſſion, by Intereſt, 8 
or any worldly $90 ideration; as. by Rea · X 
| fon, as by its Tendency to promote your il 
Salvation, and as by the Advice of your WM: * 


Parents, of à pious' faibfot Friend. And 
aboye all Things, deſire of God that He 
would teach yon to do his Will. 


2. Acquit your Self faithfully of the par 775 


ticular Obligations of divion. T 
are Saints in all Callings, and in all Cir- 
cumſtances of Life: Never popes! 


therefore that iy ne 
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I. Poſſeſs our Self with the Nau £0 . 
what Po Ces 0 , This is the 11 
Step you mull maße; like St. Paul 7571 
his Conyerſon, you muſt cry ont, Lord, 

bat wouldſt thou e 'The 
| Foundation of a Chriſtian Life muſt be 
laid in Knowledge ; our Minds muſt be 
gary. 14 50 in, the Particulars of 
dur Duty, be 1 wp poſſible we ſhould 
TraRtile. Therm muff relate 
ot only ta c Teo In genetar Bu 
all aa cinſtanct TE 
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Vankeny, © of Relation. A requires. rom us. 
re el Sten 


. . N with ph es of , 
7 1 14 725 5 Face 
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won 


the Knowledge Fra uty, the next 
Step muſt be, to put it courageoully ig 
Execution. A : Alas! what Improvement 
ve. you, made of that Light 11 
7885 to your pderſtandi 
thoſe - oly Dilpolitions, wi 75 * Ny 
has en yered your. Will? He had be- 
ſtow'd ſuch. Fayonrs Upon * they 
would have made a better Uſe of them, 
and, guess bie Time have attain'd- large De- 
Picty- which. Reflection ought 


ye He ihy Sloth and Negligence. . 


9804 bas done his Part, 7 tk He en- 
lightens, our Minds, . and influences our 
AﬀeQions ; but i a is our Buſineſs to walk 
_ - azthe Chile dren of Light. He has ſyffici- 
ent ared his Good-will towards 5 

i cog ys, with £ many Means of 


mult b to ns F right 
Uk of ch them; 0 
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f we had fectived” 8 
Favours. not therefore the Hol 
Spirit, who's the Avthor: of Peace ai 
oy, but fender th el His 
oly — — gt 
III. not leſt Degree 
n pen Jö I thou under fob 
he Value of the leaſt of his Favogrs, unc 


rthoſe ge Thasghts bien: pas unre- 
t erded by Theeg td woulPl certainly 
em chem very highly; and nor render 


hem” ineffectual by h ſtupid Carelef. 
eſs. Every Spark f — Thoug ur 
hould de bon into Flaine, and pro = 
ice à ſüjtable Practid in thy Life and 
onverſatio God ſtands knocſ ing at the. 
Door of vou Heart, de not yen rëfuſe c- 
pen it, and let Him in; ber remember 

lways that He beſto ws his Grace in pro- 

ortion to out Uſe" of it. A right Im- 
rovement of the firſt Degree; prepares 

$ for a latger Communication; the: © 
ontempt öf "his. firſt Offers, makes us 

il moregifivorthy of his merciful Com- 

ſion towards us: Jo him that bath ſhall” 5 


given, and to him that bath not, ſhall be 
00 Wien an r ' that which! bel harb. 
W 47 our Saviour, 7 
m, r. 4 tors keep thy Words, my 2 
the ber wi Ive hem, e will con _ 114 
- n, and mute our” Abode with bim. = 
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liſt'ning to the Deceit — the Evil one, 


Prayers, when our Minds Hould be xd 


Charity, and the Means of accompliſhing 


IV. Be. careful te dift 
ow of fd ON Ne 


Angel, of Light, and gild over 15 Bal 


with ſpecious Pretenges to deceige thee. 

The Thoughts that offer themſelves, and 
e ob- 
impoſed 


the. Seaſon af chem muſt 
— that dare 
2 6 finel”; 4707 46 500 WY 
i DireRoo is very important. For 
Example, when an Opportunity offers of 
Practiſi — Act of Mortißcation, of 
— Chari ty, or of Patience, &. 
you may be previ. upon by 3 falle 
— wt ink that that Act of Vir- 
tune —— not to be rform'd 
at that Time; that it ais eaſonable, 
and tho good in it ſelf, may hetter be 
adjournꝰd to another Opportunity; 3 and 
ſo inſtead of complying with that holy 
Motion which Goligits ou to Good, by 


you, are diverted from it. Thus in our 


upon God, to whom we addreſs, and up- low 
on thoſe Things we deſire to be ſuppli- 
ed with, our Thoughts will ſometimes 


be taken up in projecting ſome Work of 


it. Now this, though; good in it felt 
muſt at that time be rejected as an An 
the Devil makes uſe * to hay 
; M 
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1 1a right Performance of our De- 
we hus Kot it is that we 
ould attend to our Thoughts, and the 
ight Seaſon of Bacouraging: them when 
hey are good. n 
V. Often conſuls N yeur ſpiritual 
vide. We axe all apt to be too partial 
o our Sel yes, and are too preſumptu- 
dus when we lean too much to our own 
Inder ſtandings. Beſides, the Guidance 


r our Paſtor is one of the Means God af- 
f Words for our Improxement, and his AG 
r ſtance is very neoeſſary to preſerve us 


from being impoſed upon. Let him be 
5 quainted with the State of thy Soul, 
yith thoſe Temptations and Difficulties 
horas. thee, With thoſe -Poubts . 
that oppreſs;thee, with the Sin that does 
moſt eaſily beſet thee, with thoſe Frail- 
ties that Naſt frequentiy overcome thee. 
Let him know. the Poſture of thy Mind 
12 thy , Devotions; how thou Jet 6 
thy Time when: at; keifure, 
buſie; how. thou governeſt;thy.Family 3 
how: thou diſchargeſt thy, Calling; and. 
how frequently thy Mind is tafreſiveh 
05 devont Thoughts 

I. Faithfully diſcharge yaur Duy. Let 
it be no ſmall Part of your Reflection to 
examine with what Care you perform 
the lt outer you OT: 2 15 5 
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1. "Toward? God. The Service of Cod 
— — to have the Preference in all on 

ions; ſee therefore whether Sloth 
or too enger a Concern for the Thing 
of the World, does not make ou omit 
ying Him that Devotion and Attend: 
ance which He requires from yon. - 
| Towards yoo lf Self / Would it not be 
. rdonable Folly ſo to mind Others 
as to a gled one's Self? Are you careful 
2 Witte a dally Progreſs in Virtue? Do 
u perform all your Actions with EX. 
26 neſ and Regularity ? Are the Duties 
of your Relation and Calling diſcharged 
with their due Perfection? 
3. Towards others.” If you have à Fami. 
ly under your Government, what Care 
do you take in the Education of your 
Children, in the Inſtruction of your Ser. 
vants, and in every thing that relates to 
the Temporal and Spiritual Affairs of 
it ? If you have the Cute of Souls, what 
Zeal do you ſhew in the Diſcharge of 
your ſacred Function? What Concern 
appears to ſave thoſe for whom Chriſt 
died? If you are a judge, or Civil Mag- 
ſtrate, what Impartiality in Diſtributing 
Juſtice, ' what Diligence and Fidelity in 
Executing the Truſt committed to you! 
Cc. . -#. FIT Mir 

Remember aways that as every State 

ard Condition has its Advantage, ſo - 
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z not without its Dificulties and Tem- 
ptations. It is in Heaven only that We 
ſhall be placed beyond the Reach of Dan- 
zer and the Fear of any Relapſe. Conſi- 
ler therefore the particular Temptati- 
ons of your Circumftances,! and in what 
manner they may be apt to hinder your 


| ncreale in Piet 5 reflect upon; thoſe. 
0 Faults that moſt uently OCCur to Peos 
15 ple in your Condition, and endeavour 
5 xrefully to avoid them, that you may, 
Ti by the Mercy of God, be number d among 
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Saint in Glory everlaſting. - 4h y . 
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T is not to be doubted, but that when 
you ' ſeriouſly. reflect upon the Cruci- 
ixion of yaur Saviour for the. Sins of the 
World, tranſacted as upon this Day of 
„de Week, you may be prevalld upon to- 
'"o uadertake the Work of.' Aarrification, 
bis Proſpe& of a crucified Feſas has 
u uotives ſufficient. to humble the moſt: 
i N ſenſual Sinner, and to put him upon Acts 
„ite Self denial, eſpecially. when 500 have 
. onſider'd the abſolute Neceſſity of this 
Virtue: and this in reſpect, 1. To 


— 


1. Toe what ir paſt. Though we an 
made capable of Pardon and Reconcilia. 
tion to God by the Merits of Feſas Chriſt; 
yet if we do not puniſh our Selves for our 
Sins in this World, we ſtall be more liz. 
ble to ſuffer. for them in the next. Exer. 
ciſe the Part of a ſevere Judge upon your 
Self, and execute the Sentence, that you 
may prevent the Juſtice of God in the 
V He takes upon the eſſeminate 
and voloptuous Sinners. Tour Acts of ln. 
temperance and: Exceſs muſt be mortif. 
ed, by abſtaining from thoſe lawful Plea. 
. ſures you have abuſed ; your extravagant 
and immoderate Mirth, by Tears of Sor- 
row and Compunctien; your Ads of 
Fraud and Injuſtice, by Reſtitution and 
Charity; the Follies and Gayeties of tri- 
fling Converſation, by 177 Re- 
tirement; the Peel oms of your Tongue, 
and the Liberties you have taken in re- 
flecting others, by Silence and reli 
gious Meditation. If any one fell into a 
ny notorious Sin after Baptiſm, the . 
mitive Church thought it not ſufficient 
that he ſnould repeat his Crime no more 
but he was obliged, by a long Courſe of 
Maurtificat ion, by Fuſting, Prayer, "Tears, 
and Good "Works, to endeavour to wall 
out the Stain and Guilt. 
2. To what is preſent, The Inclinations 
af the Fleſh carry us to forbidden Plea- 
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our Senſes, 5 46" 1 5 ort 
becauſe the Love 
that it often impoſes upon dur Under- 


Mert bene len. J 7 
ſures, and . are dent pon gra- 


es. This makes ĩt 


8 your to ſubject 
to R 85 to a ur Mind to 3 
tual Obj eas, dy 


ine 1 ITE irre 
Paſſions 250 JU 19 855 nj. He Mo 
tudes of P vl Cen to the Miſe. 
Taſting ' Darkneſs for not ab- 
ſtainidg from a particular Pleaſure, for 
not conquering ES Paſſion. There 
is always reafbm to keep a Watch * 
des 5 


o great, 


tify yy the 
keep" your 


Pleaſure is 
ſtandings, and makes us judge that to be. 
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rage, let rod tent 
hos irits, 35 prüfe dur eien. 


The f ot 1 8 5 7 pu 4 


11 more 270 and meer 


8, 
the more mo deny dur Selyes fenfbal Gra- 


tifications, the greater will be our Re- 


ward, and the brię ghter will be our Crown. 


And indeed we be never truly conform 
ed to the image gf the Son of God, till 


our Old Map is cified with Him, and 
the Body of Sinisdeſtroy&.. Let us there- 
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1 fore addreſs our - Selves- to the Son of 
| | God, intreating Him, that He would 
| derive.into our Souls x ow e Se Effica- 


I of his le hc 200 Alk-fi 4/1 13a 
ce, in order to at Sacri- 
18 of our Old N. Ae can only que 

us to partake of His Glory. 

. The Acts of this Wirren, 
1. 7 fubduing the. Paſſcons.. Here 
Fondation of Mortificarion, muſt be 1 
All the Pafſiogs, 1 Jeſs, make their 
Attacks N us; by there. 48, always 
7 — which is the mo overning, 2 
plays the Maſter in ds. in us. Fg is Man is ſub- 
ject 0 Anger, 195 to lancholy. 4 
x Wor is apt to put t oman = 4 
Flame, and when ſhe dug her Hu- 
10 1 oc e. wh 
15 may be are inc 0 urity, ut 
tony, or Vopley „t. l theſe Pal. 


ſions muſt 110 N. 1 i Sovernment; 
in order 99 wh lowing Rules 


* nk be obſery'd. } Wit 
Firſt, is to refit the 3 that poi 


a Jou, Jad not to ſuffer your Selt Nis n 
to be preyail'd o do any ching Ne 7 
which that Paſſion ollicits you to. To i our 


its Suggeſtions return 4. poſitive Denial, 
and reſolutely perſiſt in this Method. 
The Second, is not onl to for hear doing 
what that Paſſion -ſollicits 24 to, but to. 
* * W EA er and 2 5 
Mate FC holy 
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holy ſet upon yon, inſtead of Roughneſs 
uy NT Toxins SoftneRs and Aﬀ-! 
ability. H carnak Thoughts and intempe- 
ate Deſires” preſs ö pon you; 'inftead of 
zratifying them, or -pleafins your Self 
ith the” Repreſentations they would 
ake, turn your” Mind upon other Ob“ 
ects, and"exerciſe- ſome Act of Abſti- 
ence ul 1 hs — 15 
II. In denying the Senſes. If e WII 4 
ie our Sem een thing we lau ful 
y may, we ſhall not be long free from 
;uilt ; for by Indulgence, they will acquire: 
great Power and Empire over us, and 
then at Wil be a diffichlr Task to den 
them any thing: So that if we would ſe- 
re out eternal Salvatibn, by conq ver- 
ing and ſubduing our Senſes in- al Inſtan- 
es that are ſinful, we muſt take care not 
o indulge them in any Inſtances WHatſo-⸗⸗ 
cver. This Object pleaſes you, look not- 
too long upon it. This Beck 1s full of- 
Wit, which ſerves only to gild over the 
Poiſon and Danger of it ; read it not. lt 
is not to be ĩmag great Advantage 


wo =" the 
we ſhall receive by neglecting to gratifie 
our Senſes; Experience only can aſſure- 
us 1 5 tendsito ſecure ——— oy 
In pruſt iſing ie upon the Or- 
caſions. Never excuſe ee oth fro Mor- 
bficationg by ſaying, chat the Occaſions 
that offers for it ĩs inconſiderable: If it 


G < 18 


"go: , FRID-4Ts 1 


always aſſert the Awpire- over ypur Paſ. 
ia Matters of the greateſt Moment you 


Emotion not prefently ſuppreſs d, have 
and 


Spiritval Exerciſes. If they uſed theſe 


is aittle thing, it will coſt you the leg 
Fains; but the Conſequence is im po. 
tant, becauſe in theſe little Things you 


fons 3 from whence. it will follow; that 


will be Maſter of your Self, and no Paſ. 
ſion will be able to prevail agai alt you. 
But the Thing is not o title: as. you 
are apt to think: How: dear did a L 00. 
coſt David? from which if he had ab- 
ſtain d, he. might have preſery'd his In. 
nocence. An ill- timed Glance of the Eye, 


obſcene Diſcourſe not diſcouraged, a 
Thought not quickly rejected, a cholerck 


drawn after them a, fatal Train of Guilt 
r nog nao oi hd ot hne | 
IV. tn doing Acts of Penance . The Diſ- 
eipline of the Church is at ſo low an Ebb 
among us, that we ought to take the 


more Care to exerciſe it upon our Selves - 
Ii is certain the Primitiye Saints went to 
Heaven by 'Watchings and A 17 
they retrenched from the ordinary Hour 0 
of Sleep, to dedicate it to Prayer and te 
Devotion; they refrain d frequently I ver 


from their ordinary - Meals, that their 
Bodies might be the better diſpoſed for 


Means with ſo great Sugceſs, why: ſhould. 
eit not thou make the lame , 
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1 you are hot- able to reach the Height: 
of theit Keample, imitate it Pill in 1 55 f 
meaſure: If you's can entirely rbear 
a Meal, lt the Quanti be left. d*'the 
Quality nor delicate” If ours taken 
from fon ordinary Reſt may diſturb: thee, 
900 1 now and then 5 bring no- 
277 nA thee. 
5. 74 755 e N Nabvent 
ency you 41 5 oed to. bro Fine Effect 8 
the'Goodnieſs's of God, that He gives ts an 
opere 00 exerciſe ohr Patience, 
The Ki we 985 ne i de 
The Rigour e Sealons, Co e 
Ly, 0 ITY Il Weather, Sr. 
2 italy in dressed, a Bed ill. 
10 K 9 Smell, "the 15 ing. 
of a Bee, ald Thovfind off tle 
Accidenirs that happen to us, give 1121 
fair Opportonity to promote our Salva- 
tot, NY mpfer chem pati patientiy with-- 


t'c hit 
* eg 5 35 2 eee Ry 


Folk. No Map a 1255 put bis Hand 

w the Plovgh, and lobKing back, is ft for 
the Ring gdogm of God * we” muſt ne. 

pa imita e and 3 

hs, un necelfiry: 
Work, "ah. are terrified with: rite Pain 

and Troùbfe t gives tneur; eonfidery; 


* That d W is acquired; 
with- 


c_ * 


i. 3. What we 


poſed your Mind to beg 
will continue his: 5 5 e 'Or- 


* 7 


1 n 


| vitho PRs. 890. that therefore no 


obtai in'd, except we ſtrive 
1 5 Ma my . Often reflect, that the 


more Pains and Labour you beſtow, the 


Fea Glory you. reap; that the Dif. 

raiſes the Merit of yonr Virtue, 
wh ich is more or leſs acce table, accord- 
ing to the Pains you take in procuring 
perform hut ſeldom 
gives us 1E in the Diſcharge 
of it. Let Mortification be familiar i to. 
vou, and. Exerciſe will, make it much 
more eaſie to. you... 4. Never diſtruſt 
the Goodneſs ol God; He who has diſ- 
Agood Work, 


der to enable you to DRE it. 5 n 
our Eyes pyon-the.; crocitied 
as Toffer 

refuſe to deny your Seif for Him. Set be- 
fore you the Example of ſo many faithful 
Servants of God, who have praiſed Mar: 
Uhcation, and that 5 2. e erg 

6. Think the. Joys of 


Nd Which ie 1 8 for ; n of. 
the Pains, of Hell, WI endeavour. 


to dae at and of tlie e and Mul- 
our Sins; and then you can 
71 ES ragement to ine you, 


| abe bd SE dehial. 


— 
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ed. ſo much for you, 4 * vs | 
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VII. Do not 2 ang to excuſe 

ur Self from it oye is very inge- 
Aion 4 ive falſe Colours to our Neg- 
let ; and we are ſo bent upon Pleaſure, | 
and ſoaverſe to the leaſt Suffering, that 
we readily catch at any Plea to excuſe our 
Selves. If we are to-faft, or exerciſe a- 
ny other Act of Self denial, we are apt 
to urge our own Weakneſs, and t 
convenience: we may ſuffer: from it : If 
theſe Pleas wert true, they would be fea- 
ſonable; but very often they are Te | 
imaginary, and become great from our; 
Averſion to give our Selyes the leaſt Dif. 
guſt. At another time, we plead our 
Circumſtances, our Company, or the 


[mpoſlibility, of, doing it, or. ſome, other, 


Reaſons that 17 it m diſpenſe, with 
our Se Let really qur (as 
ces axe no hindrance, the Im poſſibility 
is only 1 and the Reaſons are. 
vain and tri dia, 2 Reaſon is, 

our own Nicenels 250 .Lovg of Pleaſure, 
In ſhort, the Meaſure of gur Frogreſs to- 
wards, Chilftinn. Peg en mull; be tao 
ken from thoſe 1 ue are able to. 


lay IP our Selves, and from the Cons; 
RET ov era 


e n 2, a 
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| get 0 1 . 


1 Sdeinigent 'of thoſe. Nd tites 
which God has planted in us för the Pro- 
gating of Mankind, and which there- 
re © tit be confined within the Bounds 
of lawful e e ſince zn other 
— 9 ＋ of gr 0 8 8 88 
to chat Purity which the enjoins : 
* For thif it the Will God, pore 9% Fun- 
| Ait ut ion, LY bould” th iff ain from For- 


mation, that 74 2 ſe know hiw 70 
puſſeſs his Veſſet in 'SantHification and Fla. 
nour; not in the 4 of e ar 
he Gentiles. which kum or God 
han not called us e 4 ut 700 


vine 8 bi e e ben 


b Fee which ptevaf or 
Wort for ff early Breaches of Inno- 
cence Had not been be: by inddlging 
ſinful Paſſions, Mens Minds 4 not be 
ſo ayerſe from entertaining the Princi- 
ples of Religion, founded in the true 
Reaſon and Intereſt of Mankind: Beſides, 


the 


* * 


Nr 


mar — hes 


85 
8 


2 


- CAS Tr v. my 
the Snning geinſt our onn Bodies, as the 
Apoſtle calls it, expoſes us, 1. To Trouble 
and Apxinty- - H the unglean Sinner bas 
not entirely diſcarded the Fear of God, 
all the good Principles and Maxims of Jo 
virtuous Education ſtare. bim . the 
Face; 3 God's all ſearchi Eye, from | 
which nothing can be hid; a-dreadfut 
judgment, which nothing can avert; a 
devouring Fire, which muſt be his Por- 
tion to all Ntergity 3: Mbat Subjects of 
Horror and Conſt 


ernation are theſe ? 
But if he has ſtifled the Checks of his 
C the Rye of Man muſt ſtitk 
be ſnunmed and 18voided ; for as bad 
as the World is, Vice has not the 
currant Stamp Meaſures muſt be con- 
certed, Opportasities muſt be ſought. 
for, our beſt Friends muſt de impoled 
upon, and every Minute we muſt trem 
ble for fear of being ſur priſed and diſco 
vered, - The Fears of any: young Fer- 
ſony ſeduced * this Paſßon are not 
te be erpresß qd, -ith there be but the 
leaſt Renmzuns of Modeſty and Senſe of 
Honour; and the Am . . ove Pev-> 
ples Minds upon the 3, has! 
riſen ſo „that they 
way: with Ne to get ridꝭ of the 
Torment oß it.“ Wbat Pains and Dif 
caſey it brings upon the lere 0 
* tu be — 


Nr FR 


Honour, in which all-other Vices agree 
wich this; but moreover, becauſoe it is 
contrary to the. 
general Corruption, | has © Toaded'' this: 


becauſe it puts a Man 'upon'ma 


ing dur beſt Friends, and wrong 


— underi the Power uf theſe evil” Ha- 


— N 
— —— — _ — — — 2 — 
— — — — — — — — — nia — — — — — * — * — 
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- 
1 
„ 
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vice the Sinner ho dearly he purchaſes 
his forbidden Pleaſure. 
2. To Share" and babar. And this 
not only upon the Account that it is a 
Violation God's Law, and a Contempt 
of Him, who is the Fountain of true 


ting Ont of 
Mankind, which, in deſpight of the 


Vice with Ignominy eee 
ſe 
and.diſkonourable * A&ions to fie it. 
The Senſe of all Narlont has made the 
Honour: of Women to confift in their 
ape ; and the Word Virtue, hen 
to them, patticularſ relates to- | 
Chaſtity + A Gifs 1 00 Frea-' 
_ if Perjury and Lfidetivy; are con- 
trary to the Rules of Honour of: 1 1 
m 

in the moſt ſenſible Fart, E e 
and contemptible q this Vice, which! ſo 


„ 


— ty bereden, upon theſd baſe A- " 
bree ogra ner ſhame-- . 
radeln, gon Abet 29: . 


_—_ 7 — Deftruiticn...” Fhoſe who! 


bits, know+*:but too well the Forer of 
them 3 and notwithſtandingtheir ſerious- 
Reſalutions at ſome times, their Hor 
an | | FL. 


On x N 
ror of their Condition, their .Uneaſr 
nay 55 the Expence that attends. their - 
ies, yet. "in they are not 
abe | = break their Chains, and it muſt 
be a Miracle. of Grace that recovers 
them; for the Spirit being, ſubdued. by 
the Fleſh, the Obligations we, Religion 
begin to loſe their Force; the Means 
of Religion are firſt neg lected, and then 
the Principles, of it begin to 'be queſti- 
oned, and by degrees, Men are made 
fuch Cap tives of Iles 0 Hr Lbs 
that their Recos * eſperate, 
they are never awa * Senſe. of 
their Foſlies, till the Miſeries of a fad 
Eternity make them repent when it is 
too late. Let all my; Falun, Ce, be 
governed by on and Religion, that =. 
may 4 be deaf te good Conne Let 2651 
to thoſe - 7 ern 1 
Welfare. 708 any, ed 1 * 
T8 Virtye muſt be crete, | 
In your. gt, and Deſwes. It | 
pollble te fir 1 4 been ry E | 
ons may not be unde aa own _. 
vernment, and don 5 — 
may not be aaa for thei ; z but 
it is in your own Power to ſtifle and 
ſuppreſs them, to re ject them 8 7 Hor- 
ror and Confuſion, to apply your Minds 
vigorouſly, upon other Subjects, which 
will "ON divert them ; (becauſe VE 


Ty $479 R VR. 


Frame of our Nature is not capo 
dwelling intenſtly upon two“ ugs at 
the ſame Time. 180 met Ewe . 


fare not to indul ge any 
we muſt caſt aw 27 e Tris ſt that 


krepreſents irs ſelf to us, with Ladignati- 
on; and here our Secinfry Iies in Flight, 


rather than in loooking the Temptation 


in the Face: We certainly offend in our 
Thoughts, When we determine to en- 
joy any pts 7 7 aud 8 
| pet an Occa 5 oe, ir.i in EN 

5 beſides, Wot con Wy Colle t 25 122 
Weft uf Selves with ſuch Thou, ghts, 
though we do not deſign to being then 


Into AR: And as we müſt gobern our 


Tbaoghts in Tooking forward, d we 
wut have the Vids" 97 ox over thety, 
in relation ts what is 22S, t Ab un. 
- clean Paſſages of our ves mut 
never be reflected upon with Pleafure 
ant Satisfaction; for this is deliberate- 
to delight our Selves with ſuch, Fol. 
The which it may be Raſhnefs and Sur- 
7 5 engaged us in at firſt. 
II. In your Wore : Nothing is a great⸗ 
er Sign b& a. corrupt Far than filthy 
and obſcene Diſcourſe; therefore we 
muſt take Cate that our Speech does 
not betray the Diſorder' of our: Minds. 
Nothing can be 4 greater Abuſe of that 
noble Faculty of 8 ch, which diſtin- 
3 "__ 


= Fr 


Cn S T 1 v. my 
gviſhes us from Beaſts, and was beſtow- 
ed npomus'to'glorifie God, and — L 


— hbour; than 5 — — 
filthy" Talk, for hereby we 
Front kl b) Nattre, od rh Chaſte 


and Virtuous, and farther; corrupt thoſe 
whoſe Inelinations are vicious.” Beſide 
at the Day of judgment, we'ſhall give'ar 
Account of alf ſuch: de Wordt; and 
the vain aud unprofitable Talker ſha 
be . 1 obſeene 
Jeſter appear 
We muſt take care, abe yy that our 
Words be free from flagrant Lewdneſs, 
but from any double” Meaning whatſo- 
ever, er to make we of Words 
capable of ſeveral Senſes, With 4 De. 
ſigh to Treaty e ea in thoſe | 
we 'conyetTe: - we. muff a- 
void convey og any c oy che” Fhovs She 
to dur Neigh ont we can pre- 
e From py zu die e 5 
Wen ſing it; for this manner f 
off des moſt Hurt; becauſe 'the 
PoiſorF/js gilded” and made ate ble⸗ : 
whereas 7 * ne filthy, Talk ſhocks 
ar firſt hearing, e be Are oppo- 
ſite to ore, Modeſty,” has not ſo ma- 
lign an Inffuence. Even in relating 9 
ports and Paſſages e 
we muſt not ſd'ty e our Selves 
eras a 3 "offend Chriſtian 


4 Ko. 


i © ther manner of  Eiberties ct 

- ef the laſt act of Uncleangefs g But 

i hey-deceive themſelves; for he 
that fuers is By N xe 

wall de 
apt ta commit Adultery in his Heart; 
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deſty ; for hereb Te too great 


2 Familjarity with diſſolute Expreſſions, 
aud corrupt the Minds of the 9 9 
by entertaining them with ſuch things 


which; they cannot learn too! late, nor 
forget too ſooon. be 
This filthy ſort of Soavef lation ig woſt 
| nanſeous:i in thoſe, who are advaneed in 
Years; becauſe i itargues a Mind extream- 
ly:depraved; and gives too great a Coun · 
tenance to the Follies of V ut. 
III. In vl 


the finiſhing Scene of Loſt, 
conſequently indulge eme g in as: 
Eiberties that fall 


herein t 


them upon a forbidden Object, 


he that indulges any of his Senſes ſo far 
as to excite any Deſire. on forbidden 
| FO: defiles and pollytes his Soul. 
eſer ve our Innocence, dur Eyes, 


2 rs, and our Hands, muſt be kept 
that is, we muſt look upon 


continent; 
nothing, read nothing, hear nothing, 
touch nothing that may inflame our ſin- 
ful Paſſions, or diſpoſe us in any manner 
©. Stade them. All theſe renn, 


fat ; nary 
* 0 


8 ions. Rn 
apt to conclude themſeives innocent, 
| Joo ided they preſerve themſelves. free 
- m . 


c 5 A Kip 1 v. 141 ad; 


na EL of -Guilt; 
of "pr. es 5 I brain the 5 
Conſent of of generally | 


they carry us on to S given 
Guilt; for 9905 Luſt N it 
bringeth forth Sin: They ſet us upon a 
Precipice, where corrupt Nature puſhes 
us upon our e ets thy Chriſtian 
Pru the in ſetting a Gyard 
vpon thy own Inclinations, and by avoid- 
ing Provocations, to keep thy Paſſion at 
due Diſtance by the Uſe of Reaſon, leaſt 
tho ſho dit Narr be ſurpriſed by 
This As: ſilgus refuſed to receiye 2 
Kiſ from 4 Seiko Perſon: addreffing 
to him, and Cyrus would not ſuffer _ 
ſelf 1 to behald t Beauty of Panthas. 
2 Mortiße your Body. He that an 
deſires he End, will make uſe 
aral proper Means to "attain it. If we 
reſolve to. keep our Bodies in Chaſtity, 
we muſt not pamper them, nor exceed in 
our Meaſures of Eating and Drinking. 
The Ax muſt be laid to the Root of the 
Tree, and the Remedy muſt be applied 
to the Cauſe of the Diſtemper. There 
is a Proviſion for the Fleſh that diſpoſes 
us to fulfil: the Luſts thereof; if we 
would extinguiſh the Flame, we ſhould 
not add ſuch Fewel as ſerves only to 
encreaſe it. Faſting has in all Ages 
been made uſe of to this purpoſe; and 
among 


142 2 D 4 5 


ſag ee force 


the Baie of Of it, tis 8 05 
derable chat it raſkrgins f — 85 
Yrs of the 55 155 {daſs 25 


b ; 
P ms ite He .Rigour. Beſs 1 5 . 
C 


5 not forget to ahſt ain 
EE to. the Body; 
for Fe to the 4 to 
looſe Mir 


aud pampers the 
Diſeaſe of pur Diature, which our ce | 
Buſineſs: is to cure 3 


Apply; your Self te ſome innocent o, 
1endable 97: 4 The Mind 
| 0 rincip to con- 
19 55 ns Zac of of. i 25 
able to = various Objects es 
equal Auen F e, Appetites of our 


Bodies frequen e Bent of o 
dere e Me gat High, ot 87 
we are readi FOE tn Pra 


— 3 5 95 Means, Fa 10 
iverting. our 05 ts from d we 
upon forbidden, 0 for when in 
are. proſecuting any Art or Science, 
when we are em 1 in innocent Bu- 
ſineſs, or any lawful Calling, we are not 
at leiſure to Enterrain Thoughts of Plea- 
ſure, the ,Deſrres and, Appetites af the 
Fleſh find no Encouragement, and there- 


hands 10 Wee Let thy great Care 
therefore 


1 12 


ri nt, 97775 


hay: Nam 3 


how to 
a0 where it p rk, Eber 
dom maintain. its i Span but 18 T 
ced to an Enemy Lane uh, FE ready. 
to betray, Aus. Grant, 0 , 
72 be prquſty jor profit ably, employed : 
may habe m0 Leiſure ta ' ingulge the. 225 
15 af the Heſu; nor time to entertain 
Mind, Gn” ov Hcg defile the So 550 
VI. Dsſtnaſt thy Se e en 
have been ral by preſuming too much 
upon their own strength; by running 
themſelves into Temptation, Which the J 
bad the Confidence ig think they coul 


1 F Mo, and temp 0 


Men of ae a 5 


„ toon Fo ESS 


ES 


convinced them of th Error, and want - 


Q x > : OO 


made 


| 


caſily .nialter 3 but Jad-experience- has 
of Caution has OR their Virtue, and 


. Gaar 


| to the greateſt Advantage '?- Solomon pro- 


144 SA 1 9 1 jb 
wdacle work for Repentance. H 
uy ike we blame 4 g Hoke | 

been 10 n Coon on 
1 WI out 2 ho pre arat 

revoke” which were nieceſlyr pat 4 4 
ke hi Ren the CE 4h 0 mould 
| uc pon his natural Powers 
59125 e "the Diſcipline of 25 and 
Diet, and all that preliminary Mapage⸗ 
ment Allie fits the Body to exert ft felf 


2 that Man hap 5158 al- 
. js Ant makes Confite ence 205 b Poriion 
* of Kool Ib Fool rageth 2 455 {ch fiaenr: 
We ſhall fd dur ha cived7if we 
think to po far in à flippery "Path with- pat 
ont a fall, if we Ute to ue our 
N a to ſuch a Pornc without danger; 
for as 3 Man can have tb affutanice of 
that, ſo if one could, who can after for 
79 that they ſhall keep within 
the Bounds they propoſe? The Corru- 
ption of Nature is greats and the Vio- WW, 
jence of dür Appetites imperugbs ; ſo 
that. if we give them all the Liberty we 
lawfully may, they wilt quickly maſter WW.” 
us, and ſpatch at foch Gratifications that Wl 
are unlamful to enjoy. From zl ſenſe Bi 
therefore of thy dn Werne and of i... 1 
the Power öf Temptation; rep at a'di- More 
ſtance from all f Eich ſtances Wat "os 


BY; — corrupt thy "my "Tek 


CHAS Fr. ws - 
Truſt not itity Self in reading Bookothit— 
are framed to raiſe thy Paſſionsly/to gt 
upon: Pictures chat mae thy! Dette to 
converſe with Go cliat delight 15 
ſhew thy Wit in Richy Sübſects⸗ 7 The 
more diſſident vom art of y Self, the 
leſs liable u will be o expoſe your: | 
Self to langer - 4%, 11 16 Waun i * | 
VII. A4voill 'familaaray with cheveomeris.. 
ry Sex. EA¼αε. of all Paſhbas) is che tnoſt 
Dangeronsz fbecauſt the. môſt Violent, 
and hardeſt ta ibe over οe e Now: att 
Intimacies of this eee ons that 
nay fire ur: Paſſions, and ate therefore 
o be avoided{ct is hy this method that 
our Afftetians are inſenſtbly tly; engägadt; 
and when! they are f, bent towards 
in Object they ſeel to grati fie themſei nes 


y en) — — 
hat is founded gurely upon Virtue and 
crit; and is the Jeaſb fu by:Senſe, 


ay in the ifſue-prove fatal atid:dariges 
_—_ :for5thokrart Av we okra. 
har med with>the-Beatities-of: the Min 
1 — Underſtanding, 
by!a modleſt and virtuous Beha- 
iour ; 3 aur Adiniration 
ad Delight in theſe! Accompliſhments = 
; 1 3 whole Perſon and 
e ä — —— 
ore \agreeadle } - : 
a * 


- 
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Cate, and emen eee; dd 


| 0 | Fleſh. e 
VIII. Pr. quently 2 nth, 
Fhis is the Wu 88 ni rn 
--God which is ſo neceſſary to preſerye u 
from fulling, or to recover us. if wem 
ſo unfortunate as to tranſ = 
frequency of it will fix our inds 
ſpiritual Objects, and fill ws. with 
Senſe of God's being preſtut - every 
where; an Impreſſion which is 2 bu. 
per to keep our Appetites under 
ment; for who will not be re — 
from gratifying them, when he remen 
bers the All- 3 g Eyeof God, who | 
infinite 1 of is wil 
deaden our ctions to ſenſual Enjoy 
ments; for when we are importunat 
for things more Exxellent, and of whic 
we have greater need, we ſhall ſo pal 
through things Temporal, as not to for. 
feit our Title to thoſe which are Eterna 
Beg therefore of God, that He would cr 
ate in you a perfect abhorrence of all In 
purity; that 1 He would cleanſe you fron 
all filthineſsof Fleſh and Spirit; that Ht 
wonld ſet a ſtri& Guard on thy Senſe 
turn away thine Eyes, ſtop thine Ea 
bridle thy Tongue, and reſtrain thy Han 
N from all Uicleanneſs: That He won 
give thee Grace >, fly all ing e N 
1% Opportunities Corrupting * ri 
80 or thy Self. 


dle \ 
a 
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And when impure Thonghts are the 
gemaius of a bad Life, and the Puniſhment 
of thoſe evil Habits we had formerly con- 
tracted we muſt endeavour to quench this 
Fire with the Tears of Repentance for 
what is paſt: We muſt confeſs before 
Cod the Impurity of our former Lives, 
and abhor our Selves for thoſe Follies 
whereby we have offended Him ; We 
muſt beg Him to ſtrengthen our Reſblu- 
tions, and in his good Time to caſt out 
the Remains of the unclean Spirit: We 
muſt look upon them as a juſt Correcti- 
on for our former Diſorders, and ſab+ 
mit with Patience and Humility, ſaying 
vith Joſeph's Brethren, We have: deſerved 
leſe things, becauſe we have ſinnel. 

We ,maſt the rather apply our Selyes 
o this Remedy of Prayer, cbecauſe thro? 
ts Power and Strength all other Means 
become ſucceſsful — 114 ant” 


© v 
- 
* 
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tand 31669337191 e bono“ 
| C.H A P. 4 a5 nde 
| Ode f | ! Sf. '® 4 
| efleitions. 5 eating tothe. Conquering 
01 ef 8 Woes: am 87 20% 
nb d en nde 
0 A ETER having preſctibed to yon 
0 the deans to obtain any conſidera- 
le Virtue, it is neceſſary at preſent; that 
ſhould give you — or- 
iar 2 a 


der 


148 Reflection relating to the = 
der to the Conquering of any Vice, and 
to enable you Weben cen e Tem. 

ptations, which appear as ſü many Ob. 
ſtables and Hindrances to your Perfegi. 
on. At is true, this Life is a perpetus 
Warfare, where 4 thouſand Occaſionʒ 
offer themſelves of contending with Ene. 
mies, that want neither Inelination nor 


Malice to deſtroy us; welmuſt either op- 
poſe thoſe Vanities of the World, which 
conſtantly allure us, or reſiſttheſe Aſſaultz 
the Devil makes upon us, or contemn thoſt 
flattering Careſſes of the Fleſh, whereby th 
it ſeeks to ruine us. But beſides all theſe Ml p; 
Temptations, from which no Body is ex- I 
empt, there is always one mote fierce Ml co 
than the reſt, which wages a cruel War th 
againſt us: It is the Maſter-Paſſion of our an 
Minds, the Sin which doth moſt eaſily be! ſo 
ſet us; it being certain, that every one up 


has a weak Place, over which he ought Na c 
particularly to watch. The following to 
Method may be ſerviceable towards the Wyo! 
Conquering any darling Sin. " 
1. To fear it. The firſt Step to be made, dre 
is to be afjprehenſiye of thar Sin de lich 
you are moſt ſubject. It appears to you, 
it may be, but as a Trifle, a Matter of 
{mall Conſequence : alas! there are ma- 
ny, who made the Judgment as yo 
do, and who giving themſeſves little or 
no Concern to get rid of a Faſſion, to 


which 


* 


Conquering. of ary Vice. 1 
which they were moſf incliged, have 
thereby been betray d into manydeplora- 
hoes — us Faults 3 and their un- 
has proved ſometimes irre- 
— HT Alte pan, to which 
you hegin to be ſubject; that Liberty 
vou indulge of gratifying, your Senſes in 
Hearing, Seeing, and touching every 
thing that pleaſes you; that Vanity 
which already takes Poſſeſſion of your 
Heart; and which diſpoſes yon upon all 
Occaſions to prefer your Self hefore o- 
thers ; alas you ought to fear left theſe 
Paſſions in the Bud ſhonld in a fmall time 
Bow and Flouriſn, leſt little Sins be- 
come great ones, and in the Iſſue prove 
the deplorable) Source of your Re 
and eternal Deſtruction: To preven 
ſo diſmal a State, yon muſt be aways : 
upon 5 gm muſt live under 
a conſtant 8e — dreadful Evils, 
to which the — u of 
your Nature c poſcs it ene 
II. Toorefsftiar; It is not enough to 
le, Naread the bad Conſequences of a govern- 
ich Wing Pa ſñon, but we muſt take all Occa- 
ſions to reſiſt and oppoſe it; ſo that it 
nay not get the better of us, by making 
s do whatever it ſuggeſts ta us: For if 
ve do not denꝝ ĩt the Gratification it pre- 
nds to, it will quickly 9 nerd = 
dio Imi Moms — * 3} 


— 


150 - . Reflettions on be 
on-ns, and fortify it ſelf to ſuch a De. 
gree, that the Conqueſt will be much 
more difficult, it we are ever ſo happy 
as 0 a 5 How 20 Vane 
paſs, that A „ Luxury and Va 
Pride or Corercuſheſs, prevail as m ach 
upon you now, as they did Ten Years 
ago? Alas! you give no check to theſe 
Paſſions; you are provoked againſt a 
Perſon that ſhocks you, and inſtead of n 
reſiſting your Anger, and moderating 
your Paſſion, you give way toit, and ſay 
all che injurious: Things you can think of 
againſt the Perſon that offends you. Com- 
pany and good Liquor tempt you to 
drink to Exceſi; inſteadb of denying 
your ud ee, the Offer, 
comply with both; 10 that'you im- 
— paart what the Temptat ſhe 
on fuggeſts to you; and after the fame 
Manner you practiſe in relation to other 
Vices. What wonder therefore if you Tres 
are always ſubject to a Vice, which you ur 
have never Reſolotion enough to oppoſe! 
Hut there is ſtill a greater Inconvenien- er t 
cy: Which is, that you are not ouly ſub- T0. 
ject to the ſame Vice continually, which 
you do not reſiſt; but that vou dai e. 
become more ſubject to it: The Habit Ne V 
of the Sin grows ſtronger, and by fre- et 
quent repeated Acts it is fo rooted i 
| you, that it becomes almoſt e an 


— — — —— 


Conquering of any Vice. 15¹ 
2 conquer it. Thus you may ſeo 
hen how important a Matter it is to 


4 


G0 049028 boil TH ade, 

Ill. Fly em it. Your: Enemies are 
dangerous, that it is always ſafer to 
did meeting with them, than to expoſe 
our Self to the Hazard of being over- 
dme. I ſhould do you no inconfiderable 
jece of Service, if I could thoroughty 

davinte / yon, That'a get ſon that expoſes 
imfelf: to the Ocruſion of Sinning, is 
af conquer'd ; and that among thoſe 
ho truſt them ſelves in dangerous Cir- 
mſtances, very few eſcape. We are 
d weak of our Selves, and Temptati- 
ns are ſo ſtrong, and we have ſo-great 
Byaſs to that hich is Evil; that if we 
d to this an Occaſion of Sinding, haw®. 
iſficolt will be our Retreat 


5 - ” we + FX kk — 


IV. Pray againſt it. In vain we at- 
mpt che Cornet of any Vice, without 
rength from: above 3 and ſiuce by 
dur own 'Experteace you find it a-difs 
cult Work, vou eannot be too earneſt 

or the Help and Aſſiſtance of God's 
race; particularly when you approach 

e Altar, and commemorate the Sacri- 

ce of your dear Redeemer, pray that 

le Virtue of it may extend to the Sin 

at doth moſt eaſily beſet you, that it 

ay ſtrengthen your Reſolutions againſt 

, and fortifie you in the Dgy of Trial. 

H, 4 Let. 


r 
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352 Reflections 98-4 be. 5 
Let che dreadful, Conſequences! of it fre. 


quently: be the Subject of yonr Medits. p 
tions, that your Mind being thoroughly WM #, 
_ 1mpreſtwith a great Horzar of the Vice he 
ou ate moſt ſubjectꝭ to you maꝝ be led hi 
ce, nig da ren rn ee co 
V. Examine your Self often. Serious Iy 
Reflection upon our Selves often repeated MI do 
is an admirable Inſtrument of Reform- co 
tion. By this means no Vice can make a+ 
ny conſiderable Progreſs without being la 
detected: This gives us an Occaſion to De 
conſider the ſalſe Steps we have made De 
and thoſe Circumſtances that have bei F. 
the Cauſe of them, and thoſe Remedieſ 50 
which are moſt proper to apply for t At 
Cure of them Co 


VI. Perſevere. The Perſeverance fro 
recommend to you, conſiſts in the con. 
ſtant Uſe, of thoſe Means I have offer d 
to yon; and not to follow the Examp 
of many, who, after a ſhort Trial of the 
Remedies preſcrib d. deſiſt from the U 
of them, and in a Week's time, no mon 
think of the Directions that have beet 
given, than if they had never been 
mention d. And farther, it conſults i 
not being diſcouraged by any Ad vantagę 
the Enemy may get over us; and 
not withſtanding the Faults we mij 
ſometimes commit, never to let go Or 

ae opes 


e u rie. 15 
Hope s df awengin them. It is one of 
gre at. Arrifices the Devil, to per- 
bags 0 . Pinner that tis joſt La- 
hour to üttem pt to mend his Life; that 
his Recovery is inipoſſible ; and that his 
evil Habits are too deeply rooted to be 
conquer'd. ] Never ve! heed to this 
lying Spirit, but raiſe go Courage to 
do your »Duby, berter- for the. Time to 
come hal). aims 2s hands | 
| ſhall. c nclude* theſe. Nefeckions by 
laying, before on thoſe Methods the 
8 makes 4. of in order td your 
DeftruMiog.. 5 buſt attacks you, b 1 N 


gbts, 525 then end 15 to 
N ec ik 
Arid y NR to ſofficit your 
Conſent tone bad Thoughts; and 
from thence he ſtirs you up tõ ot them 
in Execution. From Actions ent- 
ty repe ated, be forms ooh, evil Habits, 
in 555 5 Habits bring upon us as. it 
A2 8a and this. 
Recall Ga forth Death: the eter- 
nal Dead the Sinner. Your Buſineſs. 
therefore mult? be to countermine his. 
Projects; 1. Byrefiſting alFevil Thoughts, 
10 throwing them ont of your Minds. 
2. By not-only denying your Conſent, 
bur by making an Act contraty to the: - 
Thought, proteſting t tobSod, that” yon 
Will rather die than offend' Him. By 
| HS never 


1 92 e of Spirit th the 3 
never ing to commit the Lnful 
Agios bus by conragioully oppoſing ſing th 
Temptation, that y 

Crown of Victory . by x ab 
Eris of e | 


. * 4. 1 
« 2 ge 


07 4 ma * 4 be 
anti reſolved to ſerve God with the 
beſt. of aur - Powers, is an admirable 


ene 7 nn . 


1 elt as preſend ſet before” 0 you. tro 
ſorts o Perſons, of a different 

der. The firſt are wy eee their 
chief - Buſineſs: to ſeek after God, who 
deſire nothing more than to pleaſe Him, 
whoſe Diſcourſe is chiefly of Him, and 
_ Whoſe Minds are fill'd with the Idex's o of 


Dis. infinite prot ore 
pre 


Hany Opportunity o 
ing any 6 
Brace. it with Eagerneſs; 
adminiſters to them greater Joy and Sa- 
— L wh * ſuch Occaſions of 
ſerving y Few at- 
| — —.— — reliſh it wich great Vi- 


goury and make it a Foundation for the 
Exerciſa of noble Acts of Virtue. 


They pers all their Adios wh 


} 


. "re 
nach Bxa&neſs, and with ſTach-a bertan 
greeable Fervour, as plainly ! demon- 


9323 


oly Spirit of God. von 
ink is the Reaſon —＋ ſons 

zovern themſelves with ſo much Perfe- 
tion ? The only Account that can be 

viven of it is, that they are fervent in 
Spirit, and fully bent in their Minds to 
erve God to the utmoſf᷑ of their Power. 
The Character of the other ſart of 
eerſons conſiſts in a certain Sloth | 
hich 5 in all their Actions: If 


_ it is with continual Diſtrafti- 
on Mind, and without _— 

ith what they -are: about. tis very 
rely in their Though, abd Heavenly 
hings are ſeldom: the Subject of their 
onverſation. If they — 


Ive way tocthe — — 
preſent 


Pp of doing good 

lf, they either never —— 

they take it ines eheir: Thoghts/rh — 
we not Courage to practiſe it. If they: 
e under any "Obligation of Exerciſing. 
ny Acts of | Devotion, one plaimy ſees 
y their-negligent: 3 monde 
Performing them, they: are out 
their Element, and that ſuch 
tents are a ſort of a force upon t 


tures. Nom all this Proceeds from: 
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Late that"? 6 _ 


affectes® 


_ of n general aud effectual. Mean 


26 Fervewey of Spirit, the 
the Want of that Fervour of Spirit 
which I have mention d; their | Minds 
are not fix d upon God. From whence 
vou muſt needs judge of the Impo aDce 
of this Temper of Soul, and cannot but 
deſire to knom (how it may be acquired 
and how thoſe, Who are ſo happy as t 
enjoy it, may ſtill preſerve it? 
In order to this purpoſe, 1. ſtiall of 
to you ſome Conſiderations, which !] beg 
you to make Trial of, as neceſſary Means 
to keep this holy Fire bright in you 
Mind ide a n. n 
I. Te Exerciſe of Gd Preſence. When 
2 Soldier engages the Enemy in the Pre 
ſſtenee of his Prince, he ſights with greater 
Courage and Bravery. When a Chriſti 
an prays, converſes, or follows his Cal. 

ling, with an actual Senſe that God ſee 
him, and is privy to all bis Thoughts 


it is im poſſible he ſhould be negligent or 
unconcer pd. No; the Senſe of, God's 


Alk-ſeing Bye animates him with Care 
and Diligence, and with this Proſpect 
he endeahours to do every thing thi 
may pleaſe Him beſt. If yon would be 


to pray with Devotion, to. converſe with 
Reſerve; to follow your: Profi ſſion wit 
Diligence, and to govern your Paſſions 
and; do reſiſt the Temptatians 4 


— — — — 


Wa to Chris Perfection. 1 57 
fault yon: Remember always chat — 
is pteſent with yu * endeavour to 
ſerve the Senſe of qe wap + apy oor Mind, 

and accuſtom your 

of it. And if —— —— 
2 ein of practiſing any Virtue, or 

— Paſſion, you have not a 

Senſe _—_— s' Preſence your | 
Mind, immediately reflect upon it, 
and place God before yon, and yon 
will: quickly experiment that Fervour 
of Spirit, and that Readineſs: of Mind 
to ſerve God upomall Occaſions, which 
is ſo important in our ſpiritual Life. 

II. In the ordinary Actions of your 23 
and is the Occaſions of 9 any Virtue 
or avoiding any Sin, - I'.. Conſider 'what' God 
requires from you. 2. Promiſe to perform it. 

3. Put your Reſolution in Execution with- 

our Delay. Now all this may be done 

almoſt in a Moment of Time; and you 
muſt immediately, without putting br, 

ſet about this Practice. Eirſt then 1 
recommend to you to conſider in al 

your Actions, and in thoſe Occaſions I 


have mentioned, What it is God re- 


quires from you, and what is moſt plea- 
ſing in his Sight. Alas k how much are! 
yon to blame When you | act with Raſh- 
nefs and Precipitation; when you paſs 
Hours and 'whple Days in different Acti— 


an, 


— ., 


— . 


158  Ferwency of Spirit, the 
ons, which ſucceed one another, without 
Conſidering what it is God requires from 
Jous without conſulting his Will and 
leaſure, in order that the Action, and 
the Manner of it, may be ſuch as He ſhall 
> ny wa the — of holy: 
David prevail upon you for the future, 
to ſet the Lord always before you. From 
time to time lift up your Heart to Him, 
all the Earth; and ſay to Him, Lord, 
what wouldft then haue me to do? Speak,. 
Lord, for thy Servant heareth, In the- 
ſecond Place, Having thoroughly under- 
ſtood your Duty, and the Manner of per- 
| forming it; that upon ſuch an. Occaſion. 
| Patience ought to be exerciſed ;-that we 
ought not to fix our Eyes upon ſuch- an- 
Object; and that we onght always to- 
pray with, Reverence and Attention, 
Se. Upon ſuch [Convictions we ought 
immediately to reſalve to ꝓtactiſe w 
appears to us moſt / acceptable to God: 
And then, in the third; Place, we muſt 
without delay put in Execution what” 
we have reſolyed. © ! how. important 
is this Advice] Do not reſt in the bare 
Knowledge of your Duty; de not ſa- 
tisſie your Self with ſome faint Reſo- 
lntions of Practiſing it; but without: 
loſing any farther Time, perform what 
| vou. 


ay ta Chriſtian Perfiion. 199 
vou have The” aud Pracdile what 
5 have 80 
F TAY an Op 2 5 5 portunity. fd ng au . 
thi 
ee 


po aſs through your 
o not take care you will rhe it Wt BT 


be pt 0 7 0 r negligent 
Chriltiene Ly ; Ws 74 hte Coe pen 
mother - Occaſie But, flax! we ought; 
| is manner to abuſe Tue 
Grace oy S0, and to: ſquander away 
thoſe Opportunities He gives us for 
our Improvement. The Per, gs, 


We muſt ſtrike the Iron 4 and: 

tale Tine 51K 1 * 8 rings 
You ig very we 

jour Huoty in Aan Pattie 


are enga ged to. ar ke T it; 
alas! 


al may 9,1 75 
the 7 y be withdrawn, 
if you x pedo gh pissen Uſe of fe. 

If the Occaſion relates to any Sin, it i is. 
ill more erous, after knowing i 
and reſolxing to avoid it, to ſtand ſtill 
and do nothing. ; by ſuch Citenmſtan- 
ces, let no Tide be loft; you. have, it 
wh be, entred upon a. Diſcourſe that re- 

s upon your Neighbour ; break it 
<meta. Ton have reſol ved not 
"> 
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to look 


160 "Ras Fm Kina thet * 
a ſoch an Obje&; dq u 
muſe aha pt in thinking of 1 9 0 41 
pute no longer with "your „Whether 
pon ſhall look upon it or ho. And; in 
the ſame manner put in Execution the o. 
ther Reſolves you have made. The lon- 
r yau defet n ſich, 506 2 tlie greater 
nger and Hazard f., For the 
| Reſofuriob being r ry ky "Fit put f Pra- 
Rice, by degrees the Strength of it de- 
clines ; the Charms of the Object ap- 
Pn POE tempting, Age 8 of it 
to er 15 Wah, ſo that 
ibn ff a are er, 


5 Tempta | K far. | 

Appetite fed 8 0 fes ſtap- 

Kt if lite ae 7 5 15 
of ir it, es 9 71 alt 115 


proceed * W r buck om 91 8 
do practiſe ih eſolntions, 
delaying ite 92 to eg re em- 
0 that "attacks 
445 Religion eee 5 
true 4 EIS ence, that t 
de ae this Method fs -moſt 2 
tous _ 7 8 in the Diſcharge 5.5 1 5 
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Good. - Now, whence 25 this 85 
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Way to Chriftian'\Perfeftion. 16x 
Divine Subjects, in conſidering the Im- 
rtance of everlaſting} Salvation the 


p9 . v4 = 
Advantages of Chriftian Perfection the 
Folly of Sin, and the  Wiſdomroftbe- 


ing Religious. Theſe Thadthts,' which 
they have entertain'd themſelves with, 
eaſily return intotheir Minds; and they 
find their Hearts more warm'd with the 
ſame Fervours they experimented du- 
ring their Exerciſes of Devotion. They 
then call to Mind thoſe great Truths 
which formerly have made ſo great 
an Impreſſion in their Souls, which ſerve 
them as a Bridle to reſtrain them from 
Evil, and as Motives to animate them 
do every thing that is good, and as a ſo- 
vereign Prefervative againſt: all the At- 
tacks of their Spiritual Enemies; Wich 
ought to make you ſenſible of the great 
Advantage of religious Meditation, in 
order to make you zealous in the Ser- 
vice of Cd, and to keep: yours: Minds 
brmly bent to [pleaſe Him to the utmoſt 
of your; Power: 149 ue roger 110 
Farther; If you would keep à lively 
Senſe, of God npon your Minds, frequent 
the Prayers of the Church, and never 
neglect the Performance of them upon 
all Oceaſions in your Family; accuſtom 
your Self to Divine Ejaculations or 
Breathings towards Heaven. All theſe In- 
ſtances of Devotion are ſo many Helps 
| 10 


1862 + | Fervengyof Seine ue 


to keep the holy Flame. bright in your 
Minde, Which otherwiſe might decay, 
and by degrees go but: For vou, mã⁴ 

aſſure yont Self, that it is very difficult, 
amidſt e ERA 
verſion, which happens during the Day, 
to preſerve 5 — Zeal which 
our Morning Mediĩtations kind led in our 
Souls. Some forbidden Pleaſure will be 
apt to ſteal inta dor Hearts: à Pit of 
Anger, or any other Paſſion, *ris poſſible, 
may ruffle us; and the Variety of Ob- 
jects may diſſipate and diſtract our 
Minds, and impair the Vigour of thoſe 
Reſolutions we made in the Morning. 
We muſt therefore feed this Flame, and 
fortiſie it againſt; thoſe Storms of rhe 
World it is always expoſed 10; which 
cannot be better effected, than by em- 
bracing, :8 nities of C 

with God by Prayer." / 2/46 07/7990 
lt is wich this Proſpect we ſhdu ld en- 
ter into the Courts of the Lord ʒ and 
our Prayers ſhould partake of the Na- 
ture of Fire, which ſhould warm and 
kindle Devotion in our Minds, and make 
us willing and zealous: to ſerve God to 
the utmoſt of our Power. And then, 
when we go out of God's Preſence, it 
will de with lower Thoughts of all the 
Enjoyments of this Life, and with a 
greater Reliſh of Piety and Holineſs, - 
a | WI 


Way to Chriſtian Perfettion. 163 
with more eager Deſires of being made 
ſuch as He may love and approve: of. 
We ihall then find our Courage and Re- 
ſolution” Increaſe, © und deſire nothing 
more than to be made perfect in Love. 
IV. Make fy Ad, of ' Mortificati-' 
on, of Patience, of Humility, or of any - 
ther Virtue. ' It is pollible that 'you ma 
not be "aware: how this Direction can 
tend to the Preſerving! that Tervonr of 
Mind which is recommended : But let 
me adviſe you only to practiſe it, and 
then Experience will thoroughly con- 
vince yon of the Truth of it. The 
great Advantage of it is, that by thus 
correfponding to the Grace God, 
yon engage Him to encreaſe his Fa- 
yours towards yon, whereby will 
become ftill more Uiſpoſed to ohe Him 
in everything. Beſides, theſe Acts of 
Virtue, Frequently repested from time 
to ti 78 quicken. and àwaken our be- 
numm'd Miuds, zod aufmate them with 
freſh Vigour and Strengen The Pains. 
you take in Practiſing Theſe Virtues, 
and the Victory you get over your 
Self upon theſe Occaſions, put you in 
Mind of that good. God, whoſe Grace 
has enabled you; and one Victory gives. 
you new Courage to undertake another, 
and thereby proceeds Matter for freſh, 
Friumph. - 
Id | The. 


be faithful and conſtant. Practice of 
theſe Means, and a ſtedfaſt Puirpoſe:' of 
purſuing your ꝓerfection, will hots fail 
of meeting with the defiredi Succeſs; 
for this Feryour-of Mind, this con ſtaut 
Diſpoſition of Soul to ſerve- God to the 
utmoſt of our Power, e Hr von- 
ſtantly aiming at being per a8 Gd 
Things to pleaſe Him % 
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5 Tis not my Deſi rel 
4 : ; you to the daily: Obſerva- 
. 4 tion of all thoſe Means the 

ä al Obriſtian Religion enjoins 

* N for our Growth in Grace: 

Se of them bave their —.—.— Seaſons, 

and the Enjoyment'of them * 
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them, but they m—_— uſed as Helps 


to make us Das 
uwe do not uſe them to this — 


are e Inſignificant and Uſeleſs. 


7 well-pretend. 
2 Nady, and Rich without Induſtry, 


as Pious and Virtuous 


n * 
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the 


on others. their Duty; beſides, 
Affairs and Buũneſs of the World. chal. 
ano. Aa Any ak Time ; ſo . 

not expected chat we ſhould every 0 
thro\them-all. What I deſire of. 4 
that after having peruſed them all, = 
having informed your Self in the Nature 
of a, you take Care to make uſe of 
them cohvenignt Opporrubſtics, 
and'a D Sith that Proſpe& and De- 


ſign for which they were enjoined. The 


Main of — muſt not be 7. Help in 


come to the icular enume- 


Me” ch them, 0 mo oped * 


general. . 

I. heir Ofcfalwefe. There i: is no at- 
taining the End, without the Practice 
of \ thoſe 'Means-that lead to it; a Man 
to be Learned with- 


ob- 
ſerving, that Method Gad has en- 

As for becoming ſo. -: Beſides; conſi- 
Tn the. Weakneſs and Impotency of 
our Nature, we are not of our Seives a- 
ble to do any thing . is Good; there 
5A a Lan A890 Members warring n 


rr. VS * 
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the Law of bur Minds, and all our Suf- 


fi is from God: Now the Means 
of Nele are eſtabſiſned, an purpoſe 
for the Conveyance of that Grace and 
Aſſi which- is neceſſary to enable 
c perfre our Day 3 ſo that he that 

neglects the Uſe of the Means, forfeirs 
his Share of thatfipernatoral Strength, 
without which his Endeavours will prove 
ineffectual. The great Happineſs 4 Chri- 
ſtian aims ae in the next Life, is the En- 
joyment df: Cod, which a Man moſt be 
qualified fot by-a pious and virtaons Diſ- 
poſition of Mind In this Life ; and in or- 
_ to A aire this hap py and 

Soul, he moſt 


0021 for his Grace weft it; 17 be 
take all Oocaſions of apprsaching the Al- 
tar, that he may be hohriſrd with all 
Goodneſs; he © inſt attcatively read his 
Word, that he may, bethoroughly inſtru- 
ed in all the Particulars of his 1 15 
e. Never in that the Diſeipli 
of Religion is Barthenſome ; has + the 
conſtant Practice of the Means lays a re- 
ſtraint upon our Liberty; if it were much 
more ſo, the Neceſſity of them, in order 
to our Happineſs; ſhould more influence 
a wiſe Man, than any Difficulty that at- 
tends them: The great Adxvantages we 
receive from them, ſhould veſuſicent hos 
oblige us to- practiſe them. 7 Ol 
* I. The 
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are apt 10 do, Whorf ſhade 
les that thei ——— 
EL ID nn 
ices, hoc a 
Practiſe thoſe Means that: — vr 
_ the working out cheir Sal vationzabey go 
o Chhrch, they:Brayz they branSernſons, 
and feceiye the Holy Sacramenes Sock 
an Abuſe will ;as:certainlyi deſtroy thee, 
ds it has already rnined nap a r baufand 
1 always that the Goodaeſs of 
muſt᷑ be eſtimated — fer- 
nels Ed,; then are | 


3 e Pw ode 


5 er reſts in chem, aud ialloms 


_ every; thiagerthats ede 2 


ae eee bre 
y,y endeavours ::t9 impaſe upon 
Ty hetrays: hi -ownSoulks , | 
| * — wy the Ferfaction of 
; 15 Firty, without che Means, is 
Freſumptugus a anch che chat plactsialbRe- 
gion-ta ſock er benen n 0 880 ant 
— yeh R'tierMicanebecant 
nd dur 2 

Wee m neceſſar ys and 
at the ſamemime weld 


o rden n abr e 
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vr 1 | 


| 


Sake of ohr Saviour's Safferings, is ready 


to receive us — our 
tance, and to ena by 


his Grace, to re- 


III. The Attention with which they ought 
t1 be performed, We muſt not ofly nſe 
the Means preſcribed, but in fuch a Wy 
and Manner, that they may ay become _ 
effectual. They - muſt have very od 


pleaſe Him by 1. 5 nig to Him 
wich their Lips, when their Hearts are 
far from Hin. T0 molti Prayers 
and Sacraments, without. Attention, with- 
but minding what we are about, is meer 


od were to be reconc led to us by the 
Number of vur-Prayers; more than by 
he Diſpoſtions of thoſe that offer them: 


ittle effect upon ohr Selbes, as they have 


ould take much Pains S besbe what 
re ask to he made, when 'we never at- 
end to what we Ask Exerciſe there 


* as ini the Preſence of he Great | 

od of Heaven and Earth; and chat He 
nay be Willing to grant'thy Petitior 
ttend to them thy Self; let them be 


dr "the Mean" 1 55 | 
of the Goodneſs of God; who, for the 


ncere Repen- 


iſt the Temptation for Time to come. 
Notions of the Deity, who think 4 


ip- labour, and 19oks as'if-we-thought 


zeſides, ſuch Sorts of Devotions Have as 
pon. God; it not being 'kely th t We 


ore the Means of Grace with great 88 


Ted WI Heart as well 1 ates 
* _ Mouths + 


| e 
ew”, 


170 Reflettions on that Devotion which 
Mouth; and then as God will be ready 
to beſtow. what thou deſireſt, ſo thou thy 
| 10 wilt be zealous in all thy Actions to 
IV. Oſe the Means with Faith. When 

we have performed thoſe Conditions vp. 
on which God is pleaſed to diſpenſe his 
Favours, we ought to reſt aſſured, that 
| He will not fail to beſtow them upon us; . 
which is uſing the Means of Religion 
with Faith. It is thro' the Pefect of this I 
Truſt and Confidence in God, that ſome- 
times our Prayers become ineffectual: 
The Addreſſes that we make to any one 
are but languid and faint, when we have 
no Aſſurance of his Power and Readi- 
neſs to aſſiſt us. Provided we ſincerely 
perform our Part, what may we not ex- 
pect from the Power and Goodneſs of 
God, who is always ready and willing to 
communicate himſelf to ſuch who are 
qualified to receive the Effects of his 
Goodneſs? What can He deny us, wo 
has given his only begotten Son to die 
for our Redemption ? What may we not 
for from the inexpreſſible Love of. 

the bleſſed Jeſus, who condeſcended tol-*"* 
take our frail Nature upon Him, tba 
we might be partakers of the Divine Ns: 
| ture? What Strength and Aſſiſtance ma; 
we not receive from the holy Spirit 
who beſfowed ſuch miraculous Gift 


and 


/ 


relates to the Means of Religion. 171 
and Graces upon the Apoſtles, to fit them 
to Convert . W i who has in 
all Ages ſupplied the Wants of faithful 
and ſincere Chriſtians? The Experience 
of the admirable. Effects that have at- 
tended. a 95577 and devout Application 
to the Holy Trinity, both in Life, and 
in the Hour of Death, ſhould. ſtir us up 
to put our Truſt and Confidence in the 
Mercy and Goodneſs of God. | 
V. Conſtancy and Perſeverance, Never 
grow faint and weary: of what conduces 
ſo much to, your Eternal Happineſs, 
Some ſet out with great Zeal and Fer- 
vour in the Practice of the Means of 
Grace; they begin with cheerfulneſs, 
and are ſometime ſupported with the 
Novelty of ſuch Performances; but 
yhen the ſame Prayers and the ſame De- 
otions frequently occur, by degrees 
they grow "Careleſs and Negſigent, and 


2 ire perfectly tired with the frequent Re- 
lie etition of them. Now we muſt alway 
or <<mber, that the Pains and Labom 


re take in the Service of God, that the 
are we take in Diſcharging the Exer- 


% iſes of Piety, will not loſe its Reward 
Na” the next World, and is of great Uſe 


ind Advantage to us in our Pilgrimage 
ere upon Rarth. The more Difficul- 
les we contend with at preſent, if we 
aud rercome them, the greater is our Vir- 
; "4 tue, 


5 
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tue, and the he 55 n de ont 
Crown. Never diſpenſe with the Neg. 
Act of your ſtated Hours of Devotion, 
with the Omiſſion of the appointed Sez. 
ſons of publick Worſhip, - and of 2p. 
proaching the Holy" We cept in 
Caſes e abſolute Neceſſity: Let no 10 
Iuctancy or Wearineſs 4 5 
let not the Raillery or Sontempt 0 bad 
Men laugh you out of your Duty; hut 
let all ſach' O portunities be cheerful} 
embraced, as the beſt Helps to ſevenyth: 
en us in our Chriſtian * and to 
make the Man of God pe perfect. A - 
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IN E of the latte of 
| Religion is rayer, whereby w. 
adareſs our Selves to God for the Re 
lief of all our Wants and Neceflities, bot! 
Temporal and Spirituak: We are cor 
manded to ask, in Nonker do rate; and 
a Man muſt have but little Senſe of tho 
good Things which God daily beſtos 
upon mcg that refuſes to. give Him ti 
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Laibe of a . Heart; ha muſt 
have . but light Notions of his own 
Weakneſs; and Impotency, that does not 
ſeek for Help from above. Nom * | 
is of admirable Efhcacy;  ', _ | 
1. When we are cold and . It i is 
by this means that our Underſtandinas 
are filled wich heavenly Light, that our 
Wills are diſpoſed to chuſe and embrace 
that which is Good, that our Affections 
are enflamed with. the Love of God, and 
that our Hearts are taken off from the 
Creatures, and fixed upon the Creator. 
Prayer, is as Fire, to which we muſt ap- 
proach when we find we begin to wax 
cold, and then we ſhall perceive a gen» 
tle warmth inſenſibly overſpread us, 
and by degrees it will riſe into a Flame, 
which will conſume every Thing char 
oppoſes. our true Intereſt, and animate - 
us to give fag our Selves entirely to the 
Conduct and Guidance of God's Holy ©, 
Spirit, While I was thus muſi 5 the Fire 
lindled, faith David. "1 | 
2. Ween we run aſtray... It is very dif- 
ficult, Among + 60048 various Ad ions in 
which we ily engaged, among 
thoſe E. 4 51 4 ffairs which conti- 
nnally 3 400 thoſe Te | 
ons which ,perpetually. ſolliciz us, not 
wecken wan out Duty and 
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at beſt not to have our Minds Wander 
from their true Centre. Now What ſo 
proper to recover us from any wron 
Step we have made, as the Senſe of the 
. Greatneſs and Majeſty of God 'whom ve 
bare offended ? What more likely 6 
reftore Peace and Quiet to our Mind, Ml 
than a Senſe of his infinite Goodneſ 
through Jeſus Chriſt? What can <6 
ſoon and ſo eaſily recollect our diſſipated 
Minds, as fxing them upon a Being of 
infinite Perfections, the true Centre of 
all our Happineſs ? If bad Men are ſo 
monſtroufly wicked, and good Men ſo 
imperfedly righteous, Whence can it 
proceed, but the Neglect of fre- 
quent Application to God by Prayer? 
in and Vice get daily Ground upon Men 
when God is not in all their Thoughts. 
3. When we are under 5 If 
vo are preſt with any temporal or 
piritual Want, let Prayer be your Re- 
fuge; for it is by the Means of Ap- 
lication to God that you will be re- 8 
ieved. If Temptations  follieit you, if 
Afflictions oppreſs you, if you labour un- 
der any Neceſſity, ſeek for Redreſs by 
Prayer. If your Addreſſes to God are 
managed with thoſe Qualifications that 
are required, with Reverence and Atten- 
tion, with Feryour and Conſtancy, and Th 
with an entire Truſt in his 3 per 
8 9 t ef 
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PRAYER "4 
they wilt not fail to meet with' Succeſß · 
Tru atk and bape nat, becauſe 4 amiſs 
The Power, Dexterity, MA Art of Man, 
can never prevail ſo 8 as the conſtant 
Prayer of a good Man; this has a Force 
to which all other Means muſt ſubmit. 

As to the Practice of this Dury's * 

I. Let your Hours of Prayer be re ula- 
ted. Conſidering the other Circumſtan- 
ces of your Life, allot that Share of Time 
you cart allow to this Exerciſe of Devo- 
tion, and be conſtant in your Obſerya- 
tion of ſüuch appointed Times. Never 
begin the Day without 1 Bit nto your 
Cloſet, and addreffing f to the 
great Creator of A 1 Barth; and» 


never retire to your Reſt without com- | 


mendin Self. to bis. Protection, 
If you 98 9 Phage Family; 3 
ing and Evening Prayer dave their ſtated 
Hours, that: the Family may fo order 


5 


their Airs as" not to be abſent: This 19: 


the beſt Method to keep up a Senſe of 
Religion among your. Sf ren ang _ 
vants, without Which, other \\ 

vill prove. ineffectual. As "often as'y 
conveniently, can, frequent the publics. 
Prayers of the Church, which as th 
are moſt aggeptable to God, fo they in 
the moſt Profit and Advantage to us: 
This Exerelſe of our Devotion is the 

pen dane of Ya and n 


. 
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on 3% * UV V 5 4 * 
muſt charge our Selyes with i it as matter 
of Duty, to be preſent in the pyblick 
Aſſemblies upon ſuch Occaſions; no 
light trivial Excuſe ſhon d be admitted 
to preyent our Attendance in God's 
Houſe, and the Flame of Piety muſt 
burn very dimly, if we can omit ſuch oc 
caſions without, Concern, or enjoy them 
without Pleaſure and. Satisfaction. We 
ſhou'd likewiſe endeavour fo to order 
our worldly. Affairs, as to frequent the 
publick Worſhip on, Holydays |; 

II. Acc 2 5 5 Jour Self,,to. pious | FR 
tions. Thele ſhort Breathings af the Soul 
towards God, are very uſeful. to pre- 
ſer ve. in us a devout Frame and Temper 
of Mind; they keepour Affections warm, 

and eee ang zealous to em- 
brace all Opportunities E ing. Good. 
For this purpoſe, we neither; want a 
hurch nor a Cloſet ;- but at our Work, 
at our Study, at our Buſineſs, nay, even 
in Conyerſation, we may exerciſe this 
ſort of Devotion. We ſhould. always re. 
apap that we are in the Preſence of 
hat our moſt ſecret; Actions are 

| — to his View; for this. Senſe of 
God's Preſence will have a great loflu- 

- ence upon the Conduct of our Lives, in 
Reſtraining us from Sin, in Fortifying u 
Wy Temptations, and in animating 
oe Wh. a * Ws WA our Actions 


Tbeſe 


. is eg © 


'Þ kA * wat - 279... 
Theſe Ejaculations are particularly of 
Uſe! when any Temptation aſſaults us. 


Lord; let dane prevail againſt me 3 
be thon . 4 * Support in this 
Hour of Ty Fat: When any Aftition: hap- 


pens to us; Ir comes, O Lord, from thy 
Hand; therefore I will receive it with Pa- 
tience and Submiſſion, and 1 will wait thy 
Time for my Deliuerance: When we fall 
into any Sin, Miſerable Wretch that I am, 
to oſfond ſo good u G; pardon, for Chriſt's 
ſake, 0 L this m Folly, and enabie me 
to avoid it for the time to come: When We 
are delivered from 4 Danger, Thy Pow- 
er and thy e mk. preſerved me, I wit 
ſing of . dneſs as long at I live: 
When” we receive any Bleſing, I bwe this 
Mercy, O Loyd; to Thee, ho art the Foun» 
rain of all -Goollneſs; and I will expreſs my 
Gratitude hy. ſerving Thee faithfully all the 
Days of nn Life When Buſineſs and 
Converſation have diſſrpatecꝭ our Minds ; 
Let not tht Affuirs and Fleaſurts of Lift 
fil my"Head'z bat let the "Thoughts of Thee 
delight un | Souls Fhere is no great: time 
required for. theſe Aſpirations - of our 
Soul towards God; a caſt of the Eye, 

a Geſture, a Sight; one Word »ſame- 
times maybe ſufficient to teſtifie to t 
the Bott oi of ou Hearts, and expreſs g 
the Deſira w have to pleaſe Him. 
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III. Set 4. part ſome Day peculiarly for 
ſpiritual Exerciſes. If Sen Fa 
the Weekly Faſt of the Church, no Day 
can be more proper to enlarge our De- 
votions upon, than that; becauſe the 
Memory of our Saviour's Crucifixion ſup- 
plies us with many Arguments to make 
us ſerious and devout : At ſuch times, it 
will be very, fit to examine the Action- 
of the Week paſt, and to compare them 
with the Rule of our Duty; that where 
we find we-have tranſgrefſed, we may 
repair thoſe Breaches by Repentance, 
and beg God's Grace to preſerve us for 
the future. Moſt ſerious Chriſtians ſet 
fome Time a-part- for Prayer before 
their Approach to the Holy Sacrament, 
-which has this Advantage, that it 
frengtheas their Reſolutions, and in- 
flames their Affections, and raiſes their 
— above the trifling | Concerns of 
Life: It is very proper thus to trim our 
Lamp, when we go to meet the beloved 
of our Souls. But ſtill we muſt not im- 
poſe any Method of that kind ſo neceſſa · 


vily upon our Selves, as to neglect any 


portunity of Communicating when ve 
b. * in going through with it. re 
Times of Afſliction, are beſt ſpent in Mme 
| our Cloſßts 5. tis the Apoſtle's. Rule, 1d 
d if anybe Aﬀfittrd, let him Pray: ſuch Nis, 
en e with God, Will nee 


. 
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cure us that "Comfort which the World 
cannot give”: When an violent Tem- 


can we fo effeQually find Strength to re- 
iſt it, as by praying earneſtly to Gd 
that it may not prevail againſt us? This 
advice of ſetting a-part ſometimes a 
Day for Devotion, cannot be obſer ved 
-qually by allz thoſe that have the Com- 
mand of Time, cannot better emp 8 
hoſe who are conffned to Shops and 
rades, muſt make themſelves amends . 
y frequent Ejaculations in the midſt of 
eir Boſineſs; and by being conſtant to- 
heir Morning and Evening Devotions... 
© their Cloſets, and in their Families. 
IV. Attention © and” Fervour. Our 
houghts muſt be-ſo intent at our Pray- 
rs, as to engage our Hearts, as well as 
ur Lips, In Böd's Service; we muſt ask 
ith ſo much Importunity and Fervour 


fthe Bleſſings we beg, and that we value 
nd eſteem what we ask for. You muſtt 
roid as much as-is poſlible, al wandring 


_sSCTc. CT, HEE. 3: AS fo 8-45 a. td 


TW toughts, and recal your Mind as on. 
e you find it rutaſtray ; never be diſ- 
& Poraged if you cannot entirety: overs. : 
Ib me chem, Bes fil ſtrive ck KY 
p d bewail your own: Weakneſs,” and. 


is, in time, will make yen more com. 
oed: We muſt neter will 


% 


ptation continnes to proſecute us, Hor 70s 


loy it: 


f Affection, as to ſhew. we are deſirons.: 


ingly en PF. 7 6 


180 F DVD AI. 
dertain them, nor indulge our Selrez 
Aa thinking upon other Objects witt 
x out Reſtraint; we muſt keep our & 
tions as much as we. can, under G 
vernment, that none of them may 
Vail ſo far as do diſtract us 3 Mp 
. boye. all, you. muſt fix in your Minds ar 
0 awful Se of God's, Preſence, whict 
Fl compre your tumultuous Affedi 
| ben fir, up your. flat and cold Deſires 
. engage all the Powers and Facul 
5 Ha your Souls in his. Service. 
V. Keſpelt and. Reverence.. The mc 
deſt Pebariour and Deportment of th 
Body, contributes v wt much to-the De 
fire and Attention of the Mind. Thy 
Greatneſs and Majeſty of God, to whon 
| von ſpeak, and the Quality, of a Suppl. 
Kant, which belongs to hg when yo, 
Pray, ought to in el with gre⸗ 
15 POTN and pro e dae ang 
W520 ah t to oblige. _ to e of ſuct 
0 ae 2 4 as may be prop 
_. excite Devotion in you 
1 Se Tut vo ow the Gwe 8 
wr TN behold you. And if you pra 
| 1085 your Knees, with your Byes fix 
down, and your Hands joined together 
it is much more likely to e thi 

| Effect, than if you ſtand up, and gif 
. Self the Liberty of Gazing 2 
N does. bus diſtra8 br” 


* 


an E R. ; x = 


ver r Pronounce your r Words 
and Precipitation: What Reaſon ie 
there yon ſhould be in ſuch Haſte? Are 
you tired with the great Honour yon 
have of Addreſſing your Self to God, 
and therefore endeavour. to bet out of bis 
Preſence as ſoon as you can? Or do you 
run over your Prayers in fuch a Hurry, 


that you may the ſooner- have Leiſure 


for your -workdly. e . 


err 


God And fond. an thing animate us, 
227 reviye us more, ay thing e wh 5 
caching the Throne of Grace? Be- 
Fu when we ſpeak ſo faſt in our Pray- 
0 and hurry our Selves after that rate, 
at bave leiſure to think of what; 
we fa ü vhs makes our Devotion look 
N like a Task, which we are obliged: 
to go over, than a piece of Worſhip- 
to God, in which: we ſhould be ab. 
ways ſerious and compoſed. It is no: 


wonder that we · return. from ſuch Pray): 


ers with, as little Reliſh of Piety and- 
Devotion. as when we crit farabontabetn. | 
becauſe neither our Hearts tee 
Heads are-much.affeqed bythem. 


VI. Uni- 99 n 
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VI. Union with God. It is to this W. 
nion of Thought and Affection with God, 

that the devout Chriſtian dught to aſpire 
after: "You ought to be ſo diſengaged 
from the Love of the Creatures that 
the great Bent and Inclination of your 
Soul may be towards God. If you make: 
any Progreſs in this Union, it will cer - 
tainly have this Effect; it will make 
you think leſs of the Creatures, 'thar you 
may have more Leiſure to fix. Jour 
Thoughts on God; the happy orunhap-- | 
7 Accidents of Life will hase but littje | 
fluence upon you, becauſe. you-put your 
 __ whole Truſt and Confidence in God, and 
make Him the Centre of your Happi- 

| - nefs. The Hours of Prayer will become 

| pleaſant and . delighefal, becauſe your 
chief Satisfaction will. conſiſt in Commu- 
nion with God. 1 be then: 
more intent u in your Prayers, 
in your ARiogs; 48d during the Bubneſ?” 
of the Day, you will find your Soul at- 
trocted to Him, and inflamed with di- 
vine Love: In fert, you will: have a. 
partieular Joy and Pleaſore, whenever: 
any occaſion oſſers it ſelf of doing or 

ſuffering any Thing for the. Sake of Him- 
to whom you, have given your Heart, 
and with whom you deſire to be moſt in- 
timately united. Tou muſt unavoid- 
ably be ſenſihle af the — 


j 
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do excite you earneſtly to contend for it: 
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ſuch a State and Condition, which ought 


1 ſhall content my Self at preſent to hint 
at thoſe Things which py to hinder 
this happy Union, that you may lay | 
them aſide, and get rid of tem. 
1. Too great an Engagement in: 8 
worldly Affairs, and being overwhelmed: 
by a Multitode' of Employments. 
2. Too great a Paſſion and Concefnfor- 
any thing whatſoever z an Object that we 
love or hate extreamly, will frequently 
preſent it ſelf to us, and 1 ow a 
Attention. i 
3. Too: great (an-extnei our Selves 
in reference to outward Things, over- 
much Nr too great Curioſity in 
ſeeing every thing that 
Wt fav re 
* 4. Went of Care in avoiding little: 
Faults: All theſe TO: hinder aur 
Union with God, and prevent that 
divine; Reliſh. we ſhovid. otherwiſe find 
in our Devotions. For: ordinarily. we: 
are ſuck in our Prayers, as we ap- 
prove our Setves e 
in a: our TRE. 75 
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e the Holy. Seriptares, «nd oth ber 
Soars of Paget}. + 
; 1 NN u 70 
HA iT rhe Soul bold. wichen Kon- 
| ledge; the Wiſe · man tells us, it not 
od. Now, how dis this to be attained, 
tu by ſearching into thoſe Fountains 
from whence it flows. In order tu the re. 
gular Practice of our Duty, it ĩs neceſſary 


dur Minds ſhould be acquainted with the 


true Principles of Religion and; Virtue, 
Which are laid dowp in the holy Scri. 
by Eh and farther explained and en. 
the judicious Writings of wiſe 
Men; ſo that they who neglect 
touppy b themſelves Teridufly to acquire 
ge, render themſelves 
a edit ig their Duty both 
= God CNT A The Soodneſs of God 
has - manifeſted it ſelf to us in ſo 1: 
Meaſure, that wel are nat abandoned to 
the dim Light of our own Reaſon, but He 
has given us his holy Word, to guide and 
direct us in the path that leads to ever- 
_ Kſting Life; theſe Revelations contain 
what is. neceſſary for us to believe and 
Pra- 
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practiſe, and therefore we are obliged t 10 
learn and digeſt them. This appears, 

1. From tbe Nature and Deſi Jer n. of rhem- 
The great End and Deſign of Writing 
the be Scri was to pit Mar 
in the 1 Wedge of true Religion, ws 


to perſuade and engage him to the Pray 1 


ten afore· time, were written for our Len- 
ing, and aur Admonition, that we might 
carneſtly contend for the Faith opce 4 1 
vered tothe Saints. But ho can the Wri- 
ting ot ĩt contribute to theſe Ends, if w 
do not, ſerioully, and equent]y. Nera 
them? How ſhopld our Minds be inform - 
ed in the Nature of that Salvation which 
is purchaſed for us, if we do not acquaint 
our Selves with What is revealed con-. 
cerning. it? How. can We be ſtirrd up tt 
Neme if we do not read what i 
ſuggeſts.to our Memory? How can we 
preſerved from offending God, but by Mo- 
tives and Perſuaſions ? But, how can Mo- 
tives and Perſuaſions affect our Minds, if 
we do not conſult and underſtand them! ? 
How can we contend for the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints, if we do not learn 
from the Scriptures what that Faith is, 
aud what thoſe Reaſons are which oblige 
us tO'contend-for_it.? All other Diſcourſes 
of Piety, compoſed by devout and judi- 


cioug Men, have th { e End in their 
Ne . . Tame Karg W 


gice of it. Whatever OE were wrik⸗ 
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View, to enlighten our Underſtanding; 
with the Diſcovery of our Duties, and to 
inflame our Affektions with the Love of 
it. But in order to make them effectval, 
we muſt ſerioufly conſider them, and dili. 
gently read them ; the beft Arguments 
can. have no luffuence upon us, till we 
weigh their Force, and are convinced of 
the Goodneſs of them; the ſtrongeſt 

Motives can never affect us, except we 
attend to N e 1 W 2 6 R 
2. From. the Diguity and Excellency « 
them, Nothing SRL greater * 
ty than thoſe things which come from 
God ; and when He is pleaſtd to ſpeak, 
nothing can more raiſe the Worth of what 
is ſpoken. It is a great Perverſheſs in our 
Nature, that we ſhould be ſp apt to'refign 
1 5 U why Men, pi Sig 
they may have great Parts, are I 
| and it the awe tlie to n back. 
wardneſs to rely gnd depend upon what 
God affirms, who is Goodneſs and Truth 
it ſelf, And when we receive the Pictates 
of our Superiours here upon Earth with 
Awe and Reſpect, ſurely we ſhould not 
flight and neglect the Oracles of God, the 
Great King of all the World. Beſides, 
this divine Authority of the Scriptures 
is accompanied with infinite Wiſdom, 
which ſecures us of the fitneſs of all thoſe 
Means which arepreſcrib'd inorder toour 
| ws | Hap- 
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Happineſs, with infinite Truth, which is 
à Guard againft Deceit and Impoſture; 

with infinite Goodneſsand Kindneſsto us, 

which ſhould convince us of the Impor- 
tance of what is enjoin'd: And yet theſe 

holy Writings: do not only recommend 

them ſelves to vs by their Authority, but. 
by the” Excellency of the Matter they 

treat about; the Knowledge of Gad and 
his Attributes, and the various Manife- 
ſtations of Himſelf to Mankind; the Way 
and Manner of paying Him our moſt ac; 
ceptable Services, and the Means of at- 
raining thoſe everlaſting Rewards He has 
deen - pleaſed to promiſe z and if theſe 
Motives will not prevail upon us to read 
and conſider, we muſt be very ſtupid and 
negligent in relation to that which is of - 
the greateſt Concernment to us. 
3. From the dreadful Conſequences of neg- 


letting them. Many things we may be ig · 


norant of without Blame, and conſe- 
quently without Guilt. It is no Reflection 
upon us, if we do not underſtand the 
Principles of Philoſophy, nor the Pro- 
blems of the Mathematicians, whenwe 
make neither of thoſe Studies our Profeſ- 
ſion ) but when we own our Selves Chri- 
ſtians, not to know the Will and Pleaſure 
of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, is an 
unpardonable Neglect. This Matter is 
not indifferent in it ſelf, neither is it left 
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us to chuſe 27855 e the 
hriſtian 5.95 ſufficiently. promulged, 
we cannot be ignorant of it Withont the 
utmoſt- Hazard and Danger to our Selves. 
In the. Scriptures are the Wards of Eter- 
nal Life, Which 1 is not to be attain? with- 
Out, the Knowledge and Practice of em: 
In the Scriptures ape the, Threatnings of 
Eternal Death, which is not to be avoid- 


ed without obſervia AY en. 
viour has preſcrib us from it: 


80 that if e ne le 9 i Our 
e p hoſe. 3 Truths chat are 
| 45 0 our Condemnation will be 
e becauſe our Igaprante 1 
hape no, juſtifiable. Excuſ. 
That the Reading the Holy Scriptures 
may turn to. your, aße and en. 


tage; 2 13.11 31630 

I. Read With ane entire Submilſ 7. f your 
Underſtanding. to. what God reveal;.... Be- 
ing 1 once that the Revelation 
comes from God, you ought readily to 
embrace what He prapoſes for the Ob- 
je& of your Faith. We muſt not inter: 
pret Scripture by our prepoſſeſt Opiai- 
ons, but govern all our own N y 
that Manifeſtatian God has made of bis 
Will. Lou muſt remember, that God is 
incomprehenſible in his o -n-n Nature; 
that his perfections are infinite, and 
kherefore aboxe our Wh 3 and thovgs 


©J 


— 
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Wiſdom, tho! they 85 not comprehend - 
the Manner of che" nerd, 


rates 5k Fol e. I 


our e Dae: not able to compre- 
hend His Divine Perfections, yet we baye 
all imaginable Reaſon to Lelieve them, 


becauſe natural Li ki fe e the | 
Divine Nature to mprehenſible ; 


and therefore. we 4% "no 88 to 72 of 


os: ally Doctrine God reveals, . 


myſterjons, and the' vn 
incomfieengble. It certainly beſt be 


comes finite Creatures, as Men ob Arm- 
1y to belieye the Dictates of FnRaite 


which 
are the Objects of our Faith. It is ſulfi- 
cient that the Chriſtian Myſteries, m 
be proved from the Teſtimoniesof Holy 
Writ, and that the Catholick Church has 
always believed them in the Senſe we Un 
derſtand em. They Who jv ' renioy” 
mY t i Poder br 100 ys 155 
e e da ngerous 0 
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fill our 77 15 but ta warm Our Hearts; 3 
not only to give bs 4 right Notion. of 
God and our Selvi "bar to be a-Ryle 


and Guide for the Conduct of our Lives. 
He that knows bis Maſter's Will, and does it 
not, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes. This 
honeſt Simplicity of Heart, is the good 
where! "oe Divine mo 
riv 


Ground 
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thrive and pro riſt 1 
: 741 5 Na E ah 
all know of. the Doltrine whether it 
5 ex This Sanctification of our 
and Affections fits and pre bo 
for greater. 7 of 22 Illum 
LAS 1 geod Un mpg, have all they 
that do bis 3 his Tempe 
of Mind anſwers the Ends. for which the 
Holy Scriptures, were deſign d; for 
though it is neceſſary to Ln the Way 
and Manner of appealing the Wrath of 
God, upon which. account, the Goſpel. is 
called t the Word of 1 erenciliariey; t ex- 
cept we conform our Selves to the Me- 
thod preſcrib'd, we ſhall, never partake 
of the Virtue of the All-ſufficient Sacri- 
fice; we muſt 1 50 purpoſe to per- 


form the . e ex 
bo rea Fruits and Be 

. 'God's Threatnings 
bees ap 1 00 Sin, and hi Fears 1 fr 
us up to Foly Obedience. '_ The Lives 
recorded in Wt pture "of God's. dich 
Viet n ße us to ae 
Virtues, and all his Prece au 
our Lives, | Tis 1 not t Bw 
known the Way of -Righteouſnels, 
when we hwy Wan it, to neglect or 
deſpiſe it. k 225 BY" FA 
| III. Ris t e Aſp ance of s 
rit. 1 * that We 
3 _ 


| Reading the Holy Scriptures. 19 7 
owe the Scriptures themſelves; for boly 
Men of God Tpake as rey were inf] vired; 
and it muſt be 2 ly the Influence of —— 
ſame Spirit that they become effeQual 4 
to our Salvation, It is his Property to i 
work upon gut Hearts, whereby we per Þ _ | 
ceive- and know thoſe things which | [| 
ought, todo,and have Power andStrength - If 
faithful! 5 fulf the ſame. This was "2 
David's 47 Pra Rice, Open mine Eyes, O Lord, | 
that I may ſee the wondrous things of thy | 
Laws. If ever we, deſign to read 
with Pro we muſt copy after ſo great 
an Example; and upon this Occaſion, 
we may very properly make uſe of that 
admirable Collect bf the Church, Bleſſed 
Lord, who beſt cauſed all Holy. Scriptures | 
to be written for our Learning, grant that 
I may in ſuch wiſe read them, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digeſt them, that Patience 
and Comfort 75 x 452. iy ord, 
brace, and ever the bed Hip 
of Porn. Li ra 225 Thos haſt given 
* 55 Saviour Teſus Chriſt. Amen. 1 
Read the Ser 7 not with particular. 
4 Men miſerably impoſe upon 
themſelves, when they 8 they Nee 9 
„ their Den by . reading ſo 
pters z Shed. aha s the main | 
Matter conſiſts in ſuch a Compecbenſan | 
of the ou of ew, as may influence | 
dur H 
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our * and diſpoſe us ‚ 
What is contain'd 1 9 | v2 can ne 
ver receive any Profit from any Waden ; 
- Writings, except we keep our Under. - 
ſtandings cloſe to the Senſe of them; but 
to read the Scriptures e and. 10 75 | 
5 3 7 5 is dangerous and ſinful N 
dor Attention, we müßt 8 . 
is that ſpeaks ro us, the Great 4 ty of 
Heaven and Earth; aud the f Por- 
tance of thoſe Thig gs that re revealed, 


Which 2 . no 255 than our Eterbal | 
Happineſs: Ml ory 185 ſuch 


T 1 5 e 1 dn our 
5 Minds, the” impo ibis b ſuffer 
them to wander.” n of Objects; 
ſuch e "requires 'Our = 
Regard, and Matters of ſuck''great Mo- 
ment Juſtly challenge the-urmoſt* ten. 
tion of out Souls. Ik any 2 5 2885 
Af. 


| N ig N 1 0 ſe with 0 
Front His dt 1 to'what 
| 1 jel Yor ee Tenter an 
nt is it co 0 irs e's x 
A THING beas Fe Proportion e. 
ceive Ns Words” of his In ow, after 
'A Careless a and neg e Pardon, 
9 God, that little Regard that” Thave bi: 
75775 paid ro the" Manifeſt arion of Wi; 
for \the Time to come, I. will attend with the 
- greateſt Seriouſneſs' to what thou 4 


Spegk — 7 Servant heareth, | | 
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| Oracles were always conſylted with grear 


N Ceremony and © Solemnity, and Thall'we of 5 
pay leſs Deferegce to the Oracles ek the! 
true God? When we take the by" ie 7 


ble into dur Hands, we ſhould ral 
Minds to the 
imaginable 6 


What is contain'd in it. 


For 1 are not the Words of humane 


Wiſdom 71 not the Reſult of hu- 
mane Reaſon”; 


rence of God upon our Minds, we could 


never read his Word only for Cuſtom « or 
Diverſion; But yet this habitual Reve- 


rence muſt be actually excited by 


Conſiderations; for according o — 
Value aud Eſteem of any thing will our 
Endeayours riſe e the 1 25 


of them. f | 
VI. 2 0 to your er bn Soul.” Y 
The frequent Calls to Repencance, Wok. 


ten addreſt*b 


N 


* Realing Er th Neale. x9} | 8 oi ; 24 | 


at they deſcend from a- 
bove, from: the Father of Fight, 'with" 
Who is no Variableneſs: or Shadow of 
Changing. If we had an habitual Reve- 


3 by dur 


Value and Eſteem” bye - 


if St. Fein Bapti N 
Saviour; himſelf, and his Apoſtles, to te 


Generation to lich they preached; 
were intended to ee u te Sorrow” r, 
and Shame for thoſe Sins we have com. 
mitted, and to Kir us up to hate and 


forſake them; * except e Te. 
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we ſhall certainly. periſh. - "Twill littie 
- avail. us to know... that. black Catalogue 
of Sins, which St. Paul aſſures the Curin- 
 thians, would exclude. them from the 
Kingdom of, God, except we ſegure our 


+ .  Selves:by; Care and Di ones 49 qroid 


1 


cd, will as certainly ſhut Heaven's Gates 


Dem! Fan za of wee Crimes indus 


„ againſt us, as it did againſt them to whom 


« that Epiſtle is dedicated. The Promiſes 
and Threatninęs of the Goſpel equally 
concern us, as they did them to hom they 
were deliver'd.; and therefore it is rea- 
ſonable they ſhould affect our Hopes and 
Fears, as they did theixs; to read Scri- 
pture without this Application of it to 
the State of our own, Minds, is to make 
it very inſigniſicant to the great Purpo- 


— 


ſes for which. it was writ. 


* 


to aſſiſt au in the Vnderſtanding of, Scri- 


VI. Ofe ſome Parapbraſe un Expoſition, 


'- >*+ -» prure, Any Book writ at that Diſtance 


from the Times we live in, as the Scri- 
ptures were, muſt have Relation to Cu- 


ſtoms with which we are unacquainted ; 


muſt have Hints of Things then com- 
monly known, but now out of Uſe: up- 
n this account ſome ſhort Notices of 
them will give us great Light in under- 
ſtanding ſeveral Things that otherwiſe 
may appear obſcure. Beſides, when 
we know the Subject Matter 3 
R ann. 


Reli i. Holy Scripture „ 
of any of St. Paul's Epiſtles, and the End 
aud Deſign for, which he wrote it, we 
do the more eaſily enter into the Senſe 
of it; and then ſeveral Phraſes, which 
appeat by themſelves difficult, receige 
- freſh.Light from the Knowledge of what 
he propoſed. to treat of: To this end, it 
might be of great Uſe to have Contents 
to every Book of Scripture, as we have 
to every Chapter: For from that gene- 
ral Idea of hat is contain'd in the Book, 
we ſhould be afhfted to underſtand Par- 4 
ticulars, For thoſe. who have not ſu ck 
Ad vantages, I would adviſe them, chen 
they meet. with Difficulties, to apply to Ii 
their Spiritual Gvides, in order to have 5 
tbeir Help and Aſflſtance in the Under IN 
ſtanding of them; and to take their par- 
ticular; Directions how to read with, 
greateſt Profit, always taking care that 
they. addreſs to them not out of vain Cu- 
rioſity, or any Inclination to cavil, but 


| with a_fincere Deſire of informing their 
be ment, and rectifying their Practice. © | 
ö VIII. Kecollełt what moſt touches you te * © 
? ter Readeng. It x ill be difficult to charge 
: our Memories: with every Particular: 
The Exhortations to Virtue are various, | 
and the. Diſcouragements from Vice are 

k frequent; yet ſome noted Inſtances may | 
, always be retain'd, as the Subject ofour © 
i Meditations in the ſeveral, Occurrences | -. | 
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and Buſineſs of Life. This may be pre- 
ſrry'd as a ſpiritual Noſegay, always rea- 
dy to refreſh our Minds. Sometimes we 
may charge our Memory with a particu- 
lar Promiĩſe, that encourages our Pefſeve- 
- ance in our Duty; and at another time, 
with a Threatning, that may deter us 
from complying - with the Vanity and 
- Follies of the Age. The Inſtances of 
_ . God's Bleſling others in the Diſcharge 
of their Duty may be retain d as an En- 
couragement to our Selves; and thoſe 
Marks of his Vengeance, with which He 
has chaſtized the Wicked, ſhould be re- 
membred, as proper to deter us from the 
_Commiſſion of any thing that may diſ- 
pleaſe Him. By the frequent Practice 
of this, we ſhall be ſtock d with variety 
öf Armour, to reſiſt the manifold At- 
_, tacks of our ſpiritual Enemies; and we 
| mall have a proper Remedy for every 
Temptation that aſlaults us. Thar 7 
may read to ſuch admirable Purpoſes, 
- frengthen,®' Lord, my Mennory, that I may 
Almayt retain thoſe things that may moſt 
contribute to m Waere in the Knowledge 
and Love of Thee; that being conformed 
to the Image of my bleſſed Saviour here be- 
lem, I may partake f his Glories in the 


Morld to come. 
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Soul to a vi | 
conſiſts in exciting holy Motions in ut 
Souls, by virtue of thoſe good Thoughts 
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. ſuch jan Application of the Mind to 
he Conſideration of any Divine Subject, 
whether it be any Myſtery of the Goſpel 


Iaſtitution, or any Truth or Virtue of 
the: Chriſtian Religion, or any part ot 


our Saviour's Life or Death, as may beſt 
diſpoſe us firmly to believe and embrace 


= 
, © K 
* 2 
9 » - 
N 
9 


we - 


/ 


it, and ſtir up all the Faculties of the 


Proſecution of it. It 


we entertain and dwell upon: And in- 
deed without this Practice the holy Scri- 


ut little Effect upon us: For it is 
this Method that we digeſt hat we read: 


- 


and turn.it into the true-Nouriſhment. of 


” / 


9 tan 0b 31158) 


ation impreſſes h. Sap/e of aut 
Duty #pow_our Minds. Cooltderin the 
Frallty of our Natures, and our daily 


”- 


dnver ſe with ſenſual Objects, our Know. - 
ledge of Nie Ling would by degrees 
A N a 8 3 | N a 2 . 


* | be 
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ptures, and other devout Books, wil have | 
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F a Religious Senſe, Meditation is 
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be impair'd, if we did not refreſh it by -- 
frequent Recollection. All the Motives 


N - 
, 


FRET dp. 2 8 


E 


« 4 was 


o 


that encourage our Obedience, and all 


the Puniſhments that are threatned a- 
 gainſt ſuch as tranſgreſs God's holy Laws, 
by this Means become effectval to us. 


2. It keeps our Conſciences tender, and a- 


 fraid 40 effend. In tlie Hurry and Noiſe of 


the World, we are too apt to neglect the 


Voice of Conſcience, which, as a faithful 


Friend, is always ready to direct us in 


the right Way, and to admoniſh vs when 
we deviate from it: But when we me- 


ditate ſerionſly upon our Duty, it will be 


difficult to reject the Teſtimony It offers, 


either by approving what we have done 


_ conformable to the Will of God, or y 


ſeverely reproaching us for thoſe Neg» 
lects which we have been guilty of. 


3. It habitnates our Minas to farts 


Objetts. The daily Neceſſities of out 


Bodies, call for our conſtant Care and 
Applieation; and God has thought fit to 


make it our Duty to provide for them: 


But yet it is not reaſonable they ſhould 
; engrofs all our Time, and take up all the 


Vigour and Strength of our Minds. We 
have a better Part infinitely more worth 
dur Care, which, if ever it attains the 


"Happineſs that is prepared for it, muſt 
converſe with Spirits in God's Heavenly | 
Kingdom, and be qualified mung L 


"M = 5 A TY ON. 09. 


bh oft: Merefore Meditation © 
property train ys up for that holy So-" 
ciety we" expect. to aver With; and 


to make us familiar with ſuch Odiects as. 
are out of Sight, and which, for that ve- 


ry Reaſon; my git otherwiſe loſe their | 
Vireo and kale 


enge upon us: 

To make our Me Ictiens bl to 
the beſt P NN e muſt ob ſer xe this 
N 1 ; 
8 I. Prep 2 you bur Minds for i" Duty "by 


| ee S pare olive muſt rel = 


chat © is preſent to all our 


Thong 8 and fearcherh out all our 


art here ud every where,” eſent thatt 


Way 5 that we ark unworthy, by rea. 
ſolo our Sins, to preſent our Selves he. 


fote Him; and that we! are unable, with- _ 


ont his Aflſtarice, to think any thing that 

is. g00d. . 'Tfrmly. believe, OG, Nhat . 

Being and 1 Fapeß TH ee 5 >, 

Thee” with Hani) "as my Sovereign 

1 and ac tuo 7 0 that 1 ai” unworthy . 
apptar- before. Ti 155 7eafon 0 of my, many . 

1 and, 555 ließ; he for the Sake 

ae 


Ws Gs Feſn: Wh Wits wit wits: "and Fo 


my Wy 4 Tho Adlon, af Us reſent 


ion may ten [fo thy Slory, and! be Good . > 


| of ny own Soul.” 


1 


II. Chuſe the Sub 2 If Yo r Moe 5 


77 = 


er ande end eee, a | 


it ad vifeable," for be POR 85 


— 


- "Yap of Ge, that ea her ee 4 
„ to this Method ſame certain 
=. Subject out 91 1 a . good Book, which 


will furniſh their Minds with proper 
Conſiderations for the Exercile of their 
If.  Willsand Affections, there being few 
= that are able to proſecute a Subject 2 50 
ttzhemſelves, and to ſtrike all that Licht 
Which ſhould convince and. 8 at the 


ſame Time. 
1 III. Fix your Mi nds yon ſuch Con 3A 
3 tions as are proper to your. Subject. If ĩt xe- 
it lates to any V irtue or Vice, yon muſt 
conſider, 1. % Nature, its Object, and 
it. A. 2. 178 Qualities, the e 
or Baſeneſs of it, the Eaſineſs or Diffi- 
- "culty, c. of this Virtue, or that Vice. 
i, The Oppoſite to this-Vice or Virtye. 
The Advantages of this Vittue, ox the 
Il " of that Vice, in reſpect 
of God, your Self, and your: Neighbour. 

J. The  Recom 198 ment in. this 

World and the next. 6. The Reaſon: - 
for. the practiſing this Virtue, and for 
= wFroiding, that Vice. 2. The Authority e 
Soiree concerning this Vice or Virtue, 
4 and the Notions good Men entertain a- 
j | 1 bout it. 8. The Example of ſuch as 
have practiſed it, or have avoided it; ; 
and what happen d to them thereupon ; 
i being probable. that the ſame-thing 


1 b our hls, e . 


we Ny - 
: . 


_— racing. 

this Vice. 10. The Means of aqquiring 
the Virtue, or of conquering the Vice. 
11. The Difficulties that oppoſe the Pra- 


5 5 in our particular athens, "Y 
this Virtue, or avoiding 


- Rice of the Virtue.” 12. Tbe Danger. of if 


flalling into the Vice, and Jabs my 5 
that lead to it. 
If it relates to any Aion, as ſuppoſe 
N of our Saviour, we muſt conſider, 1. T•7⏑ẽ¾ 


pj yen 2. The Dignity of the Per- 
fon. 3. Uport whoſe: —— the Action 
was performed. 4. The: End for which 
it was done. 5. The Place and Circum- 
Kances. 6. The Fruits and Rffecis of it. 
Ik it relates to any Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, we muſt conſider, 1. Fs Truth, be- 
cauſe God revealed it. 2. The Necrſſity 


of Believing it, | becauſe made — N 54 


tion of dur Salvation. 3. The Aduan— 
rages of it, in regard of God, our Neigh- 


Perſon that performed it, and thwſe that 


bour, and our Selves. 4. The il Canſe- Co 


nes. of the contrary in the ſame three 
5. The Mates that enforce. it. 
Mrans that help to it. n 


2 


It is not always. neceſſary to make uſe 


i of all theſe Conſiderations at one time, 
neither to excite all the Affections that 
may be drawn from them; but ſone 
may be choſe r peo Rae at 
"_— WE.+2 . | 
ts, 9 s "Iv. The J 


— „ 
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IV. The 
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Underſtanding beim e 


- 
7 
1 «i 
: 


by Conſideration, excite your Mal and Af 
re, or to hate , 
ſhun the Objelt. Then Arguments hate 
their true Influence upon us, when they 
ſitir us up to practiſe what they repreſent 
as amiable and lovely; aud when they 


fedct ions to Love and 


put us upon avoiding what they convince 
us to be ugly in it ſelf, and prejudicial 


F be Exerciſe.of our Apt ia upon "ae 
ny Doctrine of Chriſtian Virtue; conſiſts, 


1. In Believing the Truth of it. 2. In 


 Thankfulneſs for the Diſcovery of it. 3. I 


Admirat ion, that we our Selves or others 
have ſo little conſidered the Importance 


of it, and have practiſed it ſo imperfect- 
ly. 4. In Compaſſion to thoſe who are ſo 


unhappy as not to conſider it, and neg- 


I the Practice of it. 5. In Sorrow, for 
having given it ſo ſmall a Share in our 
Thoughts and Actions. 6. Ip. Humility © 
and Confuſion upon the ſame account. 7. 
In a Diffdence of our own Strength, c- 
knowledging our Weakneſs, that with- 


out the Grace of God we can neither 
think nor do any thing that is Good. 8. 
In a Confidence in God, Who is able to 


make us conſider, and to give us Strength .  ' 
to perform it. 9. In giving Praiſe to Ga, 
eaſure COU 

hi 


if we have in any Me 
our Duty, it being owing to 


-Alliſt- 


* 
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% 
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_ MPE'D © MP ee 
ande u. In veſoung to; practiſe it © 


11. % your Self tu God, to etecute 
his Will and Plenſurę, land to overcome 
all the Pifhculties that oppoſe it 12% h — 


we" the ner of Hock: Spirit to enn 

ade e e e Thi that is 2B 
Evil; and to follow that whichvis Good. —  — 
Tie An, that telate to An An 
are, I Ani of the greatneſs of the 
Action. 2, Lens of the Perſbn wing has 
performed it, eſpecially if it was done 
upon our Accdunt. 3 y, congratula- 
ting him that has done it, being tonch- 

ed With a Senſe of thoſe Favours and 
privileges be has received. 4. Thank- 
fulneſ to God: for the Grace beſtowed 
upon him. F. Deſirr to imitate it. 6 
Diffdente of our Selves. 7. Truſt in God, 

by Whoſe Grace you may be enabled to 
imifate it. 8. Reſolutien to imitate it. 
9. An-Obtation of your Self to God for 
that purpoſe. 10. Prayer to God for his 
Atadesr iet, er ie 9-5 

V. Ne Confiderntions that relate to any 
Subjelt, and the Aſfections excited thereby, 
muſt be followed with Reſolut ions. This is 

the great Deſign ot entertaining dur 
Minds with ſpiritual Subjects, that by. » 
_ converfing* with them we may be dire- 
cted and excited to amend our Lives. 
When we hare been convinced of the 

Rea ſonableneſs and Neceſſity of any Vir- 
5 N | > tue, 


* 


\ 
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_ _ __- "te, we muſt ferm a rm 
Mind to practiſe it in our LivesandCon- 
VFaoerſations: When we are poſſeſt with 
the Unreaſdnableneſs, and with the fatal 


This Reſolution muſt, 1. Extend to all 


us to the Breach of our Duty. 4. To the | 
Dſe of all Means that help us to perform 
it; as Prayer, and the frequent receiving 


- Ncular Addreſs to God; that He would - 


enable you to practiſe that Virtue, or 


ditating upon; and that He wonld 
ſtrengthen you in performing thoſe Re- 


on, as well as when we are free from it. 


| — A | 10G > 


= 


1 


Oonſequences of any Vice, we myſt. re- 


ſiolve to ſbun and avoid it. Wben a di. 


vine Doctrine is ſufficientiy revealed, 


| we muſt readily believo''and embrace it. 
When we are 
Things jeſus Chriſt: has done for us, 


acquaitited with the great 


we muſt reſolye to make Him the re- 
turns of our Gratitude and Obedience. 


the Particulars of our Duty, for they all 
equally oblige us. 2. Fo all Times, pre- 
ſent as well as future, under Temptati- 


3. To the avoiding all Occaſions that betray 


J 


the holy Sacramen t. 
VI. Conclude your Meditation with a 


be pleaſed to affect your Mind with a 
conſtant Senſe of your Duty, in all the 
Particulars of it; chiefly that He would 


to ſnun that Vice that you have been me- 


folutions you have made of Adyancing 


* 
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benen Virtne; that He would not 
Jon to Jour Self, nor to thoſe 
rn that daily aſſault yon; but 

at He would ſo confmnally. aſſiſt von 
with his Grace, that you men continue 
bit faithful Servant to jour Lives end. 
Tou will do very well to retain ſome. 

-particolar: Thought of your Meditation, 
as matter for a pious 3 which 


you may frequently 2 a n 
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CHA r. XVII. 
For Wir e 1. . 
EXAMINATION. - 


A Mong al 4be inſtruments of Ret. 
gion, none ſeems to be of greater 
Uſe than the daily calling our Selyes to- 
a ſtrict Account for all our Actions, com- 
paring them with the Laws of God, the, 
Rule and Meaſore of our Duty. It po 
that Im „that the greateſt Part 
of our piritusl Impro Improvement ſeems to 
depend upon it; for our relapſing daily 
into the fame Faults, and a Ca 
vancement in Piety, - chiefly. por A 
from the negle@ of this Practice. Men 
* not well n the Source of their 


vicious 


A r DS "0 


* 


# 


- 
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Vicious Inelinations; they de not enter 
Nals an Horror ef their daily Sins ; "they 
- Ao not reffett upon thoſe fatal Occaſions 
which are vſtd-to betray” chem to the 
Breach of God's Laws; neither do they 

make firm purpoſes and effect ual Reſs. 
| ations 6f amendment. "Whereas, if we 
ſubmitted our Selves to this Examinsti. 
on every Evening, it would be impeſſi. 
ble that the Seeds of Vice ſhould take 
any deep Root in our Hearts: neither 
would evil Habits be able to prevail 


Search, let us conſider, - » 4 


I. The Preſence of God, It is true, his 
Throne 2 State 0 6 1 1 and 
the Splendors of his Glory ſhine only 
1 00 che Bleſſed but yet bs unlimlind | 
Eye looks down upon this lower World, 
and He beholds all the Ways of the-Chil- 
dren of Men. If we are in Publick, He 
marks our Steps; if We Retire, He is 
not excluded; He is oonſeious of aft the 
ſecret Contrivings of our Minds: abd 
8 tho” we may impoſe upon our Selves and: 
* others, "yet nothing can de hid from His 
|  Omniſcience. Siure therefore our Faults 
cannot be concealed” from God, let us not 
endea dur to be ignorant of them our 
Selves, but let us bring our moſt pri- 
vate Actions to the Teſt of his Laws, 
and impartially conſider how much Evil - 
N 9 
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we have.heen guilty of, and how little 
Good We have do 


what we might, and onght to have done. 
2. The... Vgice of. Cynſciente. When 
Men are once well inſtructed in the Na- 
ture of that Duty which they owe to 
God, their Nei r, and themſelves; 
: (hay will but ſeriouſly. 2 to the 
t of their own Minds, th 4 will - 
Js y be convinced of the ſey 
they are guilty of ; ſo that they will — 
yer be able to recoyer the Peace of their 
own Minds, and ſilence the Reprosebes 
of their Conſciences, if they are not 


impartial in Repenting of all thoſe Sins 
that gige them any Trouble and Diſ- 


not ſo apt to ſtartle the Mind, as Sins 
of Commiſſion ; © theſe. latter are a r 

terriſie us, and make us apprehenſive of 
the Wrath of God; whereas we eaſter 
find Salvo's to allay that Senſe of 
Guilt that ariſes from the former: Tho 


will run chiefly Ra 


of our 
3. The dreadful Tribunal There? is 0 


undamental in the Word of God, than 
tat of Eternal Judgment.) W alt 
N N ies avg © 5:40 ee 


ff » 


ve, in compariſon of 


to awaken Men, our Saviour has decla- 
red, that the Eaquiry of — Day 


as" at 


* „ 
| it" - ad, \ * 
&Y * 


quiet. Indeed, Sins of Omiſſion are . | 


Doctrine more clear and expreſs, and 


wat "unto! all Men, that. ben 
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re the. t-Seat Chriſt, 
9 — and God has ous 


World by Jeſus Chriſt, in . ihe ri: 
ed him from "the Dead. On Werds and 
Actions, nay, our very Thooghts,'will de 
hen expoſed to publick View, and we 
mall be tried for all we have done in the 
Body. Now an ImpartiaF Examination 
of our Selves at preſent, 'may | help 
to abate the Terrors of that dreadfu! 
Trial, by tending to make our peace 
with God, and to reconcile our Selyes 
to Him by a ſincere Repentance; for if 
we Judge and Condemn our Selves, the 
5 n Ff Er 2k jor 65 N not 


Ys er moſt 
"Our: Heart 
he carton much in- 
ſe apon our Selxes: Out 
| Vileneſs and Sinfulneſs is t, and the 
Kght of it is apt to ſhock” and diſturb 
us, Which makes us too willing to con- 
ceal it. Our ſinful Paſſions pleaſe and 
delight us, which makes u bete pa 
with them. And when we have diſcc 
vered our Sins and Infirmities, we an 
apt to make too ſlight of them, and nd 
to entertain that Senſe of their Guilt an 


-  Deformity: which they juſt iy: deſerve 


In e en ice ofthis Du 
* I. Beg God's 

| 4 are deceitful; 

. clinedto im 


© "Make me enſible, 0 God, bo ff 
Re ee ee 


8 Nj 
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14 er 
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neſs, by Ke. n f 


4 * 
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af - 
are * 
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tradittory to_thine' eſſential Purity. Let 


— — 


| 1 may farſake them: Enlghten my Eyes, 

| that I ma not reſt A hard- 
s* is neſs of ert. 1 1 , Hah BY e 

g II. Ses apart ſome Time every Evening o 
e purpoſe. The longer this Work is 
| WM deferred, the more difficulty there is to 

| per form it. aright. - Several Inſtances of 

k our Frailty and Infirmity may flip out of 
our Memories, and we may poſſibly for- 

f get Things of Importance. to us: But 


by charging our Memories only with the 
Actions of a Day, we may eaſily recol- 
lect the whole Time, from our riſing to 
our, going to Bed: So that before we 


* > 


heartily. beg God's Pardon for the Sins 


the Bleſſings received. This Method will 
make our Examination eaſie and advan- 
tageous to us; the ſucceeding Day m 
teach us to grow Wiſe by the Faults 


our Guard. in the right Place, that the 
ſame Sins may not ſurpriſe us. 
Il. Seriouſly copſider the End. and He- 


ſtand the true State and Condition of 
| OY Se ad LOSES 4 ates dur 


of the Day, and thankfully acknowledge 


ſun of Examining your Self. The Point 
we ſhould W ſhould be to under- 


_ . A 2 4 
” » + *CT * 
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Reproach t my. Reaſon, as well at -- 


ne ſearch out all my wicked Ways, that 


commit our Selyes to Sleep, we may 


- 
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* 
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the preſent; and we may learn ta keep " 


mot able? to, and wha 
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fations wo 2 
Octafions moſt 
eaſily vyercotme us; What Virtues" we- 
are moſt defective 1 in, and What Sins ge- 
nerally prevail upon us: Withont pro- 


- our Souls; What Tok 


' poſing ſomething of this Nature” ro ot 
Nay. Selves; our Search will be bot loſt La- 


bom and our Examination: will never 


2 for an Inſtrument of Religion; But 
if we uſe jt. as we ought, it will make 


our Repentance full and compleat, be- 
cauſe it will extend it to all thoſe Parti- 
 culars wherein we have tranſpreſſed 
God's Laws; it wiltpromote Our In- 
creaſe in Piety aud Virtue, by making. 
us ſenfible where we fall ſhort, and Whit-! 
Meafures are neceſſary to make us ac- 
ceptable in God's ſight.” By this Means 
ve may pte vent the nfupporale weigh 
of the Sins of a whole” Life falling upon- 
us all at once, when it may be, We may 
not have fufficient -Preſence-of Mind to 


recbſlect our Selves, much Tefs to pet- 


form any proper AR of Repentante, We 
bought particularly to conſider the weak- 
eſt Part of our Minds, by Nature ot Cu- 
ſtom leaſt defencible; becauſe there lies 
our greateſt Danger, and there ought 
to be our greateſt Watchfulneſs. 

„ . our Self; in relation to 


. thoſe Sins $6 committed by your ' 
or 1 


ir as your Thoughts 


are 


' 


Thoughts. 


 "EXAMIN TX TT0 RN TTY] 
:re ſubje@' to the Laws of God, d far 
are they en ble of the Breach öf them _ _} 
As thus: Have I employed them in Cntri : 

ving and Cumpaſſing any forbidden Thing; 

either to gratifie Revenge, or to fulfil, the 
Luſts of the Fleſh 3 Have I entertained any 
diſnonvurable Opinion of God? any grounds — _. 
leſs Suſpicions to the Prejudice of my Neigh* | 
bour ? any proud and arrogant Conceits of _ 54 
my own Worth? For pions Opinions of 

God, "charitable ones of onr Neighbour, © 

and humble ones of our Selves, are Du- 

ties Incumbent upon our Minds. But 

as for other irregular Thopghts, which 

ſpring up in our Miads whether we will 

Or no, and are no farther Sins, than 

hey are Principles of a ſinful Choice: 

ere the chiefs Enquiry muſt be: Have 
] endeavoured to. them me? 
Have I delight upon them ? Have 


— 


ed to dwell 
conſented to them? For according as we 
aſſent or diſſent to thoſt firſt Motions . 
#hich are out of our Power, ſo will our _ 
hobghts have the Notion of virtuous — 2 
or ſinful. Thoughts. 7 
V. Examine your Self, in relation 10 

hoſe Sins you. have committed ; — | 
Verdi. By thy Words thou ſhalt be ju- 
Itihed, and by thy Words thou ſhalt be 
ondemned. Our Words being more un- 


„er our Government than our Thoughts, | 
ts Ne ſhall be called to a ſtricter * 
re e . 785 ä * 


” Y N 


i 5 ; j ; 9 for them: For zho'\ the Tongue be an 
' .-. ©  _ upruly Member, et dis in Fur Power 

do chain it up by Silence, Which is the 
ſecureſt Method, when any Temptation 


* 


ltfers of Tranſgreſſing its boynds.. Thus 
Jiu mut Examine; Havel been guilty 


td - of. Evil-ſpeaking ? Have I kgravated it 
3 by. ſneaking ill of my Parents or Gover- 
tw nours-in. Church. or ace; Have I divulg- 
1 " ed any Ill. 1 knew of them, when neither] 
 __ Juſtice nor Charuy required: it? Hue 
In my Anger, uttered. injurious Word: i © 
Have L;by falſe Words, by Lying, excu/eiifl © 

| + _ ny Self, and defrauded others ?* Have | 
. been guiley of prophane Swearing and Cu - 
ſing? Haus any obſcene. Words, and ſuch 
| 

t 


tend to corrupe Mens. Minds, proceeded ou 
of my Mouth t. 4+ 


| 'ords that Grieve and 
AfﬀiR m Neighbour e Hes that offene 
not in his Tongue is a Pete Man, and - 
muſt have his Duty always in his Exe | 
- Now. Converſation being ons of the 
chief n employing our Time, e | 
ſpeciall a great Part of the World 
our Words muſt be of great ment 7 
either to our Juſtifcation or. Condon ': 
„on n , le 
VI. Examine: your Self in relation t © 
thoſe Sins you have committed by you D 
Actions; to diſcover which, you mull 
enquire; Did I in waking . dedicate N ©! 
frſe Thoughts to God ? DA 7 perform 2 
n 8 r * Mor Ti 
8 $55 9 117 e foi 


* = : | 
: 


- 


4 "Morning: Drvot ions; and with what atrex- 
nl tio and fervour of Mina? Have I fal- 
towed my Labour and Buſivefs with Dili- 
gence 7 Have I exerciſed erat Juſfice and 
Honeſty in my Calli ? Dia effer my 
Actions to God, that they might be pleaſing 
to Him? Have I been punftual in the par- 


9. | 
4 ticular Duties 4 my Stat ion; 'as a Servant, 
„ 4 Maſter, &c ? Did 1 at my Meals ſay 


Grace? Was I moderate and temperate in 
the Uſe of God's Creatures? Have I con- 
verſed with Candor and Afﬀability ? Have 
I endeavoured to make my Converſation uſe- 

fi and proſit able unto others? How have 

improved the Leiſure I have had? If you 
have diverted * Self, examine, 'Whe- 
ther it was with Innocence, and within the 


have received particular Mercies, Whe- 
had any Opportunities of doing Good, 

Temptations have aſſaulted you, Whe- 
ther you have refiſted them? A few Mi- 
nutes before our Evening Devotions will 


VII. Particularly, examine your 


to an Account for neglecting to do ſuch 
Things as God commands, as well as 
for doing füch Things as He forbids; 
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Bounds, of Chriſtian Moderation > If you : il 
ther you have been Thankful ? If you have © 

Whether you. have embraced them? If 65 i | 
ſcrye to recollect all the Actions of the N 9 


Omiſſion. We ſhall certainly be called 5 i | 


* 
— 


24 WEDNES DAT 
therefore weought to examine our Selves 
_asto theſe : Have. I fre nt and ſerious 
| Thoughts of God? Do I maintain. in my 
Mind firm Purpoſes and Reſolutions of obey- 


[ 4 ing Him? De A conſtantly erform the Du- 
| dier of divine 7 1 ſerve Him 
1 with Devotion? active and zealou; 
i 0 in doing all the, Good I can to the Bodies 
18 and Souls of Men?! Do I comply with the 
13K holy Inſpirations of God's Spirit? Have 1 
„ made uſe of the Occaſions that have pre- 
1 | ſented for fractiſing . Humility, Clarity, 
5 Mortification, and Patience, &c? © 
Ui - It is not ſufficient that we ceaſe to 
138 do Evil, but we muſt alſo learn to do 
1 Good, or elſe we ſhall never be qualified 
1 for that Happineſs which God has pro- 
miſed to his faithful Servants. 
1 VIII. Confeſs to, Gad with hearty Sorrow, 
and__ Riſelutions of Amendment, whatever 
1 you. have been guilty of in Thought, Word, 
7% or Deed. The Deſign of Examination 
|| being in order to beg Pardon for thoſe 
1 we mult cons 


55 e ee e 
bp we can be made capable of For- 


. we muſt ſncęreſy repent, be- 


e we can partake: of that Pardon our 


bleſſed 1 7 + bas purchaſed. for us: 
And it, we, baue a true Senſe of our 
0 Joke and expect Forgiveneſs _ 
om God, we mult renew our: Reſoluti= 
ons of better Obedience, and firmly pur- 


ſe to ſtand upon our Guard, that. the 
lame Temptations may not overcome 
rl and though we, may ſometime be 


| ant not. 

IX. Ser a:part 4 longer. Time x upon {one 
Occaſions or, 2755 Purpoſe; 4 on hes 

D ays, and 1 fo preparatory Exerci Br 
receivin boly,, Sacrament. A great 
Part ot 


have not Veilure for 10 much Retire- 
ment as this Rule ſuppoſes, and yet 


Communion; and therefore this 
in the Intervals of their . 
cated to the Improvement of their Minds. 
Time, are obliged to employ Part of it 


* ” * r = o 
. 2665s. | 


5 inthe Combat, never to be diſcou- 
18 rs, that We | ſhall he. Con- 
Fl, 


irokind who. actually get their 
Living by the 8 Sweat, of. their Broms, 


they are not excuſed from examining 
e and from recelyin eee KY 
ratory Work muſt be performed by em £8 
the Lord's-Day, which ſhould be * 


But ſuch who have a Command of their 


to ſuch Leeren e Ar d och, 


* 
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# © Occaſions they try 'themiſelyes? i 
. me Heads of . lia Mo fuck as 4 | 


| Piety*, 
feldes Gul 
the ſeveral asse 8 their Crimes, 


Weit the ſeveral Agpravations; whether 
committed againſt Knowledge, whether 


Acts, or "ſettled Habits? And upon 


3 


4 


collected together in ſeveral” Books! of 
ind 3 find" them. 
write down 


with the free Conſent of their Will 
whether in Deſpight of the Checks 3 
their Conſciences, . whether they have 
been often re peated, whether tranſient 


theſe Occaſions they muſt particular 


_ © obſerve What previous Steps have” 
them to offend God, and which, though 
innocent in themſelves, muſt de avoided 


by them as Temptations to Sig“ They 
may then be. large 1 in their Profeſſions'of 


Repentance; earnelt in their Supplica- 


tions for Mercy and Forgiveneſs, par- 
_ . ticular in their firm Purpoſes and Re- 


ſolutions of better Obedience; impor- 
tunate for further Meaſures of God's 


Grace, to ſtrengthen and enable them 
in mr N their n And 


& > this 
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© 1 Manual of D Devacion in ; Three . 
Joſeph Downing, Is the Second * 
we e „ larger Examination. R 
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this they. will find by Experience, that 
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World of Danger, the Goodneſs 
of God has provided his Miniſters to 
diſpence, to us holy Baptiſm, and to 


ration. When we come to riper Years, 
and underſtand what a ſolemn Vow, Pro- 


z publick Profeſſion of our Chriſtian 
Faith; His chief Miniſters, the Biſhops, 


the primitive Records of Chriſtianity, 
ſtan ready to lay 
and by fervyent and authoritative Prayer to 
firm and cheriſh our growing Belief: 


us, and bleſſing * a proportionable 
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procuring, for us, by their praying over 


wy 


their Hands upon üs, 
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the daily. Trial-of themſelves. will fack - : 
particular 
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48 ſdon as we are born into this 


wipe out the Gnilt of aur Birth, our 
driginal Sin, by that Laver of Regene- 


miſe and Profeſſion we then made, and 
are thereby reader'd capable of making 


o whom, as Governours of the Church, 
this ſolemn Rite is appropriated by all 


Degree 
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. 41 . n . ** 0 of 
: Degree of God's Grace and holy Spirit 
_ o_ that we may be ſo led into the Know 
1 leadge and Obedience of his Word, that 
| 
[ 


in the End we may obtain-everlaſting 
Life. The Advantages of Confirmationif 
arg 74: 13 HOT En IG © + 
1. An a to a Chriſtian Life 
_ . Thegreat BuſineſSwe have in this World 
Ws - is to fit and prepare our Selves for thi: 
i __ Happineſs of the; next: Me are noy 
'q- Candidates for Eternity, and according 
| d4ãs we behave our Selves in this our State 
of Pilgrimage, ſo will our Lot and Por 
tion be happy or miſerable for ever 
The ſtronger therefore our Engagement 
are to live according to our Chriſtiat 
Profeſſion, the more probable it is wt 
ſhall ſucceed in the Diſcharge of it; thi 
ſolemn Rite therefore is of great Ad 
vantage to us, becauſe it is a lafting Ad 
| > monition and Check not to diſhonor 
1 our Chriſtian Profeſſion, when we have 
publickly, in the Face of the Congregs 
tion, declared our Reſolution to live and 
die in the Faith and Obedience of a Di 
| ſiiple of the bleſſed Jeſus; becauſe it is: 
Re perpetual Warning not to deſert th 
* Banner of the Captain of our Salvation 
having declared that we will fight unde 
it to our Lives Ende. 
2. It is a Teftimony of God's Favour an 
Goodneſs to thoſe that recerve it. jan 
R ö 


_—_ 
> OE 


_f Conrizya air ion” 20” ; 
ing what potent Enemies we have to. 
Ity, is ready to deceive; the A 
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tinelbich by its Flattery is ready to, betray 
i znd che Fleſh a domeſtick Enemy at 


and to ruine us, nothing can be a greater 
ing than divine Grace to enable us 
encounter all their various Attacks. 
Mow this is conveyed to us in this ſo- 
un Rite, by the authoritative” Prayer 

God's. lawful. Miniſter, ordained a- 


— 


p , 


ong other Ends for this very Purpoſe. 
ſides, this awful Miniſter declaring 4 
at God accepts our. Proficiency, and SR 
vancing,. us to a higher degree in the | 
urch, by placing vs among the Faith- 

WM and giving us à Title to approach 

2 holy Table of the Lord, is a farther 

ark of God's Kindneſs and Indulzence he 
wards us ; for hereby we are admitted  _ 
the moſt intimate Act of Communi- il 
with God, and are in a particular 
inner. made Partakers of the Benefits of 
it All- ſufficient Sacrifice, whereby God 


18 
- 


Tm Father. is rendred favourable. and 

ris Wpitious to repenting Sinners. | 
. this Ir preſerves the Unity of the Church. : 
tion ere all young People duly prepared & 


ſuch . neceſlary. Inſtructions as ought , 

recede Confirmation, they would cer- 

nly be acquainted with thoſe Orders 

t God has eſtabliſhed in the Church 
Er for 


: . 
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8 tor the Work of the Mini and a R. 
'  _- Ton would be given them, iy a Biſh 
|  ___ © - and gotaPresb ter; nor a Deacon, ; 

 ' _ - adminiſter that ſolemn Rite; this wor 
make them ſenſible of their Oblipar 
it - _ _ © to live in Epiſcopal Communion, { 
p convince. them that their Obedience 

{ Ane to ſuch Paſtors and *Eccleſiaſti 

4 —- _ - Gvvernours as are endued with all th 
1 Powers that were left by the Apoſtles 
| their Succeſſors. How much this wo 
1 tend to the Unity of the Church 

evident to all thoſe who know y 

- + Breaches are made for want of this 

_ . *ceſſary Knowledge: That Confirmat 
may have its due Effect, ſince it is an 

that ought nat to be repeated, the 
didates of this ſacred Ordinance Ou 

do be thoroughly inſtructed, 

| 1. Tathe Nature of their Keile 4 

which they now ratiſie. Were the Orc 

If oo 7 better ets cp _— 

woul tter prepared this 
lemn Rite; for ſhe requires that nt 

de preſented to the Biſnop for Con 
matiou, till they” can give an Account 
Reaſon of their Faith of which the 

. niſter, who is to prefent them, is to 

the judge; and not even then to be cl 
firmed, unleſs the Biſhop. approves 
them. | Now when they were m 
Nlembers of the Church by Bapt 


- | 
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graciouſly to condeſcend to adopt them 


tle to evexlaſting Glory; and they en- 
gaged to. avoid. every t os that was e 
vil, whether tempted to it by the evil, 


thY thoſe DoArines that were revealed by 

tles Jeſus Chriſt, - and to keep God's holy 
wo Wil and Command ments, and to perſe- 
ch vere in the Practice of them, So that 


in this Covenant, the Favours and Blef- 


dition w perform our Part: All this 
ſhould be Well under ſtood before we ra- 
fic our baptiſmal Vow-z fer tho to 


the Church admits of Flas r. who pro- 
miſe for us; 57 ratifying it perſonally 
at an Age Underſtanding, ſhe: re. 
quires we-ſhould be inſtructed in the Na- 
ture of it, which e ane to. | 


dur Practice. of 
garion they 2 85 


II. In: the - HAS of that 


unt + unden to penformãt. Though Sure 
he Mies DEAN Promiſe for them i in thets: © 
to Nafancy, yet they muſt always remem- 


der that they made it in their Name and 
read, and that the Engagement is really, 


ges of Baptiſin 5: RIG fo fure 
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there was/ 3, Covenant ſtipulated be- 
tween God and them: He was pleafed - -- 


for his Children, and to give them a Ti- wy 


the Wort, or the Fleſh; to believe all. 


ſings God promiſes, are made vpon Con- I 


entitle us to the Privileges of Baptiſin, 125 i 


ir on; and that as ſure as the Priv i:. 


are 
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Attions of it. Is Meihbers 6f Chriſt 
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are por fe obliged to make good the Con- 


Church, they ſtand bound to ohſerve all 
.- thoſe Rules that conftitue that Society: 
Now the great Reaſon why Chriſt gave 

himſelf for us, was, to purchaſe to bimſelf 

a peculiar People zealous of good Works. As 
God's Children, they are obliged" to imi- 
rate their heavenly Father 1n his moral 
Perfections; and that great Honour and 


| Privilege certainly requires Obſervance 
and Obedience. As Inheritors of the 


tient Continuance in well doing, 


Kingdom of Heaven, they are obliged 
not to forfeit their Title, which we can 
never be made Partakers of, but by a pa- 


III. In the Nature of the Rite that 
performed. Now. this plainly appears 

ir . a publick Conſenting to that Pro- 
miſe their Sureties made for them, and 
ratifying ie before the Church, and pro- 
miſmg themſelves that they will ever- 
more endeavour faithfully to obſerve 
ſuch Things as they by their own Con- 


| fiſſion have aſſented unto; whereupon 

the Biſhop ſolemnly bleſſes them, and 

having received' Authority thereunto, 

prays over them that they may receiv: 

the ry Gifts of God's holy Spirit 

for the Church being for fome time ſet 
fled, the 1 1 


PORT, it *. ſe 
erg 


— 


„ w" 9 2 W 
r n 5 
7 7 l * . Ul OUT. > X ©. « "of . . 
. = R . - ” wo 
1 * SB . 
- * p a 0% 


- > 
— SY . 


ſuch as are qualified to receive them, 
rial Way. Fhey Who are preparing 
_ themſelves for Confirmation, ſhould. fre- 
quently read oyer the Oſhce, compoſed - 
for that Purpoſe;.which- clearly. explains 


the: Nature 5 Vine! 
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1 


„ * ; * 


, ConmanaTion. 223. 
_ cret and. inviſible Communications; and 
theſe, common Graces are obtained bß 


neceſſary to perform the 
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224 THURSDAY : * 
ther by Prayer and 2 After all the 
Pains we have taken to/jnfornt our Selves .. 
in the Nature of our Duty, we muſt beg 
of God, that He would open our Eyes, . 
that we may ſee the wondrous Things 
of his Laws; it is from Him that dur 
FF  _ OUnderſtandings,muft receive Light to 
's- diſcover. our Duty, and our Wills 
Strength and Ability to perform it; and 
therefore to Him we.muſt addreſs for 
that Temper and Preparation of Mind 
_ rhat'mayqualifie-ns to receive the happy 
V ffects of this ſolemn Rite; and in or- 
der to make our Prayers more effect ual, 
we ſnhould aceompany them with Faſt- 
ing; a Duty all along obſerved by de- 
vout Men, and acceptable to God, un- 
der the Old and New Teſtament, both 
ds it was helpful to their Devotion, and 
as it became a Part of it. 5 SL i 
VPI. By 4 fluter Repentanct for their 
| nf She Nothin is a greater Let and 
Hindrance to the Influences of God's ho- 
ly Spirit, than the cheriſhing and indulg- 
ing any Breach of his holy Laws ; it is 
not reaſonable to expect any Teſtimony 
of his Favour- and Kindnels,/as long as 
| we remain in a State of Rebellion againſt 
Him; now by conſenting to any known 
Iniquity, we offer the greateſt” Afront 
- > imaginable to the e And 
Na 3 > BIT F There- 
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Tufluences of his holy Spirit we muſt 


gage only out of Ci 


0 * Ju \ . 4 , 
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therefore” if be pretend 10 bereite be 


reconcile our Selves to Him by awhumble 
Confefſibn of our paſt Follies, by au hear- 9 
ty Sorrow for haying offended Him, and _  Þ 
by fincere”and- effe&nal Reſdlutions - 
better Obedience for the Time to come: 
this Repentance will qualife us to pare. 
take of the Mercy of God, which, for te 
Sake of Chriſt's Sufferings, He is ready 

to beſto upon ai thoſe that ſeek=Him . 


. „ 22. ! © 2 
VII. By 4 ſerious Refoltition of living 
erb rg" e G6 e By hs 
ſolemn and publick Profeffion of our 
Faith, we may impoſe upen Men, be- 
cauſe they cannot difeover the Secrets f 
our Hearts; nay, Charity obliges them 
to think us ſincere, if they have not full 
Evidence to the contrary; but God, 
whoſe particular Attribute it is to no- 
the Heart, is privy ta our moſt retired 
Thoughts, 8 if we en- 
pliance with the Faſhion of the World; 
as He rejects our nded Dedication 
of our Selves to his Services, 16 He may 
with-hold that Grace which commanly 
attends this Ordinanee, ſince we render 
our Selves unwortky of che influences of 
it, by neyer really deſigning what we o- 
denly appear to profeſs. As you-value + -- _. 
; ee 
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"refine the Bleſſings of this holy Rite 
1 feriouſiy reſolve to pradite 
you ſolemnly to perform ; 
you muſt endeavour to bring your Life 
1 5 Contarmiey to that Paronet? ou have 
nom propoſed ; this ny draw. down the 
preſent Afliſtancey of God's: holy Spirit, 
| and may diſpoſe Him to . pity: thoſe 
kreten n Infirmities to Wo Sur- 
rize a emptation may expo 
by granting farther Meaſures. ry 
"I your Recovery. In order to this 
Pur poſe, it will be very fit frequently to 
read over the Offices o Baptiſm * Con- 
| firmation, whereby you will be acquaint- 
ed with the Bleliags you — ex pech, 
and the Duties ud are E yo . 
Wan N | 


RT Ts ae 
ET TESTES, i 
| Kea, "the Hol C neu, 


"H is is juſtly reckoned. one of the 
moſt important Actions of our ho- 

| bp Toomey whereby, as we diſtin = 

our Selves to be the Diſciples and Fo 

ers of the bleſſed: Jeſus, ſo we are 4 


OO? to the OT Aa * am 
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nion with Him. If . were more ſen- 
_ ible of their Duty in frequenting the - 


of Hh 1 it, ſabſitated" the Sacra- "is 


| lans 
by his e ref 18 De tis N 
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We they thould - 


Lords-Table, it is iImpoſſi 


run to, that Exceſs of Wiekennes which 


now. too generaty abounds among us; 


| and if the! "wIGUs apptiach were Pee 
13 „ would ng iter to trim their 


and to ſpiritualfze their Affecti- 
ve Chriſtian Zeal would increaſe 
5 ty; and we ſhonld- not find that 
Backwardfiefs and Indiffereticy Worry 
thing that is good. | 

Imprint, 0 God, upon my Mind; 4 1 | 
5 55 of this important Duty, and let all my 

aches to thy holy 22 overned 
7 of found Humility * heart Devotion. 

That we are Wege ee on 
oth the holy Communion, appears, 

1. 3 the poſitive” Command of our 
bleſſed Saviour. Before He entred upon—- 
i laſt Scene of his Sufferings, he cele- 
oy = AE Pike Sacriſice of the Paſſo- 

iſciples, and then at the 


ment of his Body and Blood, as the Chri- 


£ ſtian Sacrifice, in the Room of the paſſo- k | 


ver, And ordsinedd it as a Rite to invocate 

his Father by, inſtead of the mani folg A 
and bloody Sacyifices ofthe Law; and 9 
then obliges all the foſſow ing Ages of 
Chriſtians to perſiſt in the me Practieccc 


_ ance: | 
3175 2 . 


We” * 


1K 1 e 
. e Ho can we 9 — 6 
19 95 tobe his Diſci e 3f we neglect this plain 
d publick F ee of his Will? 
Bow can we call Him Maſter, if we do 

not what He commandeth us? Has the 
bleſſed. Jeſus. inſtituted a ſolemn Worſhip, 
i mong Christians, and ſhall Chriſfians re 
fuſe to vartake ee Did He leave this- 
Mit 2 to his. Followers, when. 
He was laying down his Life for their 
Sakes? And-ſhall they who pretend to 
be his Follomers, never concern them 
felves in comply DE, with his dying Come | 
mand? To- in the conſtant Neg- 
lect of this — Precept of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, is ineonſiſtent with the 
folema Vow of our Baptiſm, and 7 
tradicts that Character we profeſs of 
being the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. N 
Pardon, O bleſſed Saviour, wy paſt Neglect; . 
1 am nom conuinc d that thou requireſt my, 
| Attendance at thy Holy Tables that. thou, 
haſt commanded me to commenorate. thy, 
dying Love, and I am reſolved; to 7 7 | 
mis Inftance- of m 0 Obedience. 77 thy 5 
Will. I am ſatisfied tbar thy 1535 Ga 
neſs and Mercy-will. hear with. my 
tons, but kit can erruſe my 
** 3 Command. 
2. From thoſe * ot, we. be, 
under. hen mu ery great 8 
lp n themſelves, ir they are not 
5 | quaint: 
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Nessi 5 260 ren, 2. 
quainted with the Impotency and Cor YE 5 bh 
<ptlogef their Nature; they muſt know © 
zut little of © their Circumſtances in 
this World, if they; are not aware f 
thoſe 'Pherwies "which" are continua 
deſigning their Ruin ; there are 4 1 
ſo happy au 8 2 in 2 * 
de EN'Y ngth. f Te kr "ants 
the Stre 0 mp A | 
Violence of Paſſion, too frequently pre- 
vail upon us. Now if we are dul a. 4 
fected with theft Wants we lab 
under, we ſhould certainly- apply 0 
Selyes to the Uſe of Thich: Nel 
as are proper to retieve them. 10 
this purpoſe, . nothing is ſo effectval as 
a frequent Participation | 905 the Lord's- | 
oper: 625 will purifie our corru 
pplyia the Merits of Chriſt's. 
Blood VA: W rengthen our Weak. 
neſs, by communicating the Influences. . 
of his Grace, which He has ri ap 
for us. y_ his, Death: This will 50 
port us eg 'all Temptations, 
Ilvely Kepfefß entation of tho * 
Tha Chriſt bas ſuffered for os” 1 4 
will reſtore that Peace and Quiet to our | 
Souls which. Sin robs-us of, by ratifying 
. our — * and making our ſincere Re- 
ö en ptable to God: This will, © 
bdue the Violence of our Paſſions; by 
ene our Affections, and . | 
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95 Thing S has done for us; 


Plaein 7. upon right . 
"Sen e of my. Follies haue hitherto, 5245 | 
| diſcouraged my approach: to thy Altar; þ 
7 am now /convinced, t e Remedy 
that mill cure an) oy and Blood; 
4+ 2 ſince I am 2 4 rid of my x Sins, 
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Bread & 2 Shed 1 fo the 
_ that 77 4258 7225 je 
4 rom the End and (rf | of thi holy 
lee, One great En 15 wo Chri- 
- ſian Sacrifice _ to perpetuate the 
Memory of che greate Blelling that 
Was ever beſtowed. 1 gn the 8095 of 
Men; to be a 1 ment of the 
infinite eu wh of our Ing Redeemer, 

too dear to 
urchaſe Btert Saaten us. 1 
we have a doe Senſe of yak 


22 
455 the 3 of his Toe bd ſet 
5 that Redempti ion He 

5 pork for vs; brei 455 "ſhall 
backward to do mhax in avs lies 

eo podliſh to all the Worn, th 1 5 5 
le nſtance | of Goodneſ: to teſt 
Ine ee for ſuch i ine „ AL he a- 


& , yours, and to offer out humble Tri- 
| hath of a "thankful 87 Wh e 


have "they, 9 e ry Laye e 
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wil declare the 
the Children of Men 


e muſt conſider, it is not an 


is true, when * 
not draw upon our ON, the Pyniſh- - 
. ments of n Receiving; but then 
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e e 


Br 


ref to tagte the remembrance - 
_ofit? 0 ard have they to the 
ineſtimable Sacrifice of 5 Death, who- 


"Receiving the Hal — mr TA . 


ect the beſt Opportunities of apply- 
Nw their own Souls the Merit 55155 


Il Thee, O Lord, and therefore 15 


oach t 


Altar : 7 am deſirous that alt 
' Worl 


ſhould lovg thee, and therefore I 


4 From the. Danger "of. nelefting it. 


iffe= _ 
rent Thing, whether or no we pproach 
the Lord's Ti ble; 5 and by abſtaining, we 
in vain thin 


not receive, we can- 


we kyn into another or, XUE, which 
to 0s. TD 2 
the Advanta Nie, an chat 


provided for us at God's Ta 


5 to did we are ſo carneftly 
Toudly 
we dec 


e our contempt of th of them ; 5 
a our Ref 277 Giitinge 0 
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f we refu n Thy 

of qrocaring our 928 * * are fot 

concerned to do our Buty, When 

we ayoid thoſe Occaſions of imp 9 4 
our Strength, and receiving char Gr : 

 withour which" it is 1mpoſlible'to per. 

Hori. kk. And. a we contin in this 
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Wonder; thes hot amn | 


cure onr Selves. It 
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3 Neglect, without offending 
bas madeatonr Duty? oh _ 
His Grace, without fer out Guilt, 

and 'provoking his Wrath 0 loc gn F 

tion againſt us? We bis os our Bernal 
Salvation, by leaving undonethe Thing: 
| Which He bl Dune e as Well as by 
doing thoſe Things He has eorbiden. . 
Tord, I will come 10 159 Table, that 1 may 
# declare how much Hualus thoſe good Things - 
\ * Thou haſt there prowded for me 3 and that 
In avoid that Guilt. which. abſence, will. 

| bans expoſe me to. 

That you may be qualified frequently 

15 to participate o this Holy Sacrament; 
I. Inform your Self carefully in the Ne 
dure and Ent of this - ſacr as 92 
We can fever offer an acceptable le Sex- 
vice to God, if our Minds Are ho 
ignorant of the Nature of choſe Darles 
Me perform; and therefore, that our 
approach to "the Altar, may 4 50 > On : 
Prof and Advantage, our ficlt 95 5 p my 1 
Tl to learn what is meant by this Holy 
1527 N Now the Sactamepr- of * 
Lord's-Supper was ordained” for a: #4 h 
timnunal Commemoration of the "of 
of Chris, Death, and of the Bene 
we receive thereby. Our e 
 Qifferin Dans a n the'Croſs; mad 
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of the whole World anch as He inter- 


cler br u by 


Virtue of this Sacrifice 
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in Heaven; fo we on Earth commemo- 


rate this his Sacrifice on the Crofß, b'7ßß 
offering Bread and Wine, Which, after 
Conſecration, become the Symbols of his 


Body and” Blood, which in this Sacra - 
ment te repreſented to God the Fa- 
ther, that thro” the Merits df the Death 
of Chriſt, He may he favourable and 
propitious to us. The Remembrance of 
that Pardon of Sins, and of that Title to 
Eternal Happineſs, which He has pur - 
chaſed fot us, are proper to encourage our ©, 
Repentance, and our Perſeverance in all! 


holy Porpoſes to the End of our Lives. 


When we have once poſſeſſed our Minds 


with that neceſſary Knowledge which re 


lates to this Holy Action, it will continue 
a ſtanding Qualification” in all our future 


Communions: So that as this Sacrament 
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was eſtabliſned for the Commemoration 


of the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, i 


does alſb convey the Benefits of it to alf 


thoſe who ſincerely Believe, and heartily 
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Repent of all their former Sins. Be 
II. Conftantly- endeavour to'live.'as be. 
comes" a: Chriſtian. The beſt Preparation 


for the Sacrament, is a: Life governed by 


really believes the Chriſti 
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the Precepts of the Goſpel ; fot He that 
Religionand | | 
makes it his: conſtant Buſineſs to * 3 
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all that ſubſtantial Preparation Which 


_ - qualifies:Chriſtians to parpake in this ho- 
_- by Ordinance, and ought. therefore to 


. receive when an n 
for this holy Leer does not 


much oblige us to new Duties, as it on 


ables usto- make good thoſe n. | 


which the pProfeſſion of Chriſtiani 


| 10 does not take vi 
B Woes we vey other Duties, i 
fore be receives, wil never he able to 


. already' laid upon us. Therefore 2 0 
Man Examine himſelf never ſo much, 
Faſt never ſo ſtrialy, and pray never 
ſo long. and ſo fervently, if his Lite 
nas not been pious towards God, juſt 
towards his Neighbour, and ſober in 
reference to himſelf; or wh. leaſt; if be 
and effectual Re- 
ſolutions of making it ſuch for the Time 
m which 
he employs himfelf-for ſome time be 


make him à fit Geſt at God's Table; 

they are indeed good preparative Helps, 
when they tend to repair ar thoſe Breach- 
es that Sin has made in our Souls; but 
without ſteady and fixt Purpoſes of 
Amendment, they are of no value in 
the Sight of God, and conſequently 
will not be able to qualifie us for a 
worthy participation of Cbriſts Body 
and Blood:' In vald we approach E 
a — n if our D Prepare n 
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and 
2 here they will find 3 
cauſe wi their pro 
Remedy; here they will meet 5 5 
Streng 
; celliry: to enable them to lead that holy 


Life which they e Ty 2 
to come. 
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the Way for eur Offerings, Thisay . 
juſtly deter all ſuch Sinners who receive * 
out of Cuſtom, und in order to qualifie 
themſelves for a ood Employment; bur 
all ſincere Chri 
grieved with the —— 5 9 | 


who are weari 


ought not to be diſeouraged 


and Aſſiſt nce, which is ſo ne- 


IN. Examine your - : Self e y ne. 
ceive the holy Sacrament. Frequent 'Bxa- 
mination of our Conſciences, is one of 
the beſt Inſtruments of a Chriſtian 4 


and therefore it ought not to be neglect- 
ed, when we have Time and Leibe to SY 
_ make any conſiderable actuab Pre oy 


en. "The Reaſon-whereof: is; that wen 


we make à ſolemn 8 of Repen- 


tance, we bt to be particular in con- 
feſſing our Sins to God, and in bewailing 
the ſeyeral Tppravations of them. Now 


it is impoſſible to do this to ſe; ex . 
cept'we ſearch into our own-Minds, and 
88 Actions with the Rüle of 
| Laws: But as to this Point,, 
— you to the Chapter concerning 
J e e wherein oy, 
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ou may be in- 


Manner of it: 
Al 


7 1 
* * 
4 
- 2 CR 94 9 
— — * 2 „„ 3 —_ ” 


N 
on 
* * U 
| 4 


y 5 , EY * - a * 1 — 9 TV ITY ** 8 
* * 7 99 EW TY * fs. . 75 C * | , * 1 9 o » * 12 v4 * * 17 2 

Tk \ 0 » ay. * - i ” « I . 4 0 x 
233. KN . 
r 64 > + 44> 55s - | 8 ; 
vi Ty | W a 
p WE. \ W ot WED Y 3 * \ + * * 15 * \ * - SY 3 —, 4 

< 7 oY 9 \ \ y . . 4 4 
— 


All that f ſhall Gy at preſent is, tones; | 


_ commend. it as wery. ſit to be be prat 
ſed, When we are preparing | 

to 1 4 the holy Table of the EH], 
For 1 


our: Selves- 


ever we are concerned to ſearch. 
out all our wicked Ways, and to for ſake.. 


„them, it is certainly when we remember 


| | tering tor them... {3 A 5 T4. 
=” IV. Exerciſe: ol 


the infinite Love of our Saviour in Sut-. 


ſolemn All: of Repentance, 


When you have difcovered your Sins by 
Examidation, you mult confeſs them to 
God with Shame and Confuſion of Face, 
— wih:a; hearty Sorrow for having com- 
mitted them, and with a fall Furpoſe 
and Reſdlution of forfaking them for 
the Time to come: Without this Tem- 
per of Mind, it is impoſſible we ſhould © 


fit Gueſts at the Lord's Table; for 


this was the End of his Death, which 
we there commemorate, to reconcile ,us | 
to God, by turning us from our Iniqui- 
ties. The Merit of his Death will de- 


liver- none from the Funiſhment due to 


Sin, who do not make uſe of that Grace 


He has purchaſed to overtome the Power 
and Dominion of it. With what Confi-. 


dence can we pretend to commemorate: 
our Sarviouris Suffer ings, if we do not 


renounce and deteſt the - Occaſion of 


them? How. can we expect to be-re-. 
ceived with Favour N guns 
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Receiving the Holy Communion. 235 | 
Lord, if we do not declare War again 
bis Enemies? If we do not perſecute 
"Mons which tormented” and 1 
Him o may 1 approgrh this awfu 


— 5 in your Minds a moſt: thank- | | 
ful Sen 1 the Benefits of Chyiſt”s Death. 52 | 
What better becomes the Remembrance 
of ſuch invaluable Kindneſs, than Gra. 
titude and Thankfalneſs? And what'b iff 
us heartily and affeRio- + | 
as the Conſideration of "12 


_ weak and impotent Minds, and Eter- 
nal Happineſs to reward A 
tho' imperfect Obedie 
ot theſe Gifts are m 
ſelyes, and are ſtill more en 
by the” Price He paid for 
his molt. precious Blood. "A 


1 
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without a due 'Acktiowled ment of ſach hk 
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= as to make all pollglie 


Returns. Let te Dre 
"uy. 


| Death; 0 ara e ah hes. fr 
* Soul on wort, Fr . 
* e,, 8 
'. - Thee, and with Praiſe "and Thankſerving” 
receive Thee into my Heart, and .. | 
 * Thee alway: with Foy and Gratit ue. 
- VE Exerciſe Charity ro. thoſe that b. 
offended you, / Wben we go to comme- 
2 that infinite Love which toox 
of us when we were his Enemies, 
it 4 us to lay aſide all Reſent- 
5 againſt thoſe that hate injuret 
us. Can we diſpute whether We ſhould - - 
ive a Hundred Pence, When the / 
forgive of Ten'Thouſand Talents has 
been remitted to ns? In this Memo-'/ 
| rial of my Saviour's Sufferings, I ſee - 
ho He did forgive me, how. He did 
love me when 1 was his Enemy. The. 
Remembrance of ſuch Love ſhould work 
me into a Conformity with it, Id. 
make me deſirous and ready. to be re- 
- conciled to all thoſe that wu boded, - 
me; to be at Peace with all the World, 
as I-defire to be ſoved and forgiven, and - 
to be at peace with my Saviour... Shall. 
not we for give other Men, Who axe un- 
done our ie .pnleſs we are for- 
given? Or how can we have the Con- 


dence to ask den, . find no 
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By 


commemorating the Sacrifice of hy 2 9 
Death, you nowledge the Purchaſe 


He has — of you, even at the Price 


of his own Blood. ; and therefore who . i 


can pretend a juſter Claim to you? 
Should net ie bave the Benefit of your 
Service, who has paid ſo dear ed 
eſpecially. conſidering He will put on 
to no Uſe but what will be to your in- 
finite Advantage. If we were at Liber- 
ty, it is certain we could not diſpoſe f 
our Selves to more Profit; for He loves 
us better than we dd our Selves, and 
wants neither Wiſdom, nor Vers nor 


Inclingtion to make us happy. But 1 


now we add Injuſtice to our Polly, if 


we refuſe Him that Obedience which is 


due to Him; and therefore every con- 


iderate Mar will newer ſuffer . the _ 


World and the. Fleſh to uſurp any Em- 
pire over his Heart, which is his Savi- 
our's Property, and which, without Re- 
ſer ve, ought to be bis. Let therefore 
your n be ener the 
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Thing 


- Body be gor 


ee 
to your 9 25a rea ore 
holy gn tively Sacrifice, you. may re- 
ceive the Benefit of his All- ſufficient Sa- 
criſice upon the Croſs, and of that Com- 
_" memorative Sacrthen you are OE 
Ween nth 64 E243 67 of 
VIII. Settle In” ver Soul A lively. Faith | 
in God: Mercy: through Chriſt. A true 
1 "Hoſe of our-own'-great 9 
will be apt to make us deſpond, if we 
not ſupported with a ſtedfaſt Beli of 
the infinite Goodneſs of God, manifeſted 
in the Work of our Redemption. The 
Corruption of our Nature is ſo great, and 


nous, that a thorough Sight of them 
might make us deſpair, if we had not 


and Mediation of the crucified Jeſus. 

Now, if we believe Chriſt to: be our 

Tord and Maſter, we ſhall honour: and 
obey Him: If we belive Him to be our 

great Benefactor; we ſhall take all Occa- 
ions to expreſs our Love and Gratitude: 
If we believe that fis Death procured for 
. s the Pardon of our Sins, we ſhall "ty 
. " + Way 


. 


" Receiving the HhlyC omfluntons > 
Gt ne of them; if we believe that it 
the : Aſſiſtances of God's holy 

de ſhall endeavour after chews - 
e believe that it gave us à Titie to 
8 Life, we. mall do whatever He 
| mpanded. The fare Met —— 1 

al Faith, of receiving 

ga Jr God's Mercy through Chriſt, 
mult be founded in the Sinoerity of our 
Endeavours in performing thoſe Conditi- 
ons upon Which our Sayiour has ptomiſed 
ſuch great, Salvation. Ve. are happy, 0 


F thou hadſt command ed ſome great Thing, 


and he ele ann 


Chriſtians. When ye go ta com memo 
rate ſo much Bounty and Liberality 
exerciſed. towards us, can wWe refrain 


ſhare in the 7% Things we enjoy? We 
1 ready to do Good. to all Men, 
becauſe they 6s God's Creatures; but 
neceſſitous Chriſtians mult partake in- 
our Beneficence, becauſe they are Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body, and are particu- 
lar Objects of the, Mercy and Tender - 


this is; made qne of che great Signs 


Lof iz 
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ſhould; we not. have. done it ? How much 
more when Ties oply- regret . to r | 


IX. Kelieue ebe e of your Fellow. NG 


from making the Poor and Neceſſitous 


ne of; our: bleſſed, Saviour. * . : 
Marks of che Hinge "x Ke Lor Love oy EY 
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ITT raging 
5 a whoſe bath this World N 
d ſJerth bus” Brother © have need, and k 
Jhutteth up bis Bowel: rem him, bow 
Adwelleth the Love of Gd has? And NN” 
When ſhall we be concern e evidence 
the Sineerity of our Love to God, if not 
when Divine Love diſplays it ſelf to us 
in the bleeding Wounds of the e ſoffering 
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dent Pr br Preparatory Exer- * 


ciſes for th the Holy Sacrament, Pra 
ought to have its due Pro — be- 
cuuſe it helps us to that Tem er of Mind 
which makes us welcome Gueſts at God's 
Iable, and fills our Thoughts with 
1 ſpiritual Objects as are proper to 
entertain them upon ſuch Occaſions. 
Wie muſt lay aſide as much as we can 
our Thoughts of Buſineſs and Affairs 
when · we ſolemnly approach God's Pre- 
ſence, and ſhould apply our A en. en- 
tirely to ſuch ſpiritual Subjects, as the 
Chriſtian Sacrifice naturally ſugpeſts to 
us. Now Prayer in its Own Nature 
takes off our Thoughts from the Things 
of the World, N all ſenſible Entertain- 
ments, and raiſes them to the Conſide- 
ration of God, and thoſe good Things 
that ooncern our Eternal Salvation. It 
degrees maſters our evil. Habits, by 
im preſiag 4 9 Senſe of our 4 
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and fortifies us againſt 1 8 8 4 - 0 


by the Strength it communicates bo 
us. And therefore when we deſſgn 


approach the holy Table, we 0014 wet 


prepare the * Way by Devotions that 


rticularly relate to that Subject, and 
by being more exact in attending the 


public prayer of the Church. We 
muſt take care not to preſcribe ſuch 
a burthenſome Method to our Selves, 
as to make it grievous to us to 80 


ſhould make us 
we are by any unforeſeen Accident 35 
ented in going through with it It is 


we muſt not neglect an Op- 
dortunity, though we have not lei- 


lifcation, make uſe of; becauſt in 
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through it ; nor ſo long an one, as 
neglect Nn „ 


dur Duty to communicate, and, provi- 10 
- we are ſerious and ſober in our 


dre 10 all that actual Preparation, 5 5 
{hich we ſometimes, to our great E- 1 


ch Caſes, when we have not Time, 
— actual Preparation ceaſes to be 4 | 


ul never be pleaded as an Apology 
Ir our not N the * Com- 3. | 
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Rp 12 bas always been ee part 
1 


to make Diſcourſes: of Piety and Re- 
ligion to the People, which is gene 
rally called Preaching; and it has been 
Knot Pie: a Part of the Peoples Duty 
ſeriouſly to attend ' ſuch Diſcourſes 


the preſent Age gives one but too mic 
Keaſon to complain of the ſmall Fru 
and Effeck it has upon the Lives © 
Nen; yet it is in it ſelf an admir 
ble Means, when perform'd with 8e 
riouſneſs and judgment, ta inſtruct th 


- careleſs. Sinner, and to confirm 


 ſtian Worſhip; yet the Strong 
not to deſpiſe irs lince thoſe who a 
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of the Office ef the Sacred Fun- 
on, to explain the Seriptures, and 


And although the great Corruption cl 


F. g reclaim | the Wicked 
ophane, to :awaken and Touſe- 


ſtrengthen well-diſpoſed 4 Minds in the 
good Reſolutions. ' What if weak Pet 
ple have given it the Preference to 
ther more valuable Parts of Chr 
oueh 


Hang Sermons.” as 


1 15 inſtructed may went to" be 
a 150 to the“ Prodtive of their Dus 


d it is wonderful, that ſo 
Es E. = upon by thoſe pions 
and ſeaſonable Diſcourſes, which are © 


ſo frequently deliver'd from the pul- 


pit z that ſo few are perſuaded to en- 
tertain ſincere Purpoſes of Reforming 
their Lites. To diſcover the Cauſes 
of this, great Evil will be a good Step 
towards a Remedy, and: "_ appear 

chiefly to proceed, Fo 

I. From the Power of * — Habit. 
The: conſtant Practice of any known 
Sin, has a very great Influence. upon 


guments that are urged to _ the 
Horror of Vice, and to perſuade us 

to hate and forſake it“ When we are 
once blinded by any irregular Paſſion 
that is indulged, we eaſily reſiſt the = 
Checks of our Conſciences, and put a 
Bar to all thoſe powerful Perſnaſions 
which ſhould wbrk üpon us. This Diſ- 
polition ſome what partakes of the Nas - 
ture, of 4 Mother's Fondneſs toward 
her Child, Which prevents: ber per - 


and thinks it lovely, notwithſtanding 


any one ſhould: reprove ite The Wil 
e * 


the Underftanding, and indiſpoſes it 
to apprehend the Force of thoſe Ar- 


ceiving it to be ever in the Wrong, 


all its Faults, and cannot bear that _ 
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5 being thus corrupted, inſenſibly de- 
bdauches the intellectual Faculty and 
- mclines it to make à wrong judg- 
ment of Virtue and Vice, aud per- 


. "fmades-it to cal Eyk Good and 


Good, Evil. Now, how is it poſſible 
that a Sermon © ſhould ' work Upon a 
Man that is prepoſſeſt with ſuch falſe 
Not ions; that diſputes the moſt evi- 

. dent Principles, and reſiſts the clear - 
eſt Arguments, and hears without the 
leaſt Defire of Reforming himſelf ? If 
ever we expect to receive any Benefit 
from the Preaching of ſerious Truths, 
we muſt endeavour to cleanſe our Hearts 
from all Iniquity, and from the Sin 
that does moſt eaſily beſet us; we 
muſt prepare the Ground of our Hearts, 
ſo that the good Seed may fructifie 
in us; we muſt pray to God earneſt- 
ly and frequently, that He would be 

_ - pleaſed to aſſiſt us in Removing all 
_ thoſe Hindrances, which preyent the 

_ Jofluences of the moſt moving Diſcour- 
_-: "ſes; and that He would ſtir up in vs 
-fncere Defires of reforming our Þives. 


Wurbing, 0 Gd, is too bard for the O. 


Pert ion of thy Grace; rettifie my cor- 
Pape Will, that it may never put @ falſe 


al ai Biaſs upon my Underſtanding and work 


in me ſuch 4 diſpoſition and "_ of 


Md, that I may receive Profit and 
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II. en ignorance 

Religion, © Some People | 
- 'neg in their Education, that they 
are not acquainted with the Grounds 


of their Chriſtian Profeſſion; they 
kuow not neither what they ate ob- 
liged to believe, nor what they are 
obliged to practiſe: Now though Ser- 


mons may ſometimes ſtir op in ſuch 


yet they are ſo much at a loſs. how. 


to put them in Execution, that it in 


a great Meaſure 'deprives them of the ho 
Advantage of ſuch holy Motions : Now 
when the Grace of God touches the 


Hearts of ſuch Perſons, they ought to 
apply themſelves to their - ſpiritual 


Guides, and enquire of them, What 
they ſhould do to be ſaved; af; they | 
can Read, they ſhould. procure ſome 


pious. Books that will direct them in 


the Manner of Per forming their Duty 
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to. God, their Neighbours, and Them. 


ſelyes z and which will lead them, 8 


ir were by the Hand, throngh t 
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whale Courſe of their Chriſtian DBS i 


ties. Thus St. Paul, upon his Convers: _ 
ion, was admoniſhed by a Voice from 


Heaven, to apply himſelf to Ananias 3 


and it is reported of St. : Auguſtin 
M WS: '+ when © 
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When he was touched to ch 
courſe of Life, that he heard a Voice, 
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piſtles of the great Apoſtle, where be 


found all thoſe Biden which were 
nueceſſary to guide him in his preſent 
_ Circumſtances.” 1 lament; O God, the 


Ignorance and Blindneſs of "my Mind; in- 
ſtruct me in all the e of my 


Duty, and grant that I m apply, | 
Self to all hoſe Means ho 221 172 5 


 bliſh'd in underſtanding (boſe Mag * 


thou requireſt of me. 
om From the falſe A prebenſions 
impoſſubility of 0 F d>i 3 1 


hey 


| — ſo long in ulged their vicious | 


Inclinations, which they have ſtrength- 
ned by ill Habits, that the Difficulty 


eff e damps all their 
Attempts 
af the evil, this appears the moſt. - 


ong all the Temptations 


dangerous, becauſe. it naturally inclines 
Men.to deſpair of a Change; but it 


m am extravagant 


lity : Men muſt 


Opinion of the Goodneſs of God to 
imagine that He ſollicits them by che 
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Voice of. the Preacher, to a 
they are not able to perform; He 


ROWS our Abilities . than we do 
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is at the ſame time, the leaſt plau- 
ſible; becauſe nothing is more Chi- 
merical than this pretended impoſſibi- 
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our Selyes, aud Provided we da but 
fncerely-rehgn our Selves to the pre — © 
ſing Inſtances of his Word, He ſtands 
always "ready to ſupply us with ſu- 
pernaturat- Strength, which will make 
it not only poſſible, but eaſie, to con- 
quer our moſt _ inyeterate Habits. 
am reſolved, O Lord, that I will no lon- 
ger © be der ny, by my own. Vileneſs, 
though amy Sins be 4 Scarlet, Thou canſt 
make them a white as Snom; though they _ - 
be red like Crimſon, through thy Grace, - 
th may become as. Wool. + N 
o the End that you may receive 
Profit and Advantage from the Word 
of God” preached to you; © BY 
I. Attend to what you Hear. "© he... x 
moſt .editying , Diſcourſes tan have ne 
effect upan vs, if we do not give them 
the Attention of our Minds; for Ar- i 
guments do not work like Charms, © i 
but ſo far prevail upon, as we conſider 
the Force and Power ot them. To 
work our Selves up to this Attention, 
we muſt remember that the Word 
preached, comes from the great God- - 
f Heaven and Earth; that the Meſ © © 
ſage delivered, is from the King of all! 
he World; that through the great 
acertainty of Life, it is doubrfal, whe- 
ther weſhall enjoy ſuch another Oppor- 
unity of being inſtructed "in. our Pu- 
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ſhould diſcharge our. Minds of all van! 

and wandering Thonghts; we ſhould ll 

not be careleſs or negligent when! 

. Matters of ſuch_ great Importance are 

Jaid before us; for what Can be able 

. _ © te. provoke ns to ſerious Attention, if : 

. ©," things that relate to our Eternal Hap- : 

I : ' Fog hy og 

pipes or "Miſery, have not power to t 

prevail upon us to liſten to them? f 

7 ls Beg the Aſſiſt ance of Go Grace, 8 

0 make, the Word preached cen ll i; 

you. All Ordinances for our Tpiritul tt 

Improvement, receive their Power and b. 

Ele y from the. Co-operation of #1 
God's Holy Spirit; we may hear th 

Words, and comprehend the Senſe of gh 

the Arguments; but it is the "Grace mn 

of God that toyches | our Minds with -- 

the Weight and Moment of "them pi 

But we baye no reaſon to expect thy us 

- ſJupernatural Influence,” if we neglect te Sor 

deſire it; and it is no wonder dei mu 

Shear (Sermons fo frequently, to ve: fol] 

little or no purpoſe, when they mil, 

carry in this PreFarative Work; whe! bot 

they go out in their own” Strength, 

and apprehend no want of that A r. 

enct, which is neceffary 107, tha, 
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draus Things of . thy Law 
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Endeavour to remember 1 


as | 


Hear. It is got to be imag ined that 
all People have Memories 9 enough 


to | UT away the entire Diſcourſe 


tiyely, 
thing that is delivered will ſtick with 


is not; enough, that we are aſſected with 
the Sermon, ur greateſt. Duty is ſtin 
behind, Which is to: put thoſe good in- 
ſtructions into, Practice. Now, How is it 
poſſib le to perform any thing, if were- 
member nothing ?- Our care. therefore 
muſt. be, to ſtore our: Memory, at. * 
vich the A Eon and Deſign of the 
Diſcourſe we muſt carry away. with, 


Something will affect us, and. thas we 
muſt make pur own. Let us: therefore: 


tems, 15 
them fl 
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what you + bear to. your ap 
do not 2t think our” Ie 


Say therefore. with 55 5 
Tord, en 
Thou e 1255 that dd fee the won- 
. ake me Fo mr bo 
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thats made; but if they hear atten- Gs 
15 it is 7. poſſſbie but that ſome- 


then eſpecially it they endeanour to 
carry ſomething © away With them. it 3 


us what the Preacher chiefly aim d. at: 


follom St. Paul's Advice, To. give: the - 
more carne F beed. to, thoſe. Things that are © 
. . time we FRO e 
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particularly concerned in What is dell- 


Sroun Ka 
Mature of any Duty is explained, we 
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vered hy the Miniſter, We ſhall” nei- 


+ © redound to our Profit and Advantage; 


ind except we apply Inſtructions to dur 


| own Caſe, we ſhall advance but flow- 
Iy in any ſpiritual Improvement. The 
Sceck brings fort no Increaſe in the 


Granary, it myſt be thrown into the 
4 before it will fructifie. If the 


muſt conſider whether we truly under- 


ſtand it; if ſeveral Inſtances of it are 
laid down before us, we muſt conſider 
bow far we come up to them in our 
Practice. If Directions are preſcribed 


to get the Maſtery of any Vice, we muſt 


conſider how far we comply with them, 
and where we are defective, we muſt 


reſolve to take thoſe new Meaſures that 
are offered. If the Deformity and Ingra- 
titude of Sin is expofed, , we muſt ſhun 


it as the preateſt EVIl. If the Advaitoges 


and Pleaſure of Virtue are defcribed, we 


muſt ſecure them to our'Selves, -by an 


unwearied continnance in well doing. 
This Method put in Practice, will cer 
tainly entitle us to the greateſt Profit 


| Imaginable from Preachins. 


V. Hear without Prejudice. It were 


to. be wiſned that all the Prieſts of the 
Lord were cireumſpect in their Lives, 


and 
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dot ſince they are Men clothed with = 
and\Blood, and liable to the ſame Tem- 
rim that others are expoſe 705 Des 

rfonal. Tofirmiities wobl 
poſſeſs Peoples” Minds, as to 9 
8 of the Advantage of their good 
lIlnſtructions. So far as the Miniſters of 
God fall ſhort of their Duty, they will 


but ſeill the People muſt give an Accou 
for not improving Nager their frequent 
Calls to Repentance, and Rap Fakes of 
Life. Let not therefore any particular, 
ban Character o far inſi- 

er N. into, you, as to rob you, 
of the, Profit and Advantage of à good. 
Diſcourſe, 
than any Report that may diminihh the. 
E Reputation, Mhich very of- 
ten may de falſe, and yet, if true, may; | 
be really no hindrance; to your own- 
Improvement, if you make. AIR. oy 


VI. Reſolve to practiſe . You 
Men come, only to a Sermon to gra- 
tiſie their 2 Pig with the Beauties 
and Ornaments of a. Diſcourſe; if they, * 


only aim at increaſing their Knowledge, 
that they may be * orion Lea to 
ſteries of the 
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ef Humility to ſome 
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it, you muſt immediately put it in Pr 
. Etice. Judge, not therefore of your;im- 
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continue E The gert A. 
vantage of the Chtiſtian. Inſtitution 2 


that ic offers ich the World a better M 
_  - thod, and-a more exact Rule for the Cake 


dact of Life, than was erer Known 1 

re; and. If you. really. Deſign any. 
. Profit. to- your Self by Underſtandin is 
provement by thoſe. good Deſires 901 3 


may be. ſtirred up in. your, Mind, byt 


by the Influence. Inſtructions have. upon 
your Practice. You hear à Diſcourſe 
pry rpoſe, When, 
from the Senſe of Conyiction, you ſub+ 
mit to the loweſt and Heal "Offices 


for promoting the Welfare*of | your: 


Fellow Chriſtians. You profit by a e 
mon upon the Duty of Family Prayer, if, 
having hitherto neglected it, you ko, 
diately eftabliſh'it in your Families; the 
Ike lukances light be made in any other 
Virtue, or in any other Divine Inſtitution. 
The great End of Hearing is not. fulfill 
. we are affected with" the vn 89 
the main Matter is ſtill behind, Which 
is the putting uſefül Inſtructions — 
Practice; nay, the Cokvictions we receive - 
of the Nece ty of performing our Dy 


will encrea ſe * e een r W 
great Day, 1 We do not "govern our. 
wit them | ts N 8 
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VII. 1 Retirement, A en 
3 Fry This is a "7 
Means ja making the Preaghing of the 
Miniſter profitable and adyantageous to 

you; z it is like Digeſtion to our Victuals 
it turns it into true Nouriſhment. The 


* 4 9 „ * k * 
. WW * 0 N 
NI 2 d "WY 
* 6 
* 5 N 
* 


' Pleaſures and Diverſions of the World. 9 
ate apt to blot out thoſe ſerious Thou hes 


which were impreſſed upon our Minds 
in the Church; the Ca uſineſs of 


the World OTE apt to choke t K Word, 4 
ſo that it brings no Fruit to perfection. : 


To remedy theſe Hindrances of our ſpi- 
ritual Edification; we muſt take a con- 
venient Opportunity to. retire from Bu- 
ſineſs and Pleaſure; and ſurely on the 
Lord's-Day nothing mould prevent it; 


and when we are by our Selves, re 


ſhould. ſeriouſly. reflect upon thoſe great 


and pſeful Truths which have that Day 8 4 |, 


been delivered to us. We ſhould con- 
ſider the Importance of them, to Excite. 
our Induſtry and Diligence in Attaining 
them z we ſhould weigh- the Excelle 
of them, that they may e our Af- 
fections; we ſhould refie& how neceſſary 
they are to our Happineſs, which wil 
diſcover. our own Folly. in having neg- 
tected them hitherto, and make us truly 
wiſe for the Time to come. When. we 


dn thus ns them familiar to our 
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houghts | Conſideration, they will: 
be ready at” hand. for, all the Uſes © 
_ and Purpoſes: of a: Chriſtian | Life, They 
will ny, us in our Duty when: it be- 

mes dubious or. Ale, 4 and always 
"Be us up by way of Remembrance; 

they will — us ſteadfaſt and immoxve- 
10195 always abounding.in the Work of 
the Lord, ſo that our ee ack 
| in in the Lord. 
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— Think bow th'All-ſeeing God thy Ways 
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1 Wake aud lift up thy Selk, my Heart, 
And with the Angels how thy part, 
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Hare all Day long my God in Sigbt: 
Perform like you, my 0 11. 8 

N 0 may 1 never more do I. 


. Glory to Thee; Who afe haſt kept; 
$ And haſt refreſh'd me while I flept:” 
Grant, Lord, when 1 from Death _ 
1 ny of endleſs Light mos 9 _h 
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Juen to Thee, my God, this Nig be, | B 
For all the Bleſſings of the Light.” 9 
me, 0 keep me, King of . 


oder thy 755 n. mighty Wings. 10A 


Forgito me, Lord, for thy dear Sen, 

The Ils that I this Day have done; 
That with che World, my Self, and FIG, : 

I, ere I Sleep, at Peace AR); 5 
Teach me to live, chat 1 may dread. | 
The Grave, as little as my Gy. 
Teach me to die, that ſo 1 may: : "i 
Tran Ns at the laſt Day: 5g 
O may my Soul on Thee 1 105. 
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our Sovereign and A the Royal Family; 
give them Grace to exceed others as 
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make them 'fignal "Inſtruments '© thy” 
Glory, and of the *publick' Good: „ 


: rac us. to all thoſe that” miniſter: in 
way diligent- - | 
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oly Things, that ch 
ty watch over thoſe 
to their Care inſtrucking 1 — In u- 
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i is th Ro bf of thy reſtraining hay Z 

4 I haye avoided -any Danger, it was 

y, Hand directed me, and to thy Ho- 

15 Name for both be given all Glory 
and Praiſe. Let the Seniſe o all thy 
Bleſſings. have this effect upon me, to 
make ine better, and to lead me to 
r And all this] beg for 1. 
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2 continue to . * \ 
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'Lmighty Gi Father of all Ws 
cies, we thy unworthy Servants 

give Tree mo oy humble 184 hearty 
Thenks for all thy Goodneſs and Lov- 
ing-kindneſs to us and to all Men. We 


bleſs Thee . our Creation, Preſerva- 
tion, 
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But above all, for thine ineftftnablefl | 
tion of the World + 
55 .onr Lord Jeſs heit the Means a 
Grace, and for the Hope of Glory, 
And we been Thee, ive us "that 
due [Senſe of ail thy Mercies, that our 
Hearts may be unte i ly thankful, 
| that We. "Ray ſhew thy Praiſe, 
© not. ont with, our. 'Li of 1 in our 
Lives, * iving up bur Selves to'thy 
ns A. by walking before The 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs 10 our 
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ve ten. 
dred us unworthy of any of thy Fa- 
vours; but, O Almighty and everlaſ 
ing God, who hateſt nothing that Thou 
| haſt made, and doſt forgive the Sins of 
all them that are Peftiitent,-:Greate and 
make in us new and contrite Hearts, 
that we _worthily lamenting our Sins, 
and acknowledging our Wretchedlteh, 
may obtain of Thee, the God of all 
| Mercy, perfect Remiſlion and Forgive- 
* Raiſe up thy "Power and come 

meng us, and with great Might ſuc 
"Four us, chat whtrtas through our Sin 
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of chy Holy Spirit, that for the Time 
eto come, we may think and do always 
il ſuch Thing sas be rightful; that 
who 3 do a aux chi that is reel 
without Thee, maß by II ee be enabled 
to Ile accordin to thy Wilk; that 
= Grace_may al ſo prevent and fol- 
M ow” , as to mate us meme to be 
given to all good Works. Ne 
Graft in our Hearts che Lore of thy 
Name, N enſe in us true Religion, 
nourim u with All. Gocdneß, and of 
thy g Ny Mercy keep us in the fame; 
aud Thon, O God, whoſe 'never-failing 
Providence ordereth all Things both in 
„ Heaven and Earth, pat from us, we 
ebeſeech Thee, all hurtkpl Things, and 
5 gives thoſe' things which are profitable 
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dry NG manifold papers of oe, 
our Hearts an, ſurely chene 9 7 Ber 


where true Joys acc ic be fayn 
poſe us b by all the | Means of - 
enjoy, to attain that ebe 


on ON 
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may both e we aw, thoſe 
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Rr One; and Power faithfully. to ful- 
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Teach us, O Lord; ſo to number e our 
Days, that we maß apply our Hearts 


T bans that. neither 
the S lendour o an OY ALT gre 
IF, the conceit of any, Thigg that is 
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of thy Mercies. do aWay 
walk us fhroughly, From: 
(uns uri and cleanſe us from 
ns... Spare all thoſe Who confeſ; 
that they whoſe 
Conſciences by Sin are accufed, by th 
merciful Pardon may be abſolved-; an 
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_ . 0 we may ever” hereafter 
ſe Ther in newneſs of 
e, Honour and Glory of 
hy Nan 


And e 0 God, who art the 
Protector of all that truſt in Thee, 


without whom nothing is Strong, no- 


thing is Holy, increaſe and multiply 
upon us thy Mercy, that Thou ya: 
our Ruler and Guide, we may fo. 
Ae - things Temporal,. that we . 
nally loſe not the Things Eternal ; 
becauſe through the Weakhels' pf our our 
mortal Nature we can de no good 
Thing without Thee, ys the Hel 
of thy. © Grace, that we may. withſta 


- Fleſh, and the Dep, and with pure 
Hearts and Minds, follow Ther the on- 


ly God, and that in Reef hon 
mandments we ma S 1 
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may obtain thy Promiſes, which ex 


haſt taught us that all ont doings with- 
out Charity are nothing worth, ſend 
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Hearts that moſt excellent Gift, the very 
Bond of Peace, and of all Virtues, with- 
out which, whoſoever liveth is counted 
dead before The. | 
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the Path that leadeth to eternal Life; 
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Faith, may after this Life have the 


rant that our Hearts and all our 
lembers being mortified - from all 
oridly and carnal Luſt, and forſa- 
[ing all covetous .. Deſires, and inordi- 


TT ON w 


* „ 
— 


all that we can deſire. And Thou, who 


thy Holy Shoſt, and pour into our 


Fragt us, O Lord, ſo perfectly and 

„N vithout all doubt w believe in thy Son 

Z beſus Chriſt, that our Faith ia thy Sight | 
may never be reproved ; that being not 

like Children, carried away with every 

. Wolaſt of vain Doctrine, we may be eſta- 

d blimed in the Truth of thy holy Goſpel; 


and knowing. our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 


\poſtles, we may ſtedfaſtly Walk in 
lo that we who know Thee now by 


Fruition of thy glorious Godhead. 


ate love of -Riches, we may in all 
Things obey thy bleſſed Will, aud 
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continue e Chris fanhful Soldiers Int 
= - Servants to our Lives end. And fince 
hu haſt given us thy only begotten 
Jon, to be unto us hoth a AE: for 
Sin, and alſo” an Example "of Godh. 
Lite, give us Grace moſt thankfully to 
receive this thine. ineſtimable Benefir 
and dal to endeavour our Selves to 
follow the bleſſed Steps of his moſt 
holy Life. ara 12 
=. Grant, . O Lord, that as we ate bapti- | 
ed into the Death of thy Son our Sa. 
viour Jeſus Chriſt; fo by continually W * 
gg our corrupt Affections, we 


| may be Buried with Him, and that 
' _ throngh the Grave and Gare of Death, 
| we may paſs to a joyful RefutreQion; 
| beſecching Thee, that it may pleaſe 
Thee of 5 gracious Goodneſs, ſhortiy 
to accompliſh the Number of thine . 
lect, and to haſten thy Kingdom; that 
we with all others already departed in 
the true Faith of thy holy Waris: may hi 
have our perfect conſummation and bliſs 
both in Body and Soul, in thy eternal of 


and everlaiting Glory. | Tl 
Me 
Aud this Paragraph on Ln thy 

lay 


yy 0 God, we bs eſeech Thee merci th. 
— fully to receive thoſe Prayers Which 


we have: this Day offered 228 to The 


„ i 


— 


N 4 * 
= Fe 
"> * 


Eg ae 1525 4 — 292 

| ia, the pablick Congregation, and _ 
. | wbave chmpaſſion upon our Infirmities, 
chat our blindneſs and unworthineſm 
may not deprive us of the Advan- 
J 
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<,rage:of them. And grant, we beſeech 
„Thee, that we may in ' ſich wiſe 
© mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt what - 
© we have this Day heard, that by Pa- | * 
8 tience and Comfort of thy holy Word, 
e may embrace and ever hold falt 
© the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, 
* which' Thon baſt given us in thy Son 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. © 
We commit our Selves, O 1.ord, this 
Night, to thy gracious protection; and 
1 hou who ſeeſt we have no Power of 
our Selves to help our Selves, keep 
us both outwardly in our Bodies, and 
inwardly in our Souls, that we may 
— defended from all Adverſities that 
may happen to the Body, and from all 
eril Thoughts which may allault and 
hurt the Soul. | 
O God, the Creator aid Prifervey . 
of all Mankind; we humbly beſcech 
Thee for all forts and Conditions of 
Men, that it may pleaſe Thee to make 
thy Ways known unto them, and thy 
WB fving Health unto all Nations. Let 
ri thy continual Pity cleanſe and defend 
ue" thy Church; and becauſe it cannst con- 
bei tinue in Safety without thy Succour, 
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preſerve it evermore by thy Help and 


and Prayers 


| may truly and godly ſerve Thee. 
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Goodneſs, Receive our Supplications 
which we offer before 
Thee for all Eſtates of Men in thy 


| Holy Church, that every Member of 
the ſa 


me, in his Vocation and Miniſtry, 
Finally we commend to thy Fatherly 
Goodneſs, all thoſe who are any ways 
Afflicted or Diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, 
or Eſtate; that it may pleaſe Thee to 


comfort and relieve them according to 


their ſeveral Neceſſities, giving them 
Patience under all their Sufferings, and 
a happy Iſſue out of all their AMi- 
tions. of | „Ne GW: 
We beſeech Thee mercifully, O Lord, 
to incline thine Ears to us, that have 
made now our Prayers and Supplicati- 


ons unto Thee; and grant that thoſe 


Things that we have faithfully asked, ac- 
cording to thy Will, may effeually 
he obtained, to the Relief of our Ne- 
ceſſities, and to the "ſetting forth of 
thy Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt oor 
Lord; 1n whoſe bleſſed Name and 
Words we conclude our imperfect De- 


Our Faber which art, Kc. | | 

3 Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Co i : 

| A Prayt! 


A ma Ft. 3 ike iis. mn mno ES as eros Swe 5 ee als en os. e oe we ei 


. HY ww wo ww wr 


o - * * * 9 


A Prayer for 4 Siet Perſon, tobe added. 


apo Occaſion; eit hr to the Clolet or 


Family Prayers. 


Arnet Mercies, and God of 


| Comfort, our only Help in Time 
of Need; we flie unto Thee for Suc- 
cour, in behalf bf thy Sick Servant, iv- 
ing under thy Hand in great Weakneſs 
of Body. Viſit bim, O Lord, with thy 
Salvation, and deliver him in thy goof. 
appointed Time from that bodily Pain 
Farm” e _ he pi labours un- 
er ; prolong bis Days here upon Earth, 
chat 1 live to Thee, pe" be an 
Inſtrument of thy Glory, by ſerving; 
Thee faithfully, and doing Good iq 
his Generation; in the mean time, O- 
Lord, grant that he may take his Sick - 
neſs patiently, and intirely ſubmit to 
thy bleſſed Will. Sanctifie, we beſeech 
Thee, this thy Fatherly Correction to 
him, that the Senſe of hi: Weakneſs 
may add Strength to his Faith, and 
ſeriouſneſs to bis Repentance; give 
him Comfort and ſure Confidence in 
Thee; defend him from the Danger of 
the Enemy; and keep bim in e 
Peace and: Safety, through Jefus Chriſt 
Our Lord. Amen. ; ST 2 * Dx 
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- Lmighty. and tnborcal God, the | 
Aid of: all that need, the 10 
per of all that flie-to +T hee for Suc- 
cour; we call upon Thee in behalf 
of thy Servant, who now lies ita dan- 
gercus and very languiſhing Condition. 
Look graciouſly upon bim, O Lord, and 
the more the outward Man decayeth, 
Lrengthen bim, wwe beſeech + Thee, fo 
much the more cominyally with thy 4 
Grace and Holy Spirit in 2 inner 
Man; give him unfe oped Repentadice | 
| for all The: Errors of bis Life paſt, - 
and ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son Jeſvs, 
that his Sins may be done away by 
thy Mercy, and hi Pardon ſealed in 
Heaven, before he go hence and be no 
mpre ſeen. Grant that Whatever Pe- 
filements his Soul may: have contract- 
ed in the midſt of this miſerable and I <q 
naughty World, through the Euſts of he 
the Fleſh, or the Wiles of Satan, may ur 
he. purged - and done away, by the de 
Blood of that immaculate Lamb that 
was Slain to take away the Sins of the 


World ; fo that it Mi: be preſented 
A pure 
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pute] and Withoue Spot before Hhed 
We. know, O Lord; that there is: no 


if Thou wilt, Thou, canſt yer! aj ſe him 
up, and grant bim a longer continnance 
among vs; yet foraſmuch as in all — 
peatance, the Time of bi- Diſſolurio 
draweth near, ſo fit and . — 
we beleech Thee, againſt the Hout of 
Death, that after his departure hence ia 
Peace and in thy Favour, bis'Soot-msy 
hs received. into thine everlait; og, King- 
com, through the Merits and Mediation 
of jeſus Chriſt thy enlppn; wv Low 
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Bleſſed Lord . the Fetber- Ef heb 
0 eles, auc the God of all Comfort, 
| deſcech Thee, lock dewn in Pity 
and Co n upon me thy affict- 
ed Servant. "Unto Thee, do I cry for 
help, O Thou great Phyſician of e 
uphold and mb my weak 
dejected Spirit, ſtrengthen it againſt all: 
laordinate vain Fears. and Terrors; 
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I am -confeight; -O Lord, that 1 de- 


ſerve this Fhimmment for my paſt 
Sins, and that I reap the uſt 'Reward 


of my former Iniquities 1 bt 1 zm 


and truly Repent of all my Miſtoings; 
and therefore 1 beg, for the ſake pf 
my Saviour's Merits, that by N 
don and Peace '] may be cltanſed 
from all my Sins, | and may ferve 
Thee with a quict Mind all my Days. 
Let my preſent Uneaſineſs and Diſor- 


der make me Humble and Patient, 


and teach me to put my Truſt and 
Confidence in Thee. I. entirely ſub- 
mit to thy bleſſed Will, till Thou ſhalt 
think fit to remove the Torment l 
_ groan under, beſeeching Thee, in the 
mean time, t enable me to bear it 
by the Support of thy holy Spirit; 
and 'whem am prepared far ſo great 
a Merey, deliver me from my Troubles 
lift up the Light of thy Countenance 
upon me, and give me Peace, a 

Mediation of Jeſus 


Chriſt my dleſſed Saviour and Re- 
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deemer. Am- 
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& Lmighty God, in whom all Things 
Nie, More, and have their-Be- 


ing; who Aoſt govern all Things by: | 
thy wiſe Providence, and whoſe Pro- 
tection is \my:conl; 3 and Securi- 


— 


jeſty to give- thy holy Angels charge 
over me in the journey I am now a- 
bout to undertake. Let no Temptati- 
on that may oſſer it ſelf, prevail upon 
me to tranſgreſs any of thy holy Laws; 
but let the Power of thy Grace: ſecure - 

me in all thoſe Places and Companies, 
where my Occaſions ſhall lead me. Let: 
not the freedom and libetty: of Conver-- . 
ſation at ſuch Times wake. me forget 
thoſe Rules which my Chriſtian Pro- 
feſlion obliges me 10 3 neither let the. 
Kindneſs and Hoſpitality of others be- 
tray me to the leaſt Exceſs either in Ne 
Eating or Drinking. Defend me from: f 
Thieves and Robbers, that lie in wait. 

to exerciſe Acts of Violence; and pro- 
tet me from all Dangers and evil Ac- 
cidents which may diſturb or agnoy me: 
preſerve my going ont and my coming. 
in; let thy Providence be my Guard., 
thy Grace my h and thy Weg: | 


8 — 


= 
= ** 


We vermore,. through Jus. be * 
1 1 855 ee 8 * 


298 A Thankſe roms #fter a . 
Self my Portion both now and for 


* Thankſgiving Py ach. 
* n . Wa: 
Lmighty God, wpon whom all 
; Things. depend, who redeems our 
Life from Deſtruction, who-crowneth 
us with loving Kindneſs and tender 
Mercies, ho is greatly to be Praiſed, 
and whole Greatneſs is unſcarchable. 
Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, that Thou 
haſt brought me ſafe to the End of my 
Journey; that Thou haſt preſerved me 
from innumerable "Accidents and Dan- 
gers to Which 1 have been expoſed. 
It: is of thy 8 that my Health 
has been continued ta me, Horry 
ſtanding thoſe various Circumſtances 
that might have impaired it. It is of 
thy Goodneſs: that no evil Men have 
made any Aſſault me, when o- 
thers have ſuffered by their: unjuſt Vi- 
olence. It is from thy Providence, that 
I have been protected from Balls, fo 
that not a Bone is broken. How many i 
unforeſeen Darigersy O Ford, haſt Thoo Ou. 
delivered me from! And how many 
that have threatned me, haſt Thou o- 
ver- ruled words "Tho haſt made me 


bu 


_— 


I 
o > 


Ee 
glad trough » the Operation! of thy = wo 
Heads, and I willtriomphinthy Praiſe F. 9 N 
and let my Heart be always feady td- 1 
expreſs el 7 60 
Y W. ber bz 8 r 
norevobedient;.ta thy Holy Commands: 
Continue thy Goodneſs to me, that 1: 


Th whom! 4 haſt preſerved, m 7" ſerve- | 
h Ar bee in olinefs and — neſs all 
r he Days of my Life, through Jeſus- 
d, Nbriſt aur Lord. men 
t. SIE eee e eee 


- 
4 


CC 
recovered from Sickneſs. Io de d. 
Led, upon Occaſion, taube, Claſet or 


Family Prayer. * in 884 is 


Almig v God and mereiful Fa- 


ther, 


8 whom alone belong the 
f Wives of Life and Death. We Udeſlre: 
e . bleſs and ꝓraiſe thy holy Name, in: 
-F balf of thy Servant, whom Thou haſt 
„een . ..op raiſe from the Bed of.- 


ckneſs, and te reſtore to his for-- 
her Health, , Thomhaſt perfected thy; 
rrength in bi Weakneſs, and baſt-gra-- 
ouſly heard oun Prayers, and known 
is o_ in pant 20g, W F. 
raiſed be hy Name for thy gra 
jous Düpenrlof, towards bim [4 n 2 
Ng as be Ives let him Praiſe Thee, as. 


Thanks voto 
. -beſeech” Thee, 
brance of thy late Mercies vouch 
unto bim, 


a with bim. 


Commandments, t 


A tbe ſed for 2 22 


| rept that draweth near the Time of he 


© 766 ; TO fone pr Be een 
long as be bes Being, let bony 
ol Shana w. 
2 Re 


affed} bis Soul, that he may 
be afrnid: as well xv aſhamed to offer 
T hee; that the Remainder of b Life 
may be dedicated to the Service of that 
God, Who hath dealt d bountiful! 
hen and confirm * 
in the Performance of all | thoſe: good 
Reſolutions he made. in the Day of 
bis Piftrefs, apd for the Time to come, 
let him place his chief Joy and Satis 
fad ion, in 1 hos Way of th 

ogh if 


. Chri 


our Lord. Amen, 


- © Theſe Prayers may be uſed by the 
© Perſon that is Sick, troubled in Mind, 
* or recovers, by changing He into J 
yd bim into me, bis into my, Fong 


© drawing near the Time of her Tre 
© wail; to be added. to the Cloſet n 


How Proger aus Heel W 


Lord, look. down from Heaven 
| behold, vidt-and relieve thy Ser 


Tre 


we” Prajer 4 vg intoChurch, 30 : 9 | | 
5 3 look wpon. ber with the Eyes Wo 


of. thy Mercy, give ber Comfort ind if | 
We: e Thee; of thy Good - 1 | 


© de, O Lord, let her have Strengen 
. © and- Courage o meet her Pains, Pa- 
 '» gience- and Submiſſion under.them, and 
in thy due Time a ſafe Deliverance; that 
being preſerved from the great Danger 
of Childbirth, ſhe way, through LY | 
Fatherly Care and good Providence: 
become a Joyful Mother of  hope- 
ful Child, which may live to be an 
inſtrument -of thy Glory, by ſerving 
Thee - faithfully, and doing Good in its 
Generation, through Jeſus Chriſt our. Y 
CRT He? WIN ry 44 


4 Projer » when. an Prin cometh into 
. th church. ; 


Lmighty and merciful. 1 of 
whoſe only Gift it cometh, that 
thy faithful People do unto Thee tre 
and Jaudable Service. Grant, I beſeech 
Thee, that I may join in the Prayers of 
thy Church with Reverence and Devoti- 
og, hear thy holy Word with Attention? 
and obediently follow the ſame; that. 
my Thoug bis ad Deſtres being fixed on 
T ee, oo Words of my Mouth, and 
the 3 l. 2 may de 
„ | dom 


A. Poajer-to heed by. any" * 
Bm nom al, ever acceptable in thy a 

| . O Lord, my Sawidur and my Redeemer 5 
| * an 419 a nal 7 hb 4, a 0 bk, '4 * 
3 | _— Se e 771 ia! * We as 


Z 


4 2 Ager " the Ferie Uf. „ 
; Church ts. ende, Ad 85 f a % . 


| hes? I beſcech Thee merch” 
| ceive-thoſe. Prayers Which 1 

at this Timeo ered unto Thee, ee 
Word take deep Root in my Heart ; and 
be pleaſed to pardon all thoſe Imperfecti- 
ons that have accompanied my weak Pere 
formances; Oh] by the Uſe of theſe Means 
graft i in my, Heart the, Love of thy Name, 
increaſe.in me true Religion, nouriſh me 

with all Goodneſs, and of thy great Mer- 

cy keep me in the ſame, through jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


— 


Far 7 


4 Prayer ro be wed by any Perſon g 
pam for Confirmarion ; and which: 
during that me, may. be. added t. 
+ their: Morning and. Evening Pro ers: | 
1407900 DUST; » 114 A 4 77 (47 
OST. merciful. God by whoſe) 
gracious Providence 1 was born 
of Cbci#igni Barnts,cabd early Dedicas! 
ted to, Thee in Holy "Baptiſm, | Where“ 
in! e a Member of the Catho-: 


— —_—_— nt pe et IT — — — — 
- , * 
1 
x 
b * 


| | lick 3 7 \Jeſus- Chriſt | is 


Preſende; that \ | may. £0 


Nine de 


the Head, a thy Child, e 


os Kingdom; I do - 
thank Thee, O0 Ln yah, 
me to this Stare of. Salvation, | 


| beſtowing upon me ſuch; bleſſed 1 50 
vileges ; Oh, [diſpoſe my Mind by thy; 


heavenly Grace, carefully and diligent». 
ly: to perform thoſe Conditions Thon 
requireſt to qualiße me for ſuch ineſti- 
— 5 Benefits, and that I may conti - 
nverin ebe e und A Lives; Edd 
And 8 Lord, that I am pre- 

paring 6g to receive a farther 

1 Grace and Fayour, which 
75 advance me into the Number of 
the Faitbful- by being admitted to ab. 
proach thy holy Tabſe I hymbly be- 
ſeech Thee to enlighten my Mind with 
the true Knowledge gad Underſtands. 


ing of that ſolemn Vow. which 1 made in; 


my-Baptifin, and which l am now about 
to ratiſe and copim n in 4 


all choſe: 


nounce the Devil, by avoiding 


Temptations by which he — to de- 


—— by abſtaining from all 
Sins. which pattake--moſt of his; 
diabolical Nature; 11 may reſiſt all 
— Deſtres of Honour, Riches, and 
N and all thoſe evil. Cuſtom 
aue 


tlec to the e Happineſs of 1 


464. A Prayer to | "OTC" 
and Maxims of the 25 which BY 
nate Mens Minds from the Love of God; 
that I m „ inordinate Ap- 
ites of my own 8 Nature; that: 

* 2 wh Holy Revelations, 
Wilt and Com- 
me ar _ Days of my Lie. 
Oh! inſtruct me in all the Perticulars | 
of my Duty, that 1 may herein exerciſe” 

If to keep a Conſcience void of 
E towards: God- and towards 
Men. TEM 1 ys 7 oF” 

Give me, 0 Lord feigned Re- 
pentance for all Aer of my Life 
paſt, that my many and great Sins 
which 1 have commirted; ' may not de- 
3 me of the Affiſtances of thy Ho- 

Spirit, Which I am about tb receive; 
"bot tet ny Rey rty Sorrow, through the 
Merits of Chriſt, waſh away all that is 
paſt, and get Power and Strengeh com- 
municated to me from above; mortiſie 
aud ſubdue them — the Time to come. 
* unable, O Lord, of my Self to 

wy Self, "mercifu at, that th 
it may in all Things rule 


E 
direct my Heart, that by his holy In- 
ſpiration 1 may think thoſe things that 


doch auc ee bis gr acious Guidh ng 
Aide fume through: Je 
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Are 
may pe 
ö cue our Lord." Heut 
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e Dig A Prayer 
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© Tord&God, for thoſe renewed Aſ- 
arances that Thou haſt vouchſafed me 
of thy Favour. and. gracious Goodne 
towards me; and tho? in 397 * | 
Wiſdom Thou haſt thought fit to | 
withdraw the extraordinary Gifts of 
thy holy Spirit, yer Thou art pleaſed 
to guide thy faithful Servants by Is 
ſecret and inviſible Communications, 
when they ſeek them in a regular and 
Miniſterial Way. Ob therefore, let 
the Bleſing which 1 have received by 
the Hands of thy Servant the Biſhop, be 
with me, and remain with me, and 
moſt powerfully aſſiſt and ſupport me 
in a Trials and Temptations, When I 
moſt need the Help of thy Holy Spirit. 
Let him be unto me a Spirit of San- 
ctifcation, to puxiſſe my corrupt Na- 


ture ; 2 Spirit of Coupcil in all Piffi- 


. 
a in a Dan 8, Onan \ 
in A erfbent e of Comfort in all, oh 
Troubles, eſpecially ia Times of Sick-  _ 
neſs, and at the Hour of Death; and 
of Submiſſion and Reſignation to thy 
holy Will and Pleaſure in all Afflicti- 
: N ons 


50 Tbed; wich Truth, Jaſtioe and 5 
"rity towards my Neighbours and with 


306 A Prayer. after Confirmation. 


ons that are moſt. grievous | to Fleſh 
9 unde BJ: 


but let Him conſtantiy inſpire, me Wi 
Fear, Eove; and Devotion 


AE RI, A. W 
Se Tit - Sv | 


4 = 
bind can: Elbe, 0 Lord, -of 


that ſolemn and publick Profeſſion .of 


my Faith, which I have declared in the 
Preſence of God and tbe Congregation, 
_ ant of: thoſe Promiſes of Endegvouribg 
__Kkvithfully-1 20! erve and 
Holy Cominandments, and of Ferſe⸗ 
vering in the ſame; make me always 
true co theſe Engagements of living 
b | to me K the Chris 

jan Religion; that 2 bc ar 
. We ef? Thee all my 

being found Watching A ar; xo" 
pointed Time'ſhall — I may from 
a Life of Righteouſneſs, be tranfla- 
ted to à Life of Glpry, through. je- 
ſus'Chriſf my. only "Syiour: and Re- 
deemer- , 0 09 eee ee 


- 35 * ” * 
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Lev? We dd v den en | 


_ | humane Frailty without his Andere 5 


thy 
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* Communion. 
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; 1275 Yer l 3541" hold 5 17 
Ns ſodn a5 the fenen | 
4 5 hee while Sap 
uh er e for the 


„we ſhoul 
but the holy -Myſteti 
Se. „ Addreſs 5 ts, aſſfſt 
us by bis Holy Spirit; 'that we may 
© he ft Gueſts at this Heavenly Ban- 


« Þon * os K 10 Dine 55 33. hes 75 
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"Holy. 
me a Deſire to ſeek what is ſo yalua- 


me to 


F: _ that I may 
Manner, hog 


| Mind, to 
om: 


CY 
» 


4 22 fs fy . 0 Lhe f 


the:-Chrifttan. Tanger: ;. which” 
| lad not. only" at. the 2 = 


 municate. 1010 F Ld 
e * 5 "7 bt] 
CID God, who haſt ai fed 


e by thy Brace to a hy 
yſteries hen. haſt . in 


ble in its ſelf; and Þ neceſſary to my own 
Happineſs; it is thy infinite 7 
which has provi ided ſuch a Remed E 

my Weakneſs; and hich, eg f 
periſh in my own Corrup a 
cou O Lord, that I may _— be 
1- for'this Miracle of thy-Eove; 
partake, of it in ſuch a 
my — be nouriſhed 
with all. Goodneſs, that Jeſus May. oper 


live: in me, and I in Him. 


To this End, O Lord, b mpoſe way: 

to great -Serionſnes und-Devo- 
gt; the. Thoughtsof this World 
may. interrupt me ia my Atten- 
dance upon Thee; but that. L may have 


| "_— a er Sete of thy infinite Ma- 


W _ 


r I 


F S 


=” =. ao FTC 


c the Chriſtian Sacrifice. 399 k 
zeſty and my neceſſary dependance np- | 
e oh an A prehenſion of thy _ 
unſpeakable! Goodneſs te poor, miſera- - 
ble eee Worms, in this holy Sacra- 
nee med into a . 
c Reverence, and confirmed a- 
gain i Diſturbances and Diſtractions. 
-Enlighten, O Lord, my dark Mind 
wich ede Rays of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs; inflame my cold Heart with thy 
holy Love, that I may be fervent in 
what Lask; raiſe my Mind by a lively 
Faith and a confirmed Hope, that I ma 


| 
| 
4 
| 


have an aſſured expectation of all nece- _ 

I fary Supplies from thy Goodneſs; and | 
give me ſuch a true Underſtanding: of 

n that: is Erernal,” that 1 mf f l 

Times remember how much it is my | 

Concern, that my Soul ſhould be e- 

ver longing after it, and that 1 ſhould 

. deſire it with an carneſtneſs above 

0 all that belongs to earthly Things, 

; and with importunity pray for all 

: thoſe * Helps that aàre neceſſary to 

. bring me to the unchangeable Poſ- 

dein of Thee, my God, through the 

' Merits of Jeſus Chriſt my only Savi- 

* our. Amen Me 19 OT af A #. £04. 

a * 
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1 Goodneſs: that Lam enahed 
hive. others; and" the Re 
| 2 that IT am rea Rad 
it. Aerept, Of lord 


illing 18 

of this Teſtimony of my Loe and Gra- 
titude, and wake me trüly thankful tor 
afl theft happy Opportunities Thou gty- 


n ae 


wan 


4 In the following Pare Abe Cu- 
1 munion Service, we muſt be ſure to 

4 join moſt affect ionately -with the 

& Prieſt that Officiates, and never to 
«© uſe our private Prayers, when he 
* calls upon us to accompany- him ; 
only im'the- Exboyt ation,” the Invita- 
tion, and the Mbſatubiou;* we'ſhonld 
. not r the Words after him; be- 
„ cauſe in the two Firſt he ſpeaks to 
6 tis, und in the Abſolution* he exeroi- 
4 ſes g Part of the PriefFs Office, inch 


<« ddes not belong to us. 
« When thoſe Portions of Seripture 


cc are read that follow the Abſolution, 
6“ and are deſigned to beget in us a 
« jjively Faith and Confidence in God's 
* « Mercy, we ſhould make ſhort Ejacu- 

* lattons 
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| ; Plan REDS + A un 7 
ft Wo; F "5: Ann 
4 Wore ige 1722 
by. 
4 ed with! 3 Wag. "OM 
wy | 1 eb World, & „ 
Id believe in thy Son "i 


In 

11 „ ac.) . Rb. 

A I embrace with a ole. 4 | 

e ee Jeſus has brought! into = : 

World. Ron 7 3 3 
If any Mii Sim! e 0 of 161 1 
Interceecl 92 5 me; O bleſſed iFefu l that 

my Sins Beat dence Wer er 


C4: - 4444. 


4 1 5 N 2 er ths fl 
1 mem. are Cecina. 12 bn 
| . 1 j't 
N Thee; O Bleſſed Wan ww 
didſt humble thy Self to the Death 
ot the Croſs, that i might be redeem- 
ed from a State of Sin and Miſery 7 
| remember witk all Thankfulneſs this 
thy wonderful Condeſcentiön for my 
Salvation. Bleſſed be thy holy Name 
for this Chriſtian Sacri oe Thou haſt 
a for us, to yourey- to us "Be 7 


„ 10 tar N e me bie 


dy » « | 
ol 
» 4 - 
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D „ 4: 
5 

Ll 

a Il 


ie A Proer bifore Receiving” 
Benefits of that All-ſuſhcient Oblation' 


Grant, O Lord, that the Power of itmay 
ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, and forgienti 


domof it maꝝ enlighten m 


therefore, O Lord, I humbly beſeech 
the Merits of his Death, to accept of 


once offered for the Sins of the Werld: 


Me 
againſt all Temptations; | than . 
my NNN 0 that the Mee it 
may anQific methroughout in 
1 5 Amen, Lord dh, Amin. 4 


A Prayer before receiving tht Conſe 
2 8 1 +, ' crated Bread. * a 

Acknowledge, © Lord, with all Hu- 

mility, my great Unworthineſs to 
partake of this heavenly. Feaſt, where 
hou feedeſt all devout Minds with 
the precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son Telus Chriſt; my many and great 
Sins may juſtly render me Odious in 
thy Sight, as they make me Contem- 
ptible in my own; and the Deyil and 
my own Fears might ſo magnihe the 
Horror af them, that they wo fin 
me into deſpondench and dejection of 
Spirit, if 1 had not a ſure Truſt and 
Confidence in thy infinite Goodneſs, 
manifeſted in the bleeding Wounds. of 
my crucified Saviour. For his ſake 


S Co RR . 


Thee to have Mercy upon me; for 


© 6, co kb im db _ 


f * 


my 


cleanſe "mie: frow all my an. Pardon; 


*Farher,. my, light and — ; 1 


pure Thon 


3 
Mee wy f thy Holy Spirit, to 
elp oft 0 pirit, t 
kn by ach . 


of Mind, 4 to ere Thee „ 
olineſs he | Righteouſel all the Days 
my Life 


"The Purity of Angels, wid the De-. 
votion'of 5 is not —_— to'make 
of the Bleſſings Ta- 

. er put : Goodneſs has 455 „that 
. yourably receive thoſe that 
ed for their Sins, and 

250 vider the Burthen of them; that 
_ . for their Deliverance, 
nc dete Power and Strengen to re- 
fiſt chem; ſuch are aſſured to find in 
Thee, che Bowels of a tender Father, 
and to be received with the Welcome 


„ een bie "4 


this pur- 


h Bleſſings and Graces, as their 


O Lord, 


wt 4 1 4 Projer | fore” FOUR? "I 5 
"1 * wat nothing may be found in me, 185 
* ji may obſtruQ tha happy: Effects of. cheſe 
* thy: gracious Intentions towards me. 
- Poſſeſs me, O Lore, with ſych à Seal 
\ 4:8 | ofa . and ſuc] 1 for 
il thy Feyouns as may! transen ne 
5 into thy Likenels, -agd ma 1 me | 
ready and willing|to Ae ſu fer gag 
thing for thy Hendat and 1 My 
What couldſt Theu os ©Blef. 
ſed or to die upon a Croſs for 's 
| mption, and before thy Death 
ba inſtitute this Bleflge. and Earneſt of 
thy Love, this peßpetual Memorial of 
thy Sufferings, that thy Church might 
never want the the -Benefigs and; Advanta» 
ges of them. Nen 
Let that bene cas $46 
haſt now prepared for me ib the. Holy | 
Euchariſt, affe into my weak and lan- 
gviſhing Soul new ſupplies of Grace, 
that I may deſire Thee above all Thidgs 
as my, chiefeſt Good, and may. 1 5 
in Thee as the only Happiness 
Soul; that I may da iak 
thoſe. Joys Thou haſt Prepares 1 
thoſe 6 4 Love Thee, and ang ery 
all Things compared to ny > e 
that it may be henceforth the, greateſt 
Torment I can endure, to rebel againſt 
the Bowels of a loving, Father, @,mer- 


en Wee 2nd ily, Beaefaftor ; 
a 


t y I i ESRI = 
e * 1 be - * 2 7 
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, 


at ws oy” no aber live Ms to 
e of my natural Man, ar- 
iche falſe Max ims of a ſinful 
47 degenerate. 99 Fg that I. May 
Thi by 155 pirit, and govern, 
ord, the Didtates ofithy” 
ly. Wor APO 1 9 
5 Image, m Rigbtronfvelz 
Jolinels, that 1/.tha Always js pre 3 
ard towards tne 4 he of che High- 
alling, that is bete we, with" ach 
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